
Theme: “What Do You Need To Know?”                                                                       6-2-19 

It is that time of year when, at least for me, I find myself doing a little reminiscing. Graduations have taken 
place, students are looking forward to the next stage of life. For some, they are heading out of the comfort 
zone of family and school and out on their own to maybe their first professional job or their first home or 
apartment. It is a feeling of excitement and a type of go get em attitude. You are ready to change the world for 
the better and to do it quickly. You have all this knowledge in your head that is going to approach everything 
in a new and fresh way and leave people in awe of you and your talents. It is almost this idea that what you 
know is better, almost a secret, that you can’t wait to unleash on the world! 

Then a few months go by, that excitement has diminished. Problems came up you weren’t expecting. You find 
yourself missing the “comfort zone.” What you thought you knew has been replaced with problems you just 
don’t feel equipped to deal with. I remember that feeling among my friends when one by one we got to our 
first places of service and one by one problems started coming up that we didn’t feel equipped to handle. 
What we thought we knew was not helpful to the situation, sometimes even making matters worse. Then 
there was almost this blame game that was echoed by some, “The Seminary definitely didn’t prepare me for 
this.” It was as if we should have been taught how to handle each and every scenario and they let us down in 
the knowledge the professors had shared with us. 

Today, we are celebrating an event that would have taken place a few days ago, this past Thursday to be 
exact. It is the ascension of our Lord back the right hand of the Father, to the throne of power in heaven. But 
before he did, we see this type of need to know knowledge requested of Jesus by the disciples. They wanted 
to be ready for everything, they had questions about everything. They know fully knew of the might and 
power Jesus possessed and wanted to know what that might and power would do for them going forward. 
They wanted to be prepared, they wanted to know what they could expect of Jesus, what the future looked 
like now that all Jesus had been talking about and teaching them about had been accomplished. It was sort of 
that feeling of being done with a chapter of life and having that feeling, “what do I need to know now?” But 
they didn’t have to be in doubt and neither do you. Today, as we go back to that day, we also go back to Jesus’ 
final words on this earth not just to the disciples but also to you and me. As we do, let us hear what we need 
to know. 

I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching 2 until the day he was 
taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had 
suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of God. 4 Once, when he was eating with them, 
he commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for what the Father promised, which you 
heard from me. 5 For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.” 6 So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said 
these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 They were 
looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside them.  11 They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

By now, it was clear. This was the Lord. He truly had done the unthinkable, he had risen from the dead! But 
there was still that question floating around in the back of the disciple’s heads. It was the selfish person inside 
of them, the one we are all familiar with, asking questions. Why? What earthly good does this do for me? Here 
is someone who possesses immense strength for he showed power over the strongest forces we can face in 
life. Here is one who made even the fiercest weather obey him with just his voice. Here is one who walked on 



water as if it was nothing more than his own personal paved path. Here is someone who made the strongest 
soldiers on this earth fall to the ground saying nothing more than “I am he.” Here is one who defeated even 
death itself, and predicted it all along! On top of this he had the ability to provide in miraculous ways! Who 
could forget the water turned to wine, the healing of diseases, the feeding of so many with so very little, the 
care he showed for the rich such as Zacchaeus all the way to the poor like that widow who gave the last little 
bit she had to live on. Here is the dream ruler! With Jesus on the throne there would only be happiness! No 
one would be left behind, fall ill, be neglected or mistreated. There is no earthly enemy either human or 
natural that would ever be able to hurt them. Safety would be theirs! It would only be fair winds and smooth 
sailing from here on! Sadness as they knew it would come to an end! With all of this certain knowledge rattling 
around in their brains they just had to know, they just had to ask one more time, “Lord, is it now? Is this the 
time you are going to restore the kingdom of Israel? We just have to know!” 

His answer is stunning. “This isn’t for you to know.” They didn’t need to know that. But there was something 
they did. They would receive power from the Holy Spirit. They would be witnesses to his greatness and not 
just in their city, but to the ends of the earth. That was it. That is all they had to worry about, that is all they 
needed to know and all they needed to be concerned about knowing. Essentially, Jesus told them just worry 
about knowing me and showing me and you will do what is pleasing to me. 

And that was it. Having told them that, he leaves and returns to the Father’s side, to the best possible place he 
could be to protect and watch over all things, especially all who carry out that command. But he sends angels 
to tell those disciples as well as you and me one more, very important, crucial bit of knowledge. He is coming 
back visibly. Know that. May his leaving always be a reminder of that. 

What a glorious reason to celebrate the ascension, isn’t it? How many of us have questioned God over the 
years? How many of us have thought from time to time why there is so much evil in this world, so much hate, 
corruption, destruction, pain, and starvation? Wouldn’t it be so much nicer if God reigned here on this earth, 
we think.  Why doesn’t God do something now, we want to know. We can and often do ridicule the disciples 
for think such absurd thoughts or asking silly questions when certainly they should have known better, but are 
we really any different? We have that same desire and wish that they had. 

So when these desires for knowledge lend themselves to us questioning our Savior God may we also come 
back to Acts 1 and hear Jesus, the almighty God, the one who loves us, lived for us, died for us, rose for us and 
even ascended for you, for me, for us, hear Jesus tell us what we need to know. He doesn’t say “How foolish 
you are for asking!” He doesn’t say, “How many times have I told you, my kingdom is not of this world. How 
many times have I told you that you are foreigners and strangers here, heaven is your home? How many times 
have I told you in my word that I came so that you would have the confidence that your greatest problem is 
safely and eternally taken care of and your secondary problem of strife caused by sin in this world is under 
wraps because of that, heaven is your home? Instead, he gently and lovingly assures us, those details are 
taken care of. You don’t need to concern yourself with those details. It is just simply not for you to know. But 
what you do need to know is this, be my witnesses. Not just in your homes, not just around other believers, 
but at work, on vacation, where ever you go in whatever you do, even to the ends of the earth. Where I am 
going I will make sure that you are supplied with everything you need to do that. The Holy Spirit will be with 
you and strengthen you for the task. And don’t fret or be troubled. I have not forgotten about you or even left 
you, I am, in fact, in the best possible place to assist you. Then, I am going to come back. That is what you 
need to know. Amen. 

  

 


