
 

 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

The Gospel is powerful for you! 

1. Especially when you see his light 

2. Even when his light is in you 

One of the coolest, perhaps most memorable stories in the Old Testament is about the life of Gideon. 

Now I know there are lots of stories about the children of Israel, like the Exodus out of Egypt, the parting 

the Red Sea, receiving the commandments, and destroying their enemies in the Promised Land, but this 

one sticks out because of the sheer power of God.    

Gideon was a man who the Lord was using to lead the children of Israel against the neighboring enemy 

of Midian. And like any war in the Old Testament, as in any war today, when two nations go to battle, 

you would want as many people as possible, right? That’s common sense. And that’s what Gideon did. 

He got 22k men! But, then the Lord reduced the men from 22k to 10k. Can you believe that?...half the 

army! But wait, then the Lord said “you still have too many.” So the Lord did it again. He whittled down 

the army…this time to just 300 men. And Gideon’s “army” went up against an enemy as the Bible 

describes it “who were thick like locusts” and whose “camels could no more be counted than the sand 

on the seashore.” An army of 300 seemed no match. And they fought only using clay pots and trumpets. 

Yet they won because the Lord’s power was with them.  

The Lord’s power was at work when those 300 men snuck into the camp. The Lord’s power was at work 

when they blew their trumpets and smashed the jars over their torches scaring the men who ran away. 

And although you aren’t headed into battle, the Lord’s power is at work for you this morning through 

the words of the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthians church. He reminds you how the Lord’s 

Gospel is powerful. It was powerful for the recipients of Paul and it is powerful for you as well.  

(1) 

The power of God was something that Paul had wanted the Corinthian church to see and to realize was 

at work in their lives. You see, Paul had been with these people. 1. He had lived in their city for over a 

year. 2. It was the first time they heard the power of the gospel when he traveled there. 3. Then he left 

and heard a report.  

4. And so, that prompted Paul to write a letter to the church, 1 Corinthians. In it was a list of problems 

that the people were caught up in and which caused them to fail to see the connection between God’s 

power and their lives. (In other words – they were not seeing the full power of the gospel) 

And here at the beginning of the second letter to the people, there was another problem with how the 

Corinthian people were viewing the ministry of the gospel. The people were failing to see the full sheer 

power of God and the effect that had on their lives. Their hearts and minds had wandered not entirely 

off of God’s word, but to some degree which prompted Paul to write a letter, they were not focused on 

it.  

They were focusing on God and themselves. We aren’t told specifics, but we are told what Paul said to 

them. It wasn’t about them, but all about God in their preaching, teaching, and matters of being part of 

the church. The people were adding themselves into the process of what God had done. In other words, 



 

instead of focusing %101 on the power of God, they were only partially looking on what he had done 

and what they could get out of it. 

Paul reminded. Look at what he said in 2 Cor 4 verse 5, “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ 

as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (The Power is in the Gospel, it is never in 

people). Paul wanted them to see what God’s people do with the message they have. They don’t look at 

themselves or their wants, but only to God. And even greater, they become a servant of God. Why you 

might ask?…because of the beautiful picture Paul paints of the power of God, the gospel, the good news 

of what God did.  

Look at the words Paul uses to explain it. He explains it by using what God did at the beginning of the 

world, “Let light shine out of darkness.” In the beginning, there was nothing in the world. It was dark. It 

was darker than a room without a speck of light in it. It was so deck you couldn’t see the hand in front of 

your face. And what did God do? He made light shine out of nowhere. He turned on the light, created 

the light, brought life to world. This in itself was evidence enough of God’s power, but then he takes it 

one step further… 

Listen to how he says it. “He made HIS LIGHT shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God.” God was powerful at the beginning of time and he still remains powerful over sin in 

our hearts. Paul’s purpose in writing wasn’t to write a list of flaws, to scold or reprimand the Corinthians 

church, but to point them to the sheer power of the gospel so that they would know and continue in it 

in their lives. And if they wanted to keep doing ministry in Corinth, they needed to remember it was not 

right or good to look for power anywhere else but the gospel.  

You see, Paul was leading the people to see just that, the power of God and more specifically, what 

made the Gospel so powerful. And it’s the same words of Paul which lead us to see what makes the 

power of the Gospel so powerful and mighty for you and me this morning.  

It might catch us off guard some days, it might be the last thing we would ever think about, but the 

words of Paul apply just as much to us today as they did for the people reading the letter. Our hearts are 

dark. They are dark with sin. We might not realize it, we forget about it, we might know about for years, 

yet it hits us the same. The Lord wants you to know how it’s not ever about you because you and I are a 

powerless people with dark and full hearts of guilt and shame.   

It’s like this. The last couple summers about this time of the year, I used to go to work for my parents, 

grandpa and grandma, and my great aunt. I would do a lot of chores, helping them paint the shed, move 

rocks and mulch, maybe re-shingle their house, even just zoom down the highway to move a table, fix a 

computer, or put in the window air conditioner. Sure, my initial thought was usually always done out of 

love for my family. I wanted to help. However, by the time I was half-way through the chores or driving 

down the road to get where I needed to go, I was thinking about and wondering if they were going to 

pay me or I would “have” to do it out of the “goodness of my heart.” And it was in that moment, just like 

that, just that quickly, that I was more concerned about myself and not really concerned about the 

relationship I had with my family. How about you? Are you ever like me? Do you find yourself thinking 

more about yourself rather than the power of the gospel? 

And yet, it’s in that moment that the Lord causes us to realize our wrongs that he also causes us to know 

and trust that he is right there letting you see how he shows you the power of his light. In your heart a 



 

long time ago and still to this very day, he is creating a light. That light is faith, and that faith is 

knowledge and trust in Jesus and what he has done. And it’s Jesus who takes away your sin and so 

equips you with a power unlike any other. And it’s the power of the gospel for you this morning that 

gives peace. It’s a peace that doesn’t compare to this world. It’s not part of this world, but it is part of 

the eternal life after this temporal life fades into the distance. It’s new a new life. And right now that 

gospel is powerful for you especially as you see the power of his light in your life.  

(2) 

And it’s one thing to talk about power when God is in the picture, but, when we are in the picture, 

things don’t look as full of power, or do they? While we always want to remember the power is in the 

gospel, Paul also reminds us that the gospel is in us. There, his power is in us too. Paul illustrates it like 

this, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay.”  

And so Paul used a wonderful illustration to do just. And it’s a timeless picture to illustrate for us today 

as well which proves to us the Gospel is powerful for you even when his light is in you.   

Paul’s illustration was a jar of clay. And his point was this. We are jars of clay. We aren’t pretty. We are 

fragile. We are weak and left by ourselves, we break and shatter into a thousand pieces. Yet, it’s God 

who keeps us together, holding, guiding, and directing our lives. And it’s God who deposits a treasure in 

us. We don’t do anything, but God does everything. He does everything as Paul writes, “to show that 

this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 

But think about that illustration again. God wants you to see how the Gospel is powerful. It’s the power 

to remove sins and give eternal. However, God also wants you to see how that power is for you as you 

live. Although we are fragile and weak,  a vessel, a container, we are not invaluable or insignificant 

because we have the gospel.  What does this mean? Paul tells us exactly. He says no matter what, if you 

are hard pressed, perplexed, persecuted, struck down, you are not crushed, not in despair, not alone, 

and not destroyed. You stand sure and firm in the knowledge of and certainty about your eternal well-

being no matter what happens because you are carrying something wonderful.  

And it’s your life that bears witness to this fact. Jesus has done and secured it for you, Paul reminds you 

about it, and your life gives witness to the simple truth that, we always carry around in our body the 

death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who are always given 

over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.”  

Every time you realize death is that much closer, your life isn’t the same, your body isn’t getting better, 

you feel worse, are up later at night worrying, hurting, in pain and unrest, take to heart the words of 

Jesus. You are that much closer to seeing and experiencing a life away from this world.  

And maybe it’s a little ironic that a 25 year old person is realizing this for the first time. The last couple 

years of getting out working different jobs through college and the seminary, I will be honest, I haven’t 

always realized this. Maybe more recently than not, I have understood that after a long day, after doing 

yard work, after working out in the hot sun, after being awake for almost 20 plus hours in a day, the next 

morning I haven’t rebounded as fast as I used to. 



 

And maybe the same is for you. The guy or gal looking back at you in the mirror isn’t the same young 

energetic face you remember. The muscles and strength you used to have aren’t as strong as you 

remember. And the aches and pains seem to be creeping up and lasting a little longer than before.  

And yet, it’s in that moment that you come to grips with something wonderful. As Paul encouraged 

Christians to keep living a life for Jesus Christ so do his words certainly apply to us too, “Death is at work 

in us, but life is at work in you.”  

And with that revealed and promised to you, define yourself by the power of the gospel, your treasure, 

your life as a jar of clay. When Gideon was getting ready for battle and when he approached his enemies 

he knew, believed, and trusted in that power of God. The Lord’s plan for Gideon involved a jar of clay 

covering up the torches to sneak into a powerful and dangerous camp. When you get ready to face your 

enemies, when your temptations and desires come charging against you, know with full certainty that 

even though you are just a jar of clay, the Lord gives you a treasure and arms you with a power unlike 

any other.. With the words of Paul, God reminds and encourages you how the Gospel is powerful for 

you, especially when you see his light and even when throughout your own life as his light is always in 

you.   


