
Theme: “Contentment that Pursues”                   10-20-19 

I hate to do it, to bring it up and add to the overhyped frenzy, but it provides a good illustration that most of 
us can relate to. Christmas is coming. Yes, it is not even the end of October, and Thanksgiving is still over a 
month away, but marketers are doing their best to try and begin building the Christmas hype already now. 
They want to slowly whittle away the contentment of potential customers and place an image of the perfect 
Christmas into their minds. And the fact is, it will work for many people. Some will take out loans to try and 
create the “perfect” Christmas. Some will overspend. Others will spend within their means but will ultimately 
have feelings of disappointment because they didn’t get what they want or they see others who got more or 
others who had what seemed to be a “better” celebration. 

But this conversation is not about Christmas. Rather, it is about the fact that discontentment reigns in each of 
our hearts to some degree or another. Because of this attitude we can all struggle with from time to time and 
think that our joy and happiness is directly related to what we have or what we don’t have, I pray we all come 
to this section of 1 Timothy with open ears to hear God’s encouragement for us. But, at least at face value, it 
may seem a little confusing. It seems a little confusing because it first encourages contentment but then it 
talks about pursuing something which would suggest to say we shouldn’t be content. So let us take some time 
to look at this little paradox and may God help us to grow in our contentment that pursues. 

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take 
nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get 
rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or 
blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time—God, the 
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. 

In order to have real contentment that pursues, we need to first understand contentment, real contentment. 
To be honest, this is not easy, for any of us. It is one thing to say we could maybe try to be content with food 
and clothing but is entirely another thing to say we will be content with that. We are beyond blessed to live in 
a society where the norm is far more than food or clothing. To only have that would be complete poverty. Is 
God asking for contentment through great loss and hardship? 

Yes, and no. The following verses show us the real problem God wants us to address. It is a lack of 
contentment. It is a constant desire to always have more. It is the thought that earthly happiness can 
somehow be attained through stuff. And God addresses the thing that can be the leader of those thoughts, 
namely money. He does not say money is evil, just that it can cause a great amount of temptation and when 
pursued first and foremost it can plunge people into ruin and destruction. But even worse than that is the 
reminder that it and the pursuit of wealth can cause people to wander from their faith and in doing so, pierce 
themselves with many griefs. 

This is where we need to pause and take a good hard look at ourselves. We need to do this because this word 
of caution is not coming from a God who doesn’t understand our lives, it is not coming from a God who does 
not love us, it is not coming from a God who does not want us to have joy in our lives. In fact, he has shown us 
the opposite in every way. He lived here on this earth and greatly understands the desire and drive for earthly 
pleasures, he was tempted in everyway just as we are, he took up all our weaknesses, all of our sins. He did all 



of this because he wants us to have a lasting eternal joy in a place that outshines and out gives everything and 
everything this world has to offer. 

And yes, how often we have heard this, how well we know this…but how good the devil and our own sinful 
natures are at causing us to forget this. It is easy to have church just be something that is there when nothing 
else is going on, when we haven’t had a late Saturday night or a long week and just want to relax on Sunday 
morning. It is easy to catch up on our shows rather than catching up on our time listening to God speak to us 
in a devotion. It is easy to get frustrated with all that is going on, just when we felt as though we were catching 
up on our bills another big expense hits us and so we have to get overtime and we have to give less right? And 
we still need to make time for the concert, the game, to get out fishing, to do all the things that make me 
happy. It is easy to view all our time as just that, more time for me and more time to get ahead. It is easy to 
think of time just as we can of money and forget it is God who gives us all the time and money we have and it 
is not robbing from what is ours to do with as we like but it is giving back a mere fraction of what is already 
Gods. 

But it is not as though God doesn’t want you pursuing things, in fact, God is teaching to have a sort of 
discontentment here in this lesson. But it is not regarding any earthly possessions, it is concerning our faith. 
He tells us: “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness.” In short, never be content with where your faith is, always seek growth in it. 
Flee from everything that would hamper it. If possessions are not a problem for you, if they don’t present a 
temptation for you, great! But flee from what does. Know where you are week and go to the one who will and 
does make you strong. Don’t settle but grow in your righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith. It is not one that brings bloodshed, hate, hurt, or tears but it is a fight 
against yourself and against this world and against the devil and his temptations. Fight that fight and know 
whom it is who is on your side, namely, “God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To 
him be honor and might forever.” 

But how? To flee from something requires a change of direction. To fight requires a struggle. So I would 
challenge you as I would hope you would constantly challenge me to draw closer in your trust of God in some 
way. Maybe, it is a weekend project that you believe needs to get done and so it would seem that time with 
your God needs to be sacrificed. I challenge you to put it off for a morning and spend that time in God’s house 
and see if the world keeps on spinning and you are really worse off for taking the morning off. Maybe you 
don’t struggle with things like that though, maybe you struggle with trusting God will take care of you if you 
give too much. Try setting aside a percentage of your paycheck before you spend it on anything else to God, 
maybe even raise it by 1% of what you have been giving, and see if God still doesn’t provide you with what 
you need. But maybe that is not what you struggle with. Maybe it is time in God’s word, grab a meditation 
booklet and spend 5 minutes with your God each night and see if God doesn’t bless you through a stronger 
faith and a more joy-filled outlook on this life. Maybe you have been thinking about Bible Class or you know 
that it is something that wouldn’t take that much more time out of your day, try sticking around for a month 
and see if you are not blessed in your understanding of God’s word or in the fact that there are others going 
through some of the same struggles you are and you are not alone.  

In short, be content with what God has blessed you with in this world. Do not make the things of this world 
your priority. But at the same time, struggle with God for his spiritual blessings, pursue the fruits of faith and 
righteousness, and never stop fighting the truly good fight of faith. You will never be let down because your 
Savior was raised up on the cross so you could look your heavenly Father in the eye and see his joy in you. You 
will never be let down because your Savior left his grave clothes in the dust of his tomb so that even in death 
you would have a real and sure hope of eternity. Contentment that pursues. May God continually encourage 
all of us to always have this mindset. Amen.   


