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There is so many questions that surround death. It always has and will always be an ugly thing. But there are 
times when it is more accepted than others. Even unbelievers can view death as an alright thing under the 
right circumstances. If a life has been full, if one has come to grips with their time being up, if it is quick and 
painless, or even if it happens on the individual’s terms. A big thing that can be scary about death is if it takes 
place in a way where all control seems to be lost. Often, when one feels most helpless, it is then that 
something can be the scariest. 

But everything we have just talked about is based on feelings. For instance, one can feel completely helpless 
on a rollercoaster for example, but they can be completely safe because they are wearing the proper harness, 
the ride has passed safety inspections and though helpless, they are completely safe. Or one can feel 
completely safe and get very hurt. For example, the carpenter who has operated numerous kinds of saws for 
many many years, someone who does not fear the saw at all but sees them for the great tool they are has a 
mishap and gets cut very badly. If we base our questions surrounding death or even our view of death itself on 
feelings, we are in bad shape because feelings can be very misleading. 

That is why today, we are looking once more at an example of “old” faith, faith found in the old testament. As 
we look at this faith come face to face with death, I pray we hear the power of the one our faith is in and be 
strengthened in our faith to confront death face to face.  

17 Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, and 
finally stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to 
remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 19 “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, 
carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to the LORD, 
“LORD my God, have you brought tragedy even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to 
die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times and cried out to the LORD, “LORD my God, let this 
boy’s life return to him!” 22 The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. 23 Elijah 
picked up the child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, 
“Look, your son is alive!” 24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that 
the word of the LORD from your mouth is the truth.” 

Previous to our lesson, Elijah had given some bad news to Ahab who had just become king of Israel. He told 
him that there would be a severe drought for the years to come. Knowing Ahab would not take kindly to this 
news God led Elijah out into the wilderness where he would drink from a brook and be fed by ravens. After a 
while, the drought was taking its toll and the brook dried up. From there God led him to a widow in the town 
of Zarephath. When Elijah got there, this widow was getting ready to make one last meal for herself and her 
son as they were out of food and she fully expected death by starvation to follow. 

What is interesting about that though, is that at that time, it seems as though this widow had come to grips 
with it. They had nothing left, death would be the natural progression and that is just the way it was going to 
be. But God allows Elijah to preform a miracle that provided both for the widow and her son but also for 
Elijah. Her jar of flour was never used up and her jug of oil never ran dry. It is under these circumstances that 
our lesson for this morning picks up. 

Knowing the context, look once more at the widow’s response to her son’s illness. Bitterness is there. Blame is 
there. One could make the argument that anger is there both towards Elijah but also towards God. Why? One 
might ask. Why when previous to this she was fully expecting death for herself but also for her son? Much 
could be said concerning the natural reaction to death but for now it would be fair to say before she was 
expecting death, she had come to grips with death and now that it seems like all is going to be okay, it 
becomes an unexpected thing once more. It is no longer seen as a natural thing but something that is coming 
as a punishment from God or an unexpected burden. It doesn’t feel right or fair any longer. 



For that reason, this is a good place to take a quick pause. Death is never natural. God did not create human 
beings to die. It is a direct result of sin entering this world. But because sin is a part of everyone and 
everything it has become something that every parent must explain to their child when a pet dies or relative 
dies, or when someone especially close to them dies. It is something we constantly try to avoid. It is something 
we don’t like to talk about. It is something that can cause life changing frustration, anger, distress, and 
sadness. It causes these things because it is the closest we can get on this earth to coming face to face with all 
of the horrible realities of the fact that we live in a fallen world. And without faith in our mighty conqueror of 
death, that is all it is. All we can possibly hope to do is to rationalize death away and place it into a category we 
label as “the natural order of things” or try to give it meaning, try to keep the person alive through some type 
of legacy. 

And while those things are not bad things and while even to a point, those things are important things, if they 
are just that, well then, at the end of the day we are left empty and without real answers or real hope. At the 
end of the day we are just left with how we feel about what we are doing to honor the dead or to soothe our 
aching hearts. But God wants us to have more than shaky, up and down feelings. God wants us to have 
confidence that is truth regardless of how we feel. That exact point is what we see as we continue on in our 
lesson.  

Elijah doesn’t skip a beat. His purpose in life was to be God’s mouthpiece, to proclaim the truth about who 
God is and what his will is. He walked closely with God throughout his life so, as he comes face to face with 
death, he views it much differently. He viewed it with immediate hope because of who his faith was in and 
because of what he knew God was powerful to accomplish.  

Immediately, he asks for the lifeless body of the widow’s son. He takes the dead child up to his room and he 
cries out to God asking that God would permit the life of the child to return to the boy. And God answers 
Elijah’s prayer doing so exactly as Elijah had asked. And the woman’s response? Not really what one would 
expect. It is certain that while Elijah stayed with this woman and her son he had talked to them about sin and 
grace. He had taught them about who God is and why faith is a powerful gift from God, how it holds onto God 
and his promises and her the woman gives credit where credit is due. It does not go to Elijah, it goes to the 
God and the truth of his Word. 

What an example the “old” faith lays out for us from both Elijah but also from this woman. It reminds us who 
our God is and why our faith has real power even in the darkest of days. It reminds us of this because it 
teaches us that our faith has nothing to do with our feelings, our strengths or our thoughts. But regardless it is 
strong and mighty because our faith is in our God who is strong and mighty. It is in the one to whom death 
must answer and to whom death must bow down to. For although, at the time of Elijah, God’s promise was 
just that still, a promise. It was a promise from the one who is truth so that promise was as good as complete, 
death was conquered before the words “It is finished” and “He is risen indeed” ever echoed across this earth.  

We have seen that reality in the word of God. For our faith, while it does mirror that of Elijah and that of this 
widow, is made even more certain because those promises have been fulfilled. And that changes death 
because it is our God who has chained death. It makes us able to view death the same as Elijah. It allows us to 
rest completely on the truth of the words of our Lord like the widow. It allows us to go forward each and every 
day echoing the words of Revelation 14 “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” Faith changes the 
landscape of death because our faith is in the one who crushed death. May this example of old faith even in 
death be new to us every day, be ours every day because it is what allows us to know a certain joy as it looks 
away from our weakness and draws from our God’s strength. Amen. 


