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It is claimed that about 50% of all songs ever written are about love. While I am not sure how that percentage 
is found it also doesn’t surprise me. Love is an extremely popular topic. It is easily relatable across many ages 
and social classes. Everyone wants to know love and feel love. People want to understand love and have a 
strong presence of love in their lives. And while one could make the argument that love is nothing more than a 
basic human emotion and desire, it is also clear that this is how God made us and there is a hole in our lives 
because of that if love is not there. 

Today, love is what we are looking at. But we are looking at it in a deeper way than just a human emotion, a 
need or a want. We are looking at it as a fruit of faith, a gift of the Holy Spirit and command from God to point 
others to God. We are looking at the special role love plays in our lives of faith specifically when it comes to 
seeing the connection we still have to our resurrected Christ through it. So let us turn back to our lesson this 
morning and not only learn more about what love is but why it is such an important God-given gift to show to 
each other as well as this fallen world. 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and know all the mysteries and have all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away everything I own, and if I 
give up my body that I may be burned but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient. Love is kind. Love 
does not envy. It does not brag. It is not arrogant. 5 It does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not 
irritable. It does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never comes to an end. 
But if there are prophetic gifts, they will be done away with; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be 
done away with. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 10 but when that which is complete 
has come, that which is partial will be done away with. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like 
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see indirectly using 
a mirror, but then we will see face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I was fully 
known. 13 So now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

If you have been to a wedding recently or have one coming up, there is a better than average chance you will 
hear part or all of this lesson. And while the command of love is most certainly meant for husbands and wives, 
they are not the subject of these verses. The topic of conversation in the chapters immediately preceding this 
section is worship, spiritual gifts, the body of Christ. And that is on whom this section continues its focus, 
brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. This is the Lord telling us how to treat each other, how to love each 
other. 

That is a remarkable fact when you think about it. The easiest person in this world to love is a spouse and that 
can be extremely difficult at times but in addition to that, who of us can look at this list and say with a bit of 
confidence, whatsoever, that we have practiced the love described here day after day on our spouses? We 
simply cannot. And Paul is not even talking about practicing this love on spouses, he is talking about you and 
me here practicing it on each other.  

The other remarkable fact is that Paul is not even describing love in its greatest works like sacrifices, 
martyrdoms, or triumphs. Instead, he is going in the ordinary circumstances of life as we meet them day by 
day and showing us the picture of Christ’s love as it must be in our daily lives. 

Do any of you feel overwhelmed, ashamed, cut to the heart? If you don’t, take a few moments to look around 
you. Look past your row, past the family at your side, look across the aisle, to the pews in front and behind and 
then hear again some of these descriptions. Patient or longsuffering, does not envy or brag, is not arrogant, 
not selfish, not irritable, does not keep a record of wrongs, bears all things, endures all things, never comes to 
an end. That is, only in part, the love you are to have for one another. It is the love, as we heard in our Gospel  



lesson, we are commanded to have for one another. Sadly, it is the love we fail to give one another. Sadder 
yet, in failing to show that love to one another it reflects poorly on our congregation and faith But saddest of 
all, it reflects upon our Savior and our regard for his commandments. 

Yet, here in front of us is an explanation of real love and love commanded to show to each other from our 
Savior Jesus. Bu it is not given as some sort of unattainable mockery to show just how unloving we can be 
towards each other, it is given from a Savior who showed this exact love to you, to me. It is given from a Savior 
who is patient with you, keeps no record of your wrongs,  because he has already bore all things, specifically 
your sin and mine. He endures and is eternal. It is given from a Savior who continues to gift his church with his 
love that we might be beacons in this world to what real love looks like. In fact, it is given from a God who is 
described in 1 John 4 as the very definition of love. It is who he is and it is what he does. 

And this gift, this very gift that makes up who and what God is given out to you and me. It is a gift grander 
than the tongues of angels. It is a gift, without which, makes prophecy worthless, knowledge and even faith 
worthless. It is because it is a gift that is lasting. It will never cease because God is eternal. Things on this earth 
will come to an end. Things needed on this earth to spread the gospel will no longer be needed in heaven. 
They will come to an end here, but at the end and for eternity there will still be love because God is love. And 
this is the gift God gives to you and me. This is why this gift is so important and useful. And this is why it is so 
important to show love to this fallen world because in doing so they will be shown God! 

But how cliché, right? Unlikely isn’t it? The battle cry of so many organizations and movements is no different. 
Shower them in kindness, show love to the world. World peace is desired and to have peace doesn’t one have 
to have love? Even among people who live their lives in direct opposition to God’s commands and word, the 
word love is not far from their lips. So how? How can love do this when multitudes talk about love and show 
love but live in direct opposition to God who is supposed to be love? 

How? Because the gift of knowing this love is the greatest God-given gift there is. How? Because knowing the 
source of this love means staring the most special, unique and deeply meaningful love right in the face in the 
person of Jesus Christ. To know him is to know love and that means the love you will be showing may fall 
under the same common word others use but that is only because English fails to have a word that can 
express it better. It is so very different because it isn’t easy. If it was easy, it would look like that which the rest 
of the world shows. It would lose its temper, it would not be patient, it would be centered on self, it would 
only be kind to get what it wants, it would be manipulative, and on and on. But not Christ’s love, to show his 
love is to show the face of God, the rugged cross, the empty tomb, the lamb on his throne.  

It is a tall task, but it is one God promises to help us with. He promises to continue to transform us by his Word 
and Sacraments. He promises to continue to strengthen our Christ like love as we grow in our faith. He 
continues to show us his love more and more until we experience our God face to face, where even then, in 
heaven, his love will continue to be more, never losing its shine but always amazing us in new and wonderful 
ways each and every day of eternity. David, made reference to that fact when he spoke of heaven in Psalm 16 
telling of eternal pleasures at God’s right hand. You know Christ’s love. God be praised! May we continue our 
praise through living that love, knowing it more and more for all eternity. Amen. 

 


