
Tips for Training Children to Participate in the Worship Service 
 
At Cow Creek Community Church we love children and believe they are very important. In Matthew 19:14, ‘Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”’ One of the things we learn from this verse 
is that Jesus wants children to come to Him. In most cases this will not happen unless older members of a church, primarily parents, 
train and help them so that they can learn to hear from Him in the Scriptures. Children are capable of learning at a rate that is 
unprecedented compared to the rest of us; however, they do need direction and training. 
 
We understand that this may be a task that parents feel inadequate for or unsure how best to accomplish this. In order to seek to help 
you toward this goal, we have provided some tips below to consider that can be helpful. 
 
Pursue growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Children learn a great deal from parents by observation and imitation. When parents repent, believe on Jesus Christ for salvation, and 
begin to grow as a follower of Christ, children begin to see the importance of worship and love for the Scriptures by their parents. This 
is a wonderful testimony to children of the power of God to transform people. 
 
Prepare for worship. 
With our busy lives it can be a great temptation to view Sunday morning worship as a last-minute addendum of a full week. For the 
believer in Jesus Christ worship is to be an ongoing reality of our lives. Throughout the week it can be helpful to talk about Sunday 
with our children. Anticipate the Bible passage that will be taught in the worship service. Begin finding ways to listen to some of the 
songs we sing during the service so that children can become familiar with them. Most of our worship songs can be found simply by 
searching for a song title on the internet. Sunday starts Saturday evening. Have clothes, shoes, Bibles, etc. set out the night before. 
Plan for Sunday morning by getting the children to bed early enough the night before. Plan a simple, ready to go breakfast. 
 
Anticipate what God might do during the worship service. 
The Word of God is powerful (Hebrews 4:12). It would be a mistake to assume that children are not able to comprehend the Bible’s 
teachings. Sure, they are not ready to understand at the rate of adults, but I can remember many things from an early age when I was 
not yet interested in spiritual things. Pray for your children. Encourage them to listen for key things mentioned in the sermon about 
God, Jesus, sin, salvation, etc. If they are small, ask them to draw a picture of something they hear from the message. If they are able 
to read, help them locate the text in their Bible (or the Bible from the chair in front of them). Ask them questions after the service on 
the drive home or while eating lunch. 
 
Train your children. 
This is not meant to be a frightful tip. All children require training. Just as children do not know what is best for their eating, education, 
sleeping, and general life skills but must be trained by parents in these areas, so also they do not naturally know how to interact in the 
context of a local church. Training in a public place is best begun in the home. Take opportunities to train children to sit in your lap or 
beside you to hear short stories read to them. Train them to sing songs together with you. Our worship service is an opportunity to 
train them as well. If they become restless or need instruction, take them to our overflow room in the upstairs of our Christian Life 
Center (gym). This provides an excellent opportunity to give instruction and continue to train them to learn to participate in the service. 
Over time they can grow in their ability to sit through the service and participate by listening and interact by simple note taking. 
 
 
  


