
Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,                                                     December 21, 2017 

I just wanted to write a quick follow up to the last prayer letter where I requested prayer 

for my oral surgery. I had the surgery a week ago Monday and the surgery itself went 

well. Because I was consciously sedated, I didn’t feel much pain or discomfort during the 

actual surgery. The pain and discomfort followed the surgery even though I was 

medicated. Needless to say last week was not my best week. But by Monday this week I 

finally felt human again and celebrated by going for a mountain bike ride at a local wine 

farm!  

Perhaps the worst part was that the surgeon harvested bone from my jaw for the bone 

graft he performed. Now, I must to wait 9 months and see if the bone grows back in the 

affected area. This will determine whether I have a bridge or more implants. So, there is 

more reconstructive work to be done later in 2018, but it will not be nearly as invasive as 

the surgery of last week!  

All and all it went very well. Debbie helped nurse me back to health and provided me a 

nice menu of soft foods I could eat without much chewing. I am grateful to have the 

surgery behind me now. Hopefully it is the last major oral surgery in that area of my mouth. 

I do want to thank you all for your prayers and the well wishes I received via email. Thank 

you one and all!  

May you all have a very blessed and Christ focused Christmas! As for me, I will be back 

in the saddle this Sunday preaching from Micah 5:1-4 with a message entitled “A Humble 

Beginning With Holy Results!”.  

Yours for the Mater’s Use 

Mark & Debbie Christopher 

Cape Town, South Africa 


