
The Agonizomai Striver 

“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works 

within me.” 
Colossians 1:28-29 

 

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,                                                        December 8, 2017 

It seems hard to believe that Debbie and I have been home in Cape Town for five weeks 

now! The last five weeks have been filled with recovering from jet lag, unpacking, and 

trying to get reestablished in the ebb and flow of life here in Cape Town and at Everglen 

Baptist Church. Upon our return from the US, we were quickly reminded that many times 

even the simplest of tasks can take numerous tries and a substantial amount of time and 

effort to accomplish. So, we have had to recalibrate our thinking and readapt to what I 

call the “Just now” mentality, whereby things will get done “Just now”, which is a common 

cultural response when you ask someone to do something for you. The “Just now” 

mentality is loosely defined as that indefinite period of time between now and eternity! By 

God’s grace we are patiently, if not painfully, making this needful cultural readjustment.  

One of the stark realities we were immediately confronted with upon our return is that 

Cape Town has been going through a severe drought. As a result, harsh water restrictions 

have been implemented. This means that every ounce of water now must be carefully 

accounted for and monitored. We have had to establish a grey water system and will have 

to purchase and set up rain tanks as time and finance allow. It seems that Cape Town 

has exploded with growth in the twenty-three years that we have lived and ministered 

here. Yet, for all its growth, the local municipality has not addressed the issue of water 

supply for an ever-expanding population. Now, couple this to three years of lower than 

normal winter rainfall, and you have the perfect storm for severe water restrictions. As 

with so many infrastructure issues here, the government mentality is one of reaction, not 

proaction. Thus, we are quickly adapting to a new attitude of hydrological ruthlessness.  

On the church front, it was wonderful to be reunited with Pastor Tiny Coupar and his wife 

Sue, as well as the whole Everglen Baptist family! I have already resumed my slot in the 

preaching schedule at church and am currently preaching through selected Psalms, 

mainly in the Sunday evening service. Because summer break has just begun, things 

have slowed down significantly at church as many of the folk here go on their summer 

holiday over the Christmas period. This slower pace will allow Debbie and I the 

opportunity to finish unpacking things, for me to get my new office set up (i.e., unpacking 

nearly 2000 volumes of hard-copy books), and a chance to catch up on people’s lives.  

Just prior to leaving Los Angeles, I learned that I had two abscesses in my mouth. 

Thankfully, a dentist from one of our supporting churches was able to address the one 

and sort it out with a root canal and crown before our departure. Unfortunately, the other 

abscess now requires major oral surgery: the removal of an implant and adjacent tooth, 



as well as nerve removal and significant bone grafting for degenerated bone around the 

implant. I certainly covet your prayers as I go under the knife this coming Monday, 

December 11th. I am slated for a two-hour surgery under conscious sedation. Barring any 

complications, I will need to stay in bed and close to home for a week following the 

surgery. Then I will have to wait nine months to see if the bone graft is successful or not, 

before the next installment of dental reconstruction is decided upon. One could say it has 

all left me a little down in the mouth, as this is the sixth surgery in the same area in the 

last twenty-two years.  

Debbie is doing very well and is still busy helping to get everything back on track here on 

the home front. She and I are trying to get used to the idea of being empty nesters. Having 

regular contact with both the kids in LA makes this transition a lot easier. Although, we 

will miss them both terribly on Christmas day. Our daughter contacts us almost daily, 

while Micaiah is in touch a couple times a week. This is certainly one of the positive uses 

of social media!  

In closing, Debbie and I both want to wish you all a truly blessed Christmas season! May 

your celebrations of the birth of Christ be blessed and rich as you spend time with family 

and friends, while seeking to worship the one who emptied Himself and took the form of 

a servant, so that He could seek and save that which is lost! May the reason for the 

season provide much fertile soil for the casting of gospel seed!  

 The Lord richly bless and keep you all through the Christmas season and into 2018!  

Yours for the Master’s Service 

Mark & Debbie Christopher 

 

Prayer Prompters: 

1. For both Debbie and myself as we ease back into the ministry here at Everglen 

and look toward the future of establishing Christ Seminary Cape Town in the year 

ahead!  

 

2. Please pray for a young man named Jonathan. Jonathan grew up at Everglen 

Baptist, but subsequently turned his back on Christ. He is now 27 years old, and 

just passed the South African bar exam and is embarking on his legal career. 

Through providence, Jonathan called me out of the blue and wanted to talk to me. 

Because Jonathan is also one of South Africa’s top amateur cyclists (he forfeited 

a pro contract in Europe to pursue a career in law), he wanted to meet for a ride 

and then discuss his spiritual estate with me. Yesterday morning I met and rode 

with him. He talked, I listened. Once I caught my breath, then I weighed in, 

reminding him of some essential gospel truths! Pray for his salvation, the salvation 

of his wife, and their little boy as I seek to point them to the cross!  



 

3. For the success of my surgery on Monday, the recovery period, the future 

prognosis, and the financial burden this procedure presents because it is not 

covered by our current medical plan. 

 

4. For gospel opportunities over the Christmas season. I have the opportunity to 

preach the gospel on the Sunday before Christmas, and will do so from Isaiah 

40:1-5, expositing the preparation for the King.  

 

5. For the safe arrival of the library we shipped from LA last week. It took eight weeks, 

over 200 emails, several phone calls, and many hours of time to finally get approval 

from the South African government to ship the goods tax free. But praise the Lord, 

the two pallets of books are now making their way to Cape Town via New York 

and on to Cape Town harbor!   

 

 

Serving through:  

Exalting Christ Ministries International 
710 Broadway St., 
Vallejo, CA 94590.  
707-553-8780 
 
Online gifts and support can be made at www.exaltingchristministries.org/ecmi  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


