
The Agonizomai Striver 

“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works 

within me.” 
Colossians 1:28-29 

 

 
 

Dear Friends and Ministry Partners,                                                                September 28, 2017 

Debbie and I greet you one last time from Los Angeles before departing for our beloved Cape 

Town in just a few short weeks! Since our last communique, our summer has flown by as we 

traveled all around Northern California and beyond. The last 7 weeks have seen us in San 

Antonio, Reno, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle, San Diego and a couple points in between.  

Last week we moved our summer base camp from Vallejo back to Los Angeles, so we could 

spend a bit of time with the kids while we make final preparations to depart from LAX on October 

31st. In these final few weeks before boarding an Airbus 380 bound for Dubai and then on to Cape 

Town, we will keep ourselves busy with a more weekend travel, sorting and packing, packing up 

and shipping a few hundred books donated for Christ Seminary Cape Town, and wrapping up last 

minute details for my continued PhD studies from Cape Town.  

Needless to say, it will be difficult to say goodbye to Janelle and Micaiah. Debbie and I both knew 

that this day would someday come. We just didn’t realize it would arrive so soon. At least we go 

with the confidence that both kids are settled and doing well. Janelle has started a master’s degree 

in library science online, while she works part-time at the Santa Clarita library. For his part, 

Micaiah is well into the first semester of his sophomore year at The Master’s University and doing 

well.  

All along the furlough way, we had the wonderful opportunity to meet with many friends, old and 

new, as we ministered in supporting churches. We want to especially thank those churches and 

individuals who hosted us and allowed us to minister along the furlough trail. Your love, kindness, 



and generosity means more to the two of us than we can adequately express. Please know that 

God has greatly used you to encourage and strengthen us for the journey ahead. We are truly 

blessed and grateful for all the wonderful ministry partnerships we enjoy. Our prayer for each 

church and individual is that our great God and Savior will richly bless and keep you all as 2017 

rapidly races to its terminus!  

Now, as we wrap up this marathon sojourn in the US, we would covet your prayers for the 

following requests: 

• Our long and arduous trip home (25 hours flying time, plus airport time) as well as getting 

resettled in our home and the church where we minister — Everglen Baptist Church. Much 

has changed at home and in the church, it will take a few weeks to get back up to speed.  

 

• Our kids’ safety, health, and spiritual wellbeing in Santa Clarita: 10,000 miles from mom 

and dad. 

 

• Our readjustment to South Africa: Based on regular Skype meetings with my South African 

colleague, Tiny Coupar, we know that much has changed in South Africa. The country’s 

economic prognosis is not good at all. South Africa is officially in a recession and has 

recently had its credit rating downgraded by the primary rating agencies. This is a direct 

result of governmental mismanagement, fraud, and corruption that systemically goes all 

the way to the president — Jacob Zuma. Unemployment is officially at 30%, while 

unofficially it is thought to be around 40%. This does little to curb the rampant crime that 

has long plagued South Africa. And race-divide and class-divide rhetoric from the ruling 

party only serves to further divide the country. All of this affects those to whom we minister 

in a myriad of ways.  

 

• For Mark as he prepares to take 3 exams next year as part of his ongoing PhD pursuits in 

Old Testament. Before he can progress to the dissertational stage of the program, he must 

take and pass a Hebrew exam, theological German, and what is known as Old Testament 

Introduction, which deals with how the Old Testament came together. All next year will be 

given to studying and passing these exams. So, every spare minute outside of ministry 

will be devoted to this ominous task. These exams will be taken from Cape Town.  

 

• Finally, pray for us as we lay the foundation for Christ Seminary Cape Town during the 

next year. There is much administratively that must be done before we can officially begin 

in January 2019. In the meantime, Mark will keep busy teaching unofficial classes to all 

who are interested at the lay level, as well as preaching through selected Psalms on 

Sunday evenings at Everglen.  

 

Yours for the Master’s Use 

Mark & Debbie Christopher 


