
The Agonizomai Striver 

“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works 

within me.” 
Colossians 1:28-29 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                May 30, 2017 

Long overdue greetings from our academic bunker in southern California! I must first 

issue a heartfelt apology for the lengthy interval between this and our last prayer letter. 

As most of you already know, this past academic year saw me in the trenches of post-

graduate studies. I am happy to report that this past Friday my academic residency 

finished with a two week module on the exegesis of selected Psalms. The regular 

semester saw me juggling three Semitic languages with more Hebrew, Aramaic, 

Akkadian, and an Old Testament Criticism (which I audited) class thrown in for good 

measure. Taking three Semitic languages simultaneously gave me academic 

indigestion on more than one occasion, but by God’s grace I managed to finish well!  

But this was only the first of three stages of the Ph.D. process. The next phase includes 

independently studying over the next 6 to 8 months to prepare for two exams — one in 

Hebrew and one in Old Testament Introduction, which essentially covers subjects 

related to how the canon of the Old Testament was formed.  

Now that the academic residency requirement has been fulfilled, most of the rest of the 

road ahead will be done at a distance. This means that Debbie and I can now head to 

Vallejo, California to visit our northern California supporters. We will spend the summer 

months up north before heading south again to Los Angeles in mid-September to 

finalize our plans and make sure our kids are sorted out and taken care of before 

heading home to Cape Town and the ministry God has for us there.  

Beyond the academic sojourn at The Master’s Seminary, much has happened over the 

last few months. Besides a number of weekend ministry opportunities, Debbie and I had 

the joy of attending our daughter Janelle’s graduation ceremony from The Master’s 

University (TMU) three weeks ago! She graduated with honors and a degree in English 

Literature. She is now working at branch of the Santa Clarita library preparing to start an 

online Master’s degree in library science. It goes without saying, we are extremely 

proud of her and the woman of God she has become.  

For his part, Micaiah finished his first academic year at TMU with a perfect 4.0 GPA! He 

exceeded our expectations and has set a standard that will be hard to maintain for the 

remaining 3 years. We pray that he develops as much spiritually as he did 

academically. He is presently working and living on campus this summer while he does 

an independent study in Latin.  



Debbie has enjoyed the opportunity to spiritually refresh herself by regularly attending 

Every Woman’s Grace at Grace Church. She has also had opportunities to help and 

see the kids on a regular basis. All the while she attended to the day-to-day activities of 

life and living while I buried myself in the books.  

If the truth be told, Debbie and I are both ready to go back to Cape Town. Though we 

have enjoyed our US pilgrimage, we miss our home, our pets, and the ministry God has 

given us. We are looking forward to getting stuck into the work there. Until then, we 

covet your prayers for safety on the roads as we visit with supporters and we begin 

preparations for our return to Cape Town.  

Even though we have been derelict in our correspondence with you, we thank you for 

your faithful prayers and support for the first half of 2017! May you all have safe and 

blessed summer as many of you take to the roads for some time off.  

Yours for the Master’s Use 

Mark & Debbie Christopher 

 

Prayer Requests: 

 For our summer travels to supporting churches and individual supporters.  

 

 For issues related to making sure both kids are set up and taken care of before 

our departure to Cape Town in late September. We are currently trying to figure 

out whether or not buy a used car for them to use. Neither of them have much 

driving experience, so I am of two minds concerning this.  

 

 For wisdom on decisions that will need to be made regarding Christ Seminary 

Cape Town. There will be much to do and prayerfully consider before we can 

officially begin Christ Seminary.  

 

 For our South African colleagues, Tiny and Sue Coupar and the ministry at 

Everglen Baptist Church. Tiny and Sue have had a huge load to carry by 

themselves. Thankfully we are about to add another man to our current elder 

board of two. Please pray for Herman as he prepares for his ordination, which 

will have skype component so I can participate in this exciting development!  

 

 

 



Serving through: 
Exalting Christ Ministries International 
710 Broadway Street 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
 

Note: All gifts and support should be sent to ECMI in care of The Christopher’s. Online 

gifts can be made at exaltingchristministries.org/ecmi    
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