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The Agonizomai Striver 
“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 

striving according to His power, which mightily works 
within me.” 

Colossians 1:28-29 
 

Dear Friends,                                                                                      December 5, 2016 

Ever since landing in the USA in late July, the pages of the calendar have turned so 

rapidly that it has caused quite a gale force wind in our lives. So as I begin this long 

overdue note of praise and thanks, let me begin by apologizing for vanishing, where 

prayer letters are concerned. 

Our furlough truly began with a bang: After attending the Grace Ministries International 

Conference in Los Angeles, we (Debbie, Micaiah, and I) loaded up in a rental car and 

took to the highways and byways of the west coast, visiting Community Bible Church in 

Vallejo, my Dad in Oregon, and couple of friends along the way as we headed south on 

the very long and exceedingly monotonous I-5.  

Upon arriving at our temporary abode, a missionary apartment complex, in Pasadena, 

California, we hastily unpacked and sought to quickly establish ourselves before the 

next hurricane of busyness rolled in. Then Debbie and I managed to get both kids 

settled in at The Master’s University so that Janelle could begin her final year, while 

Micaiah began his freshmen year. Debbie and I are profoundly grateful for God’s 

provision to send both kids to TMU this year. He has so wonderfully provided through a 

variety of sources.  

Once both kids were settled, then there was the small matter of one gray-headed 

pentagenarian reigniting an academic career that ended some 23 years ago! And with 

that, my extreme academic makeover began in late August with the force of tsunami 

and a wall of doctoral level work sweeping me far out to sea. So for the last 4 months, I 

have been feverishly treading water in an attempt to keep my nose above the academic 

waterline.  

This semester literally has seen me baptized in the Hebrew language with courses in 

Hebrew exegesis, advanced Hebrew grammar, and some ancient Ugaritic (a related 

Semitic language) thrown in the mix for good measure! With less than 2 weeks to go in 

the semester, I am happy to report, that by God’s enabling grace, I am still furiously dog 

paddling in hope of making the needed GPA to continue — anything less than a B 

(85%) is a fail at this level.  
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Next semester promises even more academic thrill-seeking fun with ancient Akkadian, 

Aramaic, and more Hebrew on the menu. It is no wonder I am beginning to get in touch 

with my inner Semite! My academic year at The Master’s Seminary will conclude with a 

2 week module in late May with a Hebrew exegesis course on Psalm 119. I can’t wait to 

masticate on that Psalm and then share the feast from the pulpit.  

So why all of the Semitic language courses? Beside the fact that they are required to 

study Old Testament at TMS, there is a logical explanation which is beyond the scope 

of this letter. But if you see us along the furlough way, I will be happy to explain, if you 

are interested.  

In all, I am inexpressibly thankful for the opportunity to sharpen my sword at this level, 

under the expert and godly tutelage of the TMS Old Testament department, and my 

adviser Dr. Bryan Murphy. In a further anthem of praise, all of the fees and tuition for the 

year’s study have been generously supplied via a scholarship and grant!  

Beyond classes and study, Debbie and I have traveled most weekends until recently, 

ministering in supporting churches from San Diego to Hollister. There have been a 

number of weekday ministry appointments as well like preaching in TMS chapel, 

teaching a 3 hour mission’s class one Monday at TMU, and Debbie addressing Every 

Woman’s Grace at Grace Church. There have also been numerous lunch meetings with 

TMS students who have sought me out to chat about ministry and global missions. So 

while we may be stateside, we are no less busy in the ministry God has given us. The 

focus may be different, but the opportunities no less abundant.  

Now as we enter into the Christmas season, Debbie and I are excited about having both 

kids home for a few weeks and having Debbie’s mom fly in from South Africa! We 

always look forward to this time of year because it affords us another chance to reflect 

upon the self-effacing Christ, who in the fullness of time, made Himself a little lower than 

the angels that He might secure salvation’s plan for sinners. It is certainly a time to 

meditate upon transitory and eternal blessings that have been received from above!  

In this vein, Debbie and I would like to thank each and every one of you for your 

prayers, support, and encouragement received in 2016. All of which has coalesced to 

enable and continue the ministry God has given us over the last 22 years. 

May your Christmas and New Year be filled with innumerable blessings and many 

joyous memories. Now, may Christ fill the viewfinder of your lives this season!  

Yours for the Master’s Use 

Mark and Debbie Christopher 

 



3 
 

 

Prayer Request: 

 Our continued ministry and travels which will resume in the New Year and 

continue until our departure next September (2017). 

 

 Our South African colleagues, Tiny and Sue Coupar. There have been a couple 

of ministry challenges of late, which Tiny has had to confront by himself. 

Although, SKYPE has made it possible for us to confer and discuss these 

matters.  

 

 Micaiah, as he seeks God’s will, regarding which major and career path to 

pursue. Right now he is getting all of his general ed. requirements out of the way 

to prepare the way for whatever major he should decide upon.  

 

 Christ Seminary Cape Town and its startup upon our return to South Africa.  

 

 Mark, as he endeavors to rise to the occasion of doctoral studies. It is a long 

road to travel. Once the course work is completed, there are a couple of exams 

to take, a theological German module to complete and pass, and then a 

dissertation to write, which will be written part-time while ministering back in 

Cape Town.  

Praise: For God’s marvelous and matchless protection and provision during our furlough 

sojourn! 

Serving through: 

Exalting Christ Ministries International 
710 Broadway Street 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
 
Note: All gifts and support should be sent to ECMI in care of The Christopher’s. Online 
gifts can be made at exaltingchristministries.org/ecmi    

Prayer%20Letter%20Dec%202016.docx

