
The Agonizomai Striver 
“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 

striving according to His power, which mightily works 
within me.” 

Colossians 1:28-29 

Dear Friends,                                                                                         February 25, 2016 

Before anymore of 2016 marches by, we wanted to take a few moments to update you 

with our status regarding life and ministry here in Cape Town. Needless to say, 2016 

has gotten off to rapid start with little chance to catch our collective breath. 

In our last letter, I mentioned the situation with our new house. We continue to face 

various challenges in relation to the recent move. Because of the discovery of the 

doggie day care on the other side of our back wall, I have had two meetings with the 

neighbors in question. It goes without saying I am not their pick for neighbor of the year, 

even though my approach was amicable and non-threatening. Given their response, it 

seems I will have to approach the authorities to see what, if anything, can be done.  

Regarding family life, all are well and prospering by God’s grace. Micaiah is adjusting 

from high school life to preparing for college at The Master’s College in August. He 

recently received his final results for the nationally standardized exams all South African 

seniors have to take. He managed straight A’s in every single subject, so he officially 

graduated (matriculated) with honors! He is now working part-time as a tutor and 

learning how to drive before he prepares to head stateside with us in mid-July.  

We hear from Janelle, who is at Master’s College, almost daily. She is having very good 

3rd year maintaining good grades, working hard in the library, and growing spiritually! 

We are looking forward to seeing her in May, when she comes home for a couple 

months before we head to the states on furlough.  

Debbie and I are both keeping busy with life and ministry. Debbie is enjoying getting to 

know some of the ladies in the church that she wasn’t able to get to know until now, 

because of the distance we faced before the move. My year has started with a bang. I 

am currently teaching a class on Tuesday nights on block diagramming, teaching about 

20 people how to break a passage down in English, develop the dominate thought and 

a teaching outline. On Thursday nights, I am teaching a marriage class to about 32 

people. Then I regularly preach Sunday evenings as I attempt to finish up the book of 

Leviticus.  

In our last communique, I mentioned James, a former pro cyclist. I met with him several 

times sharing the gospel. James appears to have made a profession of faith earlier in 

life, but has never been taught. Sadly it came out that he has been battling alcoholism 



for the last 8 years, so I am currently working through that issue with him. He has made 

good progress in a short time, but I am monitoring the situation closely. Please continue 

to pray for James and his growth in grace along with his victory over alcohol.  

Other prayers requests include: 

 The continued prospects of Christ Seminary Cape Town. As it stands now, we 

will only officially start upon our return from furlough, with or without 

accreditation.  

 The various ministries we are currently involved in at Everglen Baptist: Debbie 

and her role in working with a few of the women; Micaiah as he teaches Sunday 

school and serves in the music ministry; and for me and my various teaching 

duties, leadership development, and working with the pastor as we chart a 

course for the future.  

 A fellow Master’s Seminary alum, Lonngren Taljaard, has started a new church 

plant in the university town of Stellenbosch some 20 miles from us. I had the 

privilege of preaching there 3 weeks ago and was thrilled to see the good 

response he has had in a short time. Please pray for this fledgling work in a very 

needy university town. Lonngren will be joining me as one of the lecturers in 

Christ Seminary Cape Town!  

 We are long overdue for a furlough — it has been 5 years since our last furlough. 

Our plan is to leave Cape Town in mid-July and head to LA and begin furlough 

there getting Micaiah situated at Master’s along with his sister, who will begin her 

final year. We need much wisdom and grace as we plan and schedule for all that 

this will entail.  

We truly count it a great privilege and joy to have so many who have prayed so many 

years for us! Our hearts are overflowing with gratitude for all the prayers, support, and 

encouragement that we have received from our stateside partners! We look forward to 

catching up with many of you in the months to come. Until then, may God’s grace be 

yours in abundant measure for 2016 and beyond!  

Yours for the Master’s Use 

The Christophers 

Mark, Debbie, and Micaiah 

 


