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“And we proclaim Him … And for this purpose also I labor, 
striving according to His power, which mightily works 

within me.” 
Colossians 1:28-29 

Dear Friends ,                                                                                                 May 5, 2015 

The year is quickly flying by like a bullet train and we are already starring down the 

barrel of May and approaching the half-way mark of 2015. During my recent trip to the 

Shepherd’s Conference in Los Angeles, I had joyous opportunity to meet with 

delegations from 12 different supporting churches. Though the time with each was 

short, the fellowship was no less sweet!  

My two South African colleagues who accompanied me to the conference were 

profoundly impacted by all they saw, heard, and those they met. They are now seeking 

to build on it all as they find new ways to apply the lessons learned to our specific 

context in Cape Town.  

Later next week Dr. Bryan Murphy and one of his interns, David Fall, arrive from 

southern California to minister in our midst. Bryan is a professor of Hebrew and Old 

Testament at The Master’s Seminary. He is also the pastor of one of our longest 

supporting churches, Roosevelt Community Church in Lancaster, California. Bryan will 

be both preaching and leading a week long seminar from the early chapters of Genesis 

in a series entitled “Genesis: Creation, Fall, and Flood”. David will be surveying the 

landscape of ministry here with a view to returning after graduating from seminary and 

joining the ministry here in Cape Town, which will include teaching in our eventual 

branch work of Christ Seminary.  

On the Christ Seminary front, we are doing what we learned to do many years ago 

when we arrived — wait. We are still at the government’s mercy as we wait for them to 

approve Christ Seminary’s new 3 year Bachelor of Theology degree. Once the new 

degree is approved only then can we formally apply to be a branch of Christ Seminary. 

Then we wait and pray once again. So no matter how you slice it, this is very much a 

waiting game. It could be anywhere from 6 to 18 months before everything is given the 

two-thumbs up.  

All of the Christophers are well and blessed greatly of God! Janelle finishes up her 

second year at Master’s College on Thursday and then heads home to Cape Town on 

Friday, only to arrive Sunday morning. Micaiah is more than a little preoccupied with his 

bell-lap year at Wynberg Boys High. Besides playing in three different school bands, he 

sings in the choir, studies hard, and serves in student government. On top of it all he 



teaches Sunday school at Everglen Baptist to 6 and 7 year olds. The kids absolutely 

love him. It seems the teaching gene didn’t skip a generation in his case!  

For her part, Debbie is the CEO of all that goes on behind the scenes as she continues 

to serve as the glue in our busy lives. She is looking forward to having both the kids 

here for the next 3 ½ months for what will probably be the last time. So we hope to 

make the most of their presence before we enter the next phase of our lives — empty 

nesters. 

As for me, my life is never boring with preaching, teaching, leadership development, 

advising other pastors in the area, preparing for Christ Seminary, and now finishing a 

Master’s of Theology in Old Testament dissertation, which I started several years ago 

but never finished — until now. I certainly covet your prayers as I approach the finish 

line of this 180 page research project. The title of the dissertation — in case somebody 

asks — is “A Grammatical-Historical Critique of the Pro-Gay Hermeneutic in Leviticus 

18:22 and 20:13.” Despite the ominous sounding title, it should have more than a little 

practical relevance in this same-sex obsessed world. There is some talk of taking this 

thesis and expanding upon it for a non-residential Ph.D. program. Sounds like a lot 

more midnight oil to be burnt in the next couple of years. But the fruit of it will be seen 

both in the credential to lead a seminary, and in helping many others circumnavigate 

through the gauntlet of the fine-sounding arguments made by pro-gay theologians.  

As a family, we have so much for which to be thankful and for which to praise the Lord. 

One of our reoccurring praises is for all the churches and individuals who give of their 

time to pray for the ministry God has given us. Likewise, we are inexplicably grateful for 

those whom God has used to sustain us in the work here in Cape Town. We are truly 

privileged to be partnered with so many like-minded saints in this far flung place!  

Now Unto Him Who Alone Is Able! 

The Christophers 

Mark, Debbie, Janelle, and Micaiah 

P.S. While the kids are both here we will have new family portrait taken and make that 

available once it is taken.  

Prayer Requests: 

 Janelle’s journey home later this week and for time at home. 

 The impact of the short-term team of Bryan Murphy and David Fall. 

 The transitional team, which just started meeting at Everglen Baptist. From this 

team will come our eventual elders and deacons.  



 Upcoming non-credit courses I will be teaching on Tuesday nights to help 

prepare potential students for Christ Seminary Cape Town.  

 For those in the South African education department making the decisions 

related to our proposed branch work of Christ Seminary. For the wheels of 

socialistic bureaucracy to move a bit more efficiently.   

 


