Kids Spot
May 2
National Day of Prayer
In the Chapel from Sunrise to Sunset
All are welcome!
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May 5
Fellowship Luncheon after morning service.
Dennis Johns preaching
May 6th
May By the Bay
May 12
Mother’s Day
May 14
WOM 9:15 am
May 15
Quarterly Business Meeting 6:00 pm
May 16
Joy Group - Noon
May 18
Judson Group - 9:30 am
Armed Forces Day
May 21
WMU Spring Gathering/Salad Supper
May 5th
Luncheon after am service; food provided
Dennis John’s to preach
May 12th
Mother’s Day

Our National Day of Prayer, May 2nd brought many
people to our sanctuary to pray for our country and
many other needs.. It is our right and privilege to
do so.

May 16th
Joy Group Noon
May 18th
Armed Forces Day
Judson Group 9:30 am

.

May 21st
WMU Spring Gathering/Salad Supper
May 27th
Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED
June 11th
WOM 9:15 am
June 15th
Father’s Day

Our Teens and adults enjoying a great time
at the Pleasure Pier during Amp it Up!!!! A
great time was had by everyone!

Our International Bible Study Class! What a
great looking group!!

Easter Sunday, what a blessed time
with our church family. A glorious time
to celebrate a Risen Savior!!
He is Alive!!! Hallelujah!!

A Note From Bro. John Guedry
Do you have any exciting plans for this summer? Maybe you’re going
to visit family, or celebrating a special occasion, or taking a trip to
some place you’ve always wanted to see. For Beth and me, no matter
where we go or why we go there, we end up doing some sightseeing –
points of interest along the journey and unique sites near our destination. Sometimes those sites are the destination. Whether it be the
beauty of nature or a place of historical significance or a wonder of
mankind’s achievement, it is rewarding for us to actually see something we’ve only read about or heard stories of. Life’s best moments
happen when we see these places with our own eyes, walk them in our
own steps, and absorb them into our own stories.
When Jesus called His first disciples to stop what they were doing, lay
down everything, and follow Him, He was inviting them to walk with
Him to experience the fulfillment of His Kingdom, a prophetic wonder
they had only read about, heard about, and longed for. Often they
missed what He was trying to show them. They could only see with
their physical eyes the sites He was showing them – fields and bread
and birds and wells, and frankly these were things they could have
seen on their own. But as they continued to follow Him, their eyes
were opened to deeper spiritual Truth that only He could reveal to
them. He faithfully shaped these ordinary, flawed men and women into vessels through which the power of God could flow with force and
significance. What they had always heard about and imagined and
taken for granted was now real and active among them, and the world
around them was transformed.
His calling to us is no different. He didn’t call us to just learn about
Him or join His organization or tack an activity onto our regular lives.
He summoned us to follow Him, to experience life with Him, to see
what only He can show us. Through everyday, ordinary circumstances
of each of our lives, He wants to unveil for us what He is really up to
and how we can participate with Him in His Kingdom. These stories
we’ve always heard and read don’t have to just be distant imaginations
and intellectual factoids. We can actually see them for ourselves, no
trip to Israel necessary. Right here in our homes, on our streets, in our
jobs, in our ministries, and even in our recreation, we can see with our
own eyes what those disciples did. Jesus is alive in us by His Spirit,
able to guide us in all Truth, teach us in all circumstances, and empower us with all God’s power.
Are we willing to surrender to that, denying ourselves, taking up our
crosses daily, and following Him? Can we say to Him that we want all
of the best He has for us? Are we willing to let Him be our tour guide
and give sight to what we’ve only seen in stories? Wherever He takes
you today and in the season ahead, you can experience the fullness of
life that only He can offer. As you live the fullness of the Jesus life,
others around you will be changed by it as well. So do some sightseeing! See for yourself with the eyes He can give you the beauty and fullness of the life God has prepared for you.

A Word from Renea

Devotional Moment

Children’s ministry has been busy this year! We’ve had
a wonderful semester in Sunday School and Children’s
Church with a number of visitors popping in. Our
kiddos have visited the Meridian twice to take cards and
visit the residents there (many thanks to Kathy Whatley for coordinating that). They also enjoyed an egg
hunt on Easter morning during Sunday School; we apologize if we were a bit noisy that morning! There was
much excitement in air! It was equally exciting this
past Wednesday when our children got to visit the
Awana store and spend their hard-earned Awana bucks
that they have been saving from memorizing scripture.
As summer is fast upon us, we are planning our summer
Children’s Ministry activities. Our two biggest are summer camp and VBS. At the end of June, our current 3rd
-6th graders will be traveling to Pineywoods Baptist Encampment for children’s camp. You can show your support for our children by sponsoring, or helping to sponsor a child to camp! Go to the church website and click
on “Make a Donation” under the “Giving” tab. Be sure
to choose preteen camp. I know our parents will appreciate your support!
You can also support our second big summer children’s
ministry activity, VBS! Mark your calendars for July
28th- August 1st. We need lots of volunteers to make
this a great VBS for the kiddos! VBS is a wonderful opportunity to reach out to the community, draw people to
the Lord, and sow the Word of God into the next generation. Come and be a part of what God is doing in the
Children’s Ministry of First Baptist Church, we know
you won’t want to miss it!
Love in Christ,
Renea Carnes

Who would've ever guessed it? Out of the blue
came this nobody. He had spent his youth working for
his dad in the quiet, rugged outdoors. Now, suddenly, he
was the most famous man in the country. But he couldn't wait to retreat to the hills where life was simple
and uncluttered. That first night back under the stars
must have been a restless one as he recalled the
frightening scene of battle . . . the intimidating sound
of the giant's voice as it echoed across the chasm . . .
the feel of those five smooth stones . . . the deadening
thud as rock struck forehead . . . the shout of triumph .
. . the admiring look of dismay from the tall Israelite
king. Now, silence.
Little did the lad know that God would lead him
to more valleys—deeper than he could have dreamed
possible. The events that followed the giant killing defied logic.
Even though David conducted himself with humility, loyalty, and grace, the man whose face—and life!—
he had saved turned against him. Displeased by the
boy's popularity, insecure over his own eclipsed public
image, King Saul became a savage, driven mad by suspicion and jealousy.
In spite of this tragic twist in their relationship,
David prospered. Three times in the biographical account we read that fact (1 Sam. 18:5, 14, 15). In addition, "he behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul" (18:30). This led to growing popularity,
increased favor in the eyes of Saul's inner circle, military victories, and enormous praise from the public. David found himself sandwiched between public applause
and private horror.
It is easy to forget that two magnificent, lasting
benefits were born out of that womb of woe: first, the
deepening of much of David's character; and second,
the composing of many of David's psalms. The traits we
remember and admire as being worthy of emulation
were shaped, honed, and polished while he lived like a
fugitive in the wilderness, and the psalms we turn to
most often emerged from a broken heart.
Where are you today? Has there been a recent
breakdown? A trust no longer there? A friend no longer
near? A dream no longer clear? A future no longer
bright?
Take heart! It is in that precise crucible that
God can (and often does) do His best work!
Some of your best traits and some of your finest
works will grow out of the incredibly painful periods of
your life.
Charles Stanley

