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March 2
FBC Hosts BSM
March 5
Week of Prayer for North American Missions

March 12

Daylight savings begins. Spring ahead one hour.

AWANA
Kids,
Cubbies,
and
Babies.

February 11
was our
second
annual First
Responders
appreciation
meal.

March 14
Women on Mission - 9:15 am
Senior Adult Game Day - 1:30 pm GBA
March 16
J.O.Y. Group - Noon
Speaker– Beth Turner
March 18
Judson Group- 9:30 am
March 19
Finance meeting - 4:00 pm
Deacon Meeting -5:00 pm
March 26
Men’s Breakfast –8:00 am– Fellowship Hall
Church Council-4:30 pm
Church Conference- 6:00 pm

March 31-April 1

Iron Man Fundraiser

(Right)
Feb. Birthday girls.
(Below)
Our Island
kids going
behind the

We kicked
off the
Go Tell
Crusade
with a
banquet on
February
7.

A Note from
The Pastor

Dear Loved Ones,
Well it is now March and we are already rounding out the first quarter of 2017! God is doing amazing things here at First Baptist Church Galveston! If you are reading this at the very beginning of
the month, we should be finishing the Pre-School renovations in the next few days! So please plan
on sticking your head in this newly refurbished area whenever you get the chance. There are many
more areas in the church which will start to look differently (for the good) in the coming months and
years, Lord willing.
Other than the physical facilities, the Lord has blessed us with new members and regular attenders. He has blessed us at the start of the year financially as well. He has allowed us to make some
technological advances in the service (video announcements) and on our website. And it is my prayer that He has allowed all who are willing to grow spiritually as we study God’s Word together (and
individually) each week seeking to learn how to live out God’s Word in His world.
With all of these wonderful things happening, it could be easy to lose our focus. Golf immortal Arnold Palmer recalls a lesson about staying focused:
“It was the final hole of the 1961 Masters tournament, and I had a one-stroke lead and
had just hit a very satisfying tee shot. I felt I was in pretty good shape. As I approached my ball, I saw an old friend standing at the edge of the gallery. He motioned
me over, stuck out his hand and said, ‘Congratulations.’ I took his hand and shook it,
but as soon as I did, I knew I had lost my focus.
On my next two shots, I hit the ball into a sand trap, then put it over the edge of the
green. I missed a putt and lost the Masters. You don’t forget a mistake like that; you
just learn from it and become determined that you will never do that again. I haven’t
in the 30 years since” (Carol Mann, The 19th Hole, quoted in Reader’s Digest).
There is so much more that the Lord has for us in 2017 and beyond. His deep desire is that “none
should perish, but all come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). We are merely beginning. We must maintain focus. Please be in prayer for our ability to reach our Jerusalem this Spring (and the rest of the
year). Please be in prayer for how you can help with our outreach events (Go Tell Bay Area and the
Easter Egg Hunt). Please be in prayer for where the Lord is leading you in giving, both financially
and of your talents and abilities through serving.

Nathan’s
Notes

It is hard to believe that we are already turning the calendar to March. It seems like just yesterday we celebrated the
beginning of 2017. As we turn the calendar to March it
means that spring is just around the corner. I remember
the fun of spring. Every year my granddad would take me
out of school for a day, yes I got to play hooky, and we
would go fish for sand bass in the creeks of East Texas.
As a church we are creating experiences for people every
time they walk in our doors. I want us to be conscientious
of that reality that every time people come here, and leave
here, they will have memories of their experience. Are they
good memories or bad? The neat thing about experiences
for people is that we as a church control some of the experience, and one thing we control is the first impression.
Studies tell us that the most important time for a first impression is the first 7 seconds. Wow that’s quick. How does
someone feel when they get out of their car about being
here? How do they feel when they walk up to a building?
How are they greeted? All of those questions and more is
what our first impressions team is going to attempt to address.
You have probably seen the green “I Love to Serve” card in
your worship guide the past few Sundays. I first want to
thank all of you who have filled that out and want to get
involved, especially with first impressions. Our First Impressions Team will be a wonderful asset to creating a
memorable experience where people are welcomed, guided
to the proper place, and they feel like they can be apart of
our community.
I want to encourage you to take charge of the first impression that people get of our church when they walk in the
doors, whether you have singed up to be on the team or not.
I want to challenge you to be on the look out for guests at
church, and to greet them in a warm and inviting way. I
want to challenge you to serve on the First Impressions
Team and be apart of creating experiences. We want to
create an experience from parking lot to pew where people
feel warmly welcomed and that we are excited that they are
here worshiping with us today. You, the church, are the
only people who can do that.

God will do great things through First Baptist Church Galveston if we will merely stay focused! The
Apostle Paul puts it this way, “do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one
gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize” (2 Corinthians 9:24).

We have experienced great first impressions of a places,
and I am sure we have experienced bad ones too. What is
the first impression of our church to people who are here for
the first time? I want people to have a wonderful experience
because when people do that there is a greater chance that
they will feel more comfortable and allow themselves to
encounter God.

So let’s stay focused living out God’s Word in His world!

Lets allow the first impression we put fourth as a church to
be a tool to help people find God.
Blessings,
Nathan

Warm Thoughts from Beth

Life is better
Connected.”

Island Kid’s Ministry
Spring is right around the corner, and I love this
beautiful time of year! I always look forward to seeing how
God uses the beauty of His world and the changing of the
seasons to teach us about Him. I saw this cute idea on the
MINISTRY-TO-CHILDREN Website, and thought you
might enjoy taking your kids on a “New Life Treasure
Hunt.”

Grab a camera and entrust it to your child if you’re
brave. Take binoculars and/or a magnifying glass
and hunt for signs of new life. Photograph your
findings. Look for perennials poking up through
the ground, buds on the trees, and insects crawling
in the dirt. Look and listen for birds, streams of
rushing water, and tadpoles turning into frogs. Go
to a farm to snap pictures of baby animals. Visit a
newborn infant and witness the joy of a mom and
dad welcoming new life into the world. Develop the
pictures for a photo album, scrapbook, or spring
photo display.
Discuss 2 Corinthians 5:17-18, “Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!” Unpack what our hearts
and lives look like without Christ – dead and without hope in the world. Talk about how Christ died
so that we might live. When we invite Him to be a
part of our lives, He gives us new life in Him. Tell
your story of redemption to your children. Discuss
how Christ made your life new. Challenge yourself
and your family to live as new creations, living for
God and others.

What a blessing our FBC Galveston Island Kids have been
this past month! They truly have been “Living out
God’s Word in His World”! Our kids made thank you
cards and goodie bags for all of the First Responders
who came to our church for lunch! They also made Valentine Cards for a Valentine Banquet for all of our Senior Adult Ladies. Our kids where spreading the love of
Christ all month long!
We are so excited too, about the beautiful renovations taking place in our preschool area! Everything is getting painted, the ceiling tiles are being replaced, floors are
getting cleaned, and a welcome desk is being put in! It is
going to be such a blessing to our families…and is being
“Made New”! Also, we would love to have you join us to
teach Sunday School, help out in Awanas or the Preschool
area on Wednesday nights, be a greeter, fill in once every 6
weeks to work in the nursery during the church service, or
help in Island Kid’s Worship! You will be such a blessing
to our kids…and they will bless you, too! Have a wonderful
March, and remember…you are loved!
Warmly,
Beth Turner

