July 2017

July 2
OCC - Flip Flops and Socks Sunday
July 4

Office Closed
July 9
OCC - Bar Soap and Wash Cloths Sunday

(Left) Phew!
Vacation Bible
School is
Exhausting!

THE HERALD

(Left and below) Donuts
with Dads

(Below) Dance,
Jump and Shout!

(Right and
below )
Battleship
Commissioning

July 11
Women on Mission - 9:15 a.m.
Senior Adult game Day - 1:30 p.m. - GBA

July 15
Judson Group - 9:30 a.m.
July 16
OCC - Small Toy Sunday
Discover First - 12:00 p.m.

July 19
Ice Cream Social—Schreiber Park
(Rocket ship Park) 6:00-8:00 p.m.
July 23
OCC - School Supply Sunday
Finance Committee Meeting - 4:00 p.m.
Deacons Meeting - 5:00 p.m.
July 28
CWJC Spaghetti Dinner

July 30
Men’s Breakfast - 8:00 a.m.
OCC - Special Offering for Shipping Sunday

(Above) Cops and
Clergy
In the Battle of the Girls vs the boys for
Offering. The Girls won and therefore
Brother John got the Pie in his face!

Vacation Bible School
Summer Reading Program: Build a Better World
Hey kids, don’t forget, books you check out from
the church library also count for summer reading
points. The library is upstairs in the education
building. See Ms. Ellen (our Librarian) for more
information.

First Baptist Church, Galveston

A Note From the Pastor

Dear Loved Ones,
The year is half-over and God has already done so much
in and through FBC Galveston! We have added nearly
fifty people to our congregation through our “Discover
First” class in the past three months. We have another
one scheduled for Sunday, July 16, directly after the service in the Fellowship Hall. Please let anyone who might
want join, or just learn more about our church, know
about this opportunity! They can contact me
(john@fbcgalveston.org), any of the staff, or the church
office, and we will make sure we have a place for them.
We have great plans for the fall, and are already preparing for new classes for adults, youth, and children/
preschool on both Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. However, we need your help for these to come to
fruition. It is said that many people never serve merely
because they have never been asked. Well, consider this a
personal invitation from your pastor for you to join us in
serving the Lord at FBC Galveston. Our top needs for
these new activities in the fall are for teachers of adults,
youth, and children/preschool on both Sunday morning
and Wednesday evening. That being said, we can also use
your help in many other areas/teams: A/V and technology;
First Impressions (greeting); yard maintenance; and prayer are just a few.
These are all real (tangible) needs, but the most important is prayer. We absolutely desire you all to serve,
but to do so along with prayer. Some may no longer be
able to physically serve, but you can pray (the greatest
ministry to which any of us can aspire). As Billy Graham
has said, “the Bible says”…“the prayer of the righteous is
(both) powerful and effective” (James 5:16). We, when we
are in right standing before the Lord, have much power
and are extremely effective when we pray. Solomon gives
us the reason why, “(the Lord) hears the prayer of the
righteous” (Proverbs 15:29). The Lord hears and answers
your prayers (maybe not always in the affirmative, but be
assured, He hears and answers).
When we are praying in the Father’s will, we will always
have those prayers answered in the affirmative (because
it is God’s will, see Romans 12:2). God’s will is that “none
should perish, but all would come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9). Your service at FBC Galveston will go a long way to
furthering the mission of FBC Galveston (the Great Commission) as we “live out God’s Word in His world,” and
can be a small part of fulfilling God’s will (in helping lead
sinners to repentance and to right relation to the Lord).

In Christ,
Bro. John

Nathan’s
Notes

“Life is better
Connected.”

When Vladimir was nine he received a Operation
Christmas Child Shoe Box. He was overwhelmed by the
generosity and enjoyed the really neat stuff he got, all
except for the weird stringy stuff he didn’t know what it
was. He licked it thinking it was candy and when he
discovered it floated he used it to tie sticks together to
make toys that floated. What he had received was dental floss, he did not know what it was, nor how to use it
when he got it, but his OCC box exposed him to something new.

The Christian life is about making connections with
people and offering them something they didn’t know
they needed, but that ends up being the best thing ever,
the gospel. Through Christmas in July we have the opportunity to connect with people all over the world and
to bless their lives with small gifts of flip-flops and tube
socks or school supplies. Contained within that gift the
greatest gift the message of the gospel.
The month of July is a month of connection opportunities for our church, and connection opportunities are
really gospel opportunities. In addition to brining something for shoe boxes you can join us on the 19th of July
for an Ice Cream Social at Rocket Ship Park. This is an
incredible opportunity for you to invite friends and
neighbors to share a sweet treat, and to build relationships with people you may not know to earn the opportunity to share the gospel with them and connect them
to our church. And all of that happens with a Popsicle
or ice cream sandwich.
In July there is also going to be another opportunity to
connect and learn more about our church through Discover First. We are going to offer our connection class
on the 16th and if you or anyone you know is interested
in learning more about what it means to connect with
us I would encourage you to attend you wont regret it.
Everything we do in our Christian faith is about relationships. Our relationship with Jesus, the relationship
that we have with one another in the church, and building relationships with people to share with them the
most important relationship that they can have. We
want to make it easy for you to connect with God, with
your church, and with those outside of your church. It
is our hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to fulfill the Great Commission and Great Commandment.
Blessings,
NM

Warm Thoughts from Beth

Happy July! Red, white, and blue…freedom, fireworks, and good food! The 4th of July is a wonderful
time to celebrate the birthday of our country and
spend time with your family. It can also be a time
that you point your kids to Jesus!
- Red reminds us of Jesus’ blood that was shed when
he died on the cross for our sins. The Bible says,
“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” (Hebrews 9:22)
- White reminds us that when we give our heart to
Jesus, he washes us and we become white as snow.
(Isaiah 1:18)
- Blue reminds us of God’s faithfulness. The Bible
tells us that “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and make us
clean.” (1 John 1:9) God is always faithful to keep
His promises!
You see…red, white and blue reminds us of our great
country, but more importantly it can also remind us
of our great Savior, Jesus!
Here is an update on the happenings in our
Island Kids’ Ministry. First of all, VBS was amazing!
We had 8 kids accept the Lord, and 3 that want to be
baptized! Plus, I was truly amazed at how amazing
our church family was in helping make VBS so special and successful! What a blessing all of you were
volunteering your time to bring food, come and help
during the VBS work days, praying for us, and being
here the week of VBS! You made a difference in the
life of our kids, and we appreciate you very much!
Also, we just had our first “Donuts with Dads” and
how fun that was! We hope to make this, along with
“Muffins with Moms” an annual event. We are planning to do another fun breakfast for Grandparent’s
Day in September, so be looking for more details
soon!
As you know, our church is growing! In August, we will have to open up a new preschool class
and Elementary class on both Sunday, and Wednesday nights! This means we need more teachers, and
YOUR help! We also need more volunteers to help
once a month in the nursery during the church service, and greeters in our preschool area when new
families arrive! What a wonderful problem to have!
Please let us know if you would love to work with our
kiddos! I promise…there is nothing better than sharing Jesus with children! We need you, and would
love to have you join us!
You are loved,
Beth Turner

Youth Happenings

Right now myself and a few dedicated volunteers are in the midst of youth camp where
lives are being changed. Tune in next month
for a full update. In the meantime, enjoy
these photos while you wait.

