This Month
July 1-2
VBS 5:30-8 pm
July 5
NO Evening Service

THE HERALD

Kids Korner

First Baptist Church

( Left) The Kids in
the AWANA group
are learning about
eternity.

July 6
Office Closed

(Left) Heading out
and setting up the
youth camp at the
Jamaica Beach RV
Park was half the
fun. (Right)
Oops I didn’t see
you under there.

July 9
GBA Senior Adult
Game Day 9:30 am
July 12
Churchwide Chili Lunch-Noon
Mission Evangelism meeting 4:30 pm
July 14
Women on Mission– 9:15 am

July 2015

(Above right) It’s my first Sunday at church.
Amanda Hendley with baby girl Morgan.

July 15
GBA Stocking stuffing dayGBA Office 10 am
Churchwide Ice Cream Social
@Mahand’s Home-2618 Pine
July 18
Deacon’s Meeting -8:30 am
Judson Group and World Craft Party– 10 am
July 19
Church Council –4:30 pm

(Above) Hey, Did you know God’s Way is
perfect? Yes, red and yellow make orange.

(Above) Holding
the future youth
group member.

July 23
FBC Hosts BSM Lunch-Noon

(Right) Man, This youth
camp stuff is exhausting!

July 26
Men’s Breakfast– 8:00 am
July 26– July 31
Week of prayer for GBA Missions Offering
BGCT Mission Trip @ FBC
July 29
Special evening service with David Hardage-6 pm
July 31
CWJC Spaghetti Dinner
Take it home with you! 4-7 pm

(Above) Introducing Mr.
Humphries, the RV Park
mascot. (Left) enjoying
some Kart time.

In an effort to be better stewards of the resources God has given us, we are making
“The Herald” paperless. We are asking if any
of you who currently receive the Herald via
regular post would rather receive it on -line.
Please let the office know. 409-763-1840 or
dawn@fbcgalveston.org

(Above and Right) Getting serious
with the Lord and learning what
his plan is for each of us.

Angie’s List
Dearly Beloved,
BIBLE SCHOOL
As I write this, we are in the middle of Vacation Bible
School. Our students are learning how to MOVE! Our
attendance is growing every night and everyone seems to
be learning and enjoying themselves. It is great to see all
of the orange “move” t-shirts working hard and teaching
our children the good news about Jesus. I heard Angie
having a conversation with one of the children about his
friend. He told her, “My friend wants to accept Jesus and
be baptized into our church.” Angie smiled and told both
of the children that she wanted to sit down with them and
share Jesus with them. That thrills a pastor’s heart!
I want to thank everyone who is involved with VBS. From
the greeters, those registering the children, the teachers,
the security men, and those who are volunteering to meet
whatever need they can. I want to thank you for your sacrifice, service, and time. There would be no VBS without
your work and your prayers.
TRANSITIONS
For the last few months, the Lord has led me to preach
through the first few chapters of Joshua. I have titled the
series, “Transitions.” There were many transitions the
Children of Israel had to make after wandering in the wilderness for 40 years. After crossing the Jordan, they had
to become a nation, one that conquered the land and then
govern it. Transitions are hard. As long as we live, we
will be transitioning. Let’s pray for each other as each of
us face our own life changes, and our body of believers
known as First Baptist as it also changes under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
GIVING GLORY TO THE LORD
I just want to thank the Lord for the staff the He has given us. Each one, I believe, has been called and anointed
by God to fulfill their individual ministry. They pray
hard, work hard, and seek the Lord in all they do. I thank
Him for Jay and his faithfulness these past ten years. We
wouldn’t be where we are without his leadership and servant hood. I praise Him for Nathan, who is finishing up his
first year with us, and Angie, who has been with us for the
last 18 months. With these two, I have a team with whom
I can work and pray as we minister. Dawn has been with
us now for almost three years, and I thank Him for her
faithfulness. Although John Scott is not on the payroll, he
has taken the responsibility of youth ministry, worked
and prayed hard and we are seeing the fruits of it today. I
believe the Lord gives those who we are to trust and follow
in all of our transitions. I am thankful He has given me
these co-laborers to serve beside me.
Please pray for me as I pray for you.
I Love You,
Bro. Ray

Time over time
Time matters. A child only has 936 estimated
weeks between birth & high school graduation.
That’s why we want to partner with parents in
the home and combine our influence as a
church to connect kids to a better story for
their life. The church and family need each
other. Their primary task is to build God’s
kingdom in the hearts of men and women,
son’s and daughters. Together, we can make
history - trusting that time over time will do
what God has designed it to do. Red is the love
of the family, yellow is the light of the church:
when those colors are combined together, it’s
Orange. Combining these two influences will
help kids have a faith that stands the test of
time. When we choose to be present in the
lives of children – we can trust what can happen to their faith and character over time.
Our prayer partners, nursery, preschool and
elementary leaders are investing time over
time and leading with the same end in mind so
kids can take a first look at who our Heavenly
Father is. Our Vacation Bible School leaders
are connecting with families in our community
by moving them towards Jesus Christ through
stories of people in the Bible. These are all important ingredients in helping kids understand
the wonder of a Heavenly Father who loves
them unconditionally. Have you found your
place in God’s story by combining your influence with families and investing time over
time?
Time over time makes a history worth repeating.
Partnering with you,
Angie

Nathan’s
Notes
I am sure you have all heard the expression time flies, but
it really does! One year ago today (June 26) Kristen and I
were loading a U-Haul truck preparing to depart Waco for
Galveston, because FBC Galveston called us to minister
here. We had just finished up VBS with our church, and
though my official start date was not until July 1st VBS
was happening here too, and we were so excited to be here
that we just had to get involved.
As I reflect back over this past year it has been an amazing first year of ministry. Together we have done many
things from VBS, welcoming new students, monthly
lunches, to you as a church helping Kristen and I welcome
Dean into the world. To you as a church body I want to
say thank you. Thank you for loving my family. Thank
you for creating a space where ministry is fun. Thank you
for the opportunity to learn how to do ministry along side
you. Thank you for being willing to try new things with
me. Thank you for helping me to feel, and be, successful.
Most of all thank you for following Jesus with me.
I am ecstatic at the things that I have seen God do in our
church this past year. We have grown in number, but
more importantly we have seen many commitments to
faith. We are working diligently to become an essential
part of the community, and a place that people know cares
for them.
While VBS marks a year for me, and calls me to a moment
of pause and reflection. That moment must push us forward. I can tell you that we have seen many amazing
things, and the best is yet to come. We are not done yet!
God has more for us, and asks more of us. We cannot become content and complacent with what we have attained.
As Paul encourages us in Phillipians we must press onward so as to win the prize to which Christ has called us
heavenward.
I am grateful for this first year of ministry. It has been an
amazing adventure. When I look closely at this year I find
the thing that I am the most grateful for is You! Thanks
for being apart in whatever way that you have. Thank you
for giving to me and receiving from me by God’s grace. We
are a church with an amazing legacy, but we are also a
church whose best days are ahead of us. I am looking forward to many more years of ministry here, and many
more adventures with you.
Blessings,
Nathan

