January 2017

THE HERALD

First Baptist Church, Galveston

January 1
New Years Day Family Service – 10:30 am
No Sunday School or Evening Services
January 2

Office Closed-No Mission Galveston
January 4

No Wednesday evening activities

January 10
Women on Mission - 9:15 am
Senior Adult Game Day - 1:30 pm GBA

January 11
Wed. Meal -5:00pm /Bible Study—6 pm
January 12
FBC Hosts BSM– Noon
January 15
Church Council—4:30 pm

January 18
Wed. Meal –5:00 pm/ Bible Study– 6:00pm
January 19
J.O.Y. Group - Noon
January 21
Deacon Meeting - 8:30 am
Int’l Mission Study - 9:30 am

January 15
Wed. Meal– 5:00pm/ Bible Study– 6:00 pm
January 29
Men’s Breakfast –8:00 am– Fellowship Hall

We celebrated the reason for this
season by decorating our sanctuary, celebrating advent with a
pilgrimage, sending out missionaries, honoring Lottie Moon’s service
to the Lord, eating a lovely breakfast, and having a beautiful
Christmas Eve Service. Happy
New Year FBC.

A Note from
The Pastor

Dear loved ones,
Happy New Year! I am very excited to see what God
has in store for us at FBC Galveston in 2017! Psalm
119:16 says, "I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your Word." If you will look back with me to
when I first came to FBC Galveston just a little over
two months ago, we began with a new mission. We
are to be "living out God's Word in His world." That
is our mission statement, our purpose as a church.
To do this we (every last one of us) must not neglect
His Word and delight in His decrees. In short, the
Word of God (spoken, written, and Living) must become central to all of us individually and collectively.
When it does, look out for God to do "immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to His
power that is at work within us" (Eph 3:20).
What is it that God has for us in 2017? If we believe
Him at His Word, and we are willing to follow it, He
will do far beyond what we could ask or imagine. I do
know that, according to God's Word, we have been
tasked with fulfilling the Great Commission (Matt
28:18-20). In order to do that, we will need to not
"merely listen to the word..." but actually "do what it
says" (Jas 1:22). So as we look forward to 2017, plan
on engaging more with "God's world" (outside of the
walls of the church). We will focus on this through
more evangelistic outreach events. Although these
events are part of what we are called to do as a
church this year, we will only become truly successful in reaching the world around us when each of us
takes the Great Commission and James 1:22 to heart
and begins to reach out to those around us on a daily
basis. You can start by praying for someone you
know that does not know the Lord (a neighbor, coworker, or relative). Pray that God gives you the opportunity to share the gospel with this person, and
then do so without any inhibition. In the meantime,
invite them to church, an outreach event, or other
special event.
I am excited to see what He will do in and through
FBC Galveston when we all truly "live out God's
Word in His world!"

Nathan’s
Notes

Life is better
Connected.”

This past year has been a journey for us as a
church. We embarked upon new adventures
with Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace. We had
an incredible Winning Weekend with Keith
Tomlinson. We celebrated the retirement of a
beloved pastor. We look forward with eager
expectation to the tenure of our new pastor. It
has been a year of milestones, but there have
also been tenuous times. As I reflect back upon this year I am reminded of one of my favorite passages of scripture the 23rd Psalm. The
Psalm begins by talking about God being a
shepherd who leads into green pastures, and
by cool waters. Those tend to be places of rest
and comfort and we serve a God who leads us
to places where we are allowed to lay down, to
rest, and have our soul restored. Our God is
not a slave driver but rather a comforting
presence who wants the best for his children's. However, there is the next stanza in
the Psalm. This stanza has us walking
through the valley of the shadow of death.
That doesn't sound like a comforting place,
rather, it sounds like tough challenging times.
The text says that even in the most difficult of
times God is with us his rod and staff comfort
and guide us. We serve a God who does not
leave us to our own devises, instead, walks
through the deepest darkest challenges with
us. Our God is ever present no matter where
we find ourselves all we have to do is look beside us, and look for God. That Psalm tells the
story of 2016 for me. I want to challenge each
of you as you reflect back on your own lives
this past year to look for the places where
God has been your restoration, and where He
has been your comfort and guide. And then
remember as we move forward into 2017 that
God is present with you wherever you go and
whatever you face. And thanks be to God for
that!
Blessings,
Nathan

Warm Thoughts from Beth

Happy New Year church family!!
"Orange-you-glad" God sent us Angie? This was
our theme at her Goodbye Party. Ohhhh...what
a gift she was to our church and kids! She started something very special at FBC, and will be
dearly missed! Please continue to pray for Angie and Dexter as they begin this new chapter
in their lives! We have BIG shoes to fill by losing this amazing lady!!! We plan on continuing
the amazing work she started here.
I am truly excited to have the opportunity to fill
in as the interim Children's Director! Honestly,
nothing could thrill me more than helping and
watching children grow to know Jesus! What
job could be better? My prayer is that every
child who enters our doors will "Grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." (2 Peter 3:18)
We love all of you so much, and are overjoyed
that we are here in Galveston at FBC!
Warmly,
Beth Turner

