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January 2016

January 1
Happy New year– Office Closed
January 3
All regular church activities resume

January 5
Ladies Fit Group—5:30 on the Seawall
January 6
ESL –9:30 am
Evening activities resume– 6 pm

(Above) Decorating the Chrismon Trees
(Below) Smiling for the camera

January 10
Evangelism/Missions Meeting– 4:30 pm

January 12
Women on Mission- 9:15 am
Ladies Fit Group– 5:30 pm on the Seawall
January 16
Deacons Meeting- 8:30 am
International Mission Study– 10:00 am
January 17
Church Council– 4:30 am
January 19
Ladies Fit Group– 5:30 pm on the Seawall
January 21
Jolly Elders –Noon
January 25
Citizens Police Academy– 6 pm

January 26
Ladies Fit Group-5:30 on the Seawall
January 28
FBC Hosts the BSM-Noon
January 31
Men’s Breakfast -8:00 am

(Below) Celebrating Lottie Moon!

Nathan’s
Notes

TURNING THE PAGE
As we look forward to the year 2016 I am excited about
what will take place. However, before we can go forward we must look back and see where we have been.
Nathan shared with me our worship attendance is up
over 20% from last year! The finance committee wants
me to tell you that we have given more to our budget
than we did the year before, but we still are not meeting
our budget and are close to receiving as much as we are
in spending. We have baptized more and received more
by letter or statement in 2015 than the previous year.
What do you desire in 2016, in your own walk with the
Lord? Do you want the same or do you crave more of
Him? What is your desire for our church?
I believe God has a great future for us as a church family. I believe through the ministries of Nathan and Angie
we are going to continue to see the Holy Spirit do great
and mighty things. Angie is developing a children's program that brings the children's families and our church
together. Nathan, through his ministry of education
and outreach, is making FBC more visible to the Island
through organizing and scheduling programs that will
help our families. He has scheduled a course on financial management, a marriage enrichment retreat, and a
parenting workshop for the coming year. He will also be
working with John Scott, Andrea Dimet, and our new
youth committee as they continue to reach out to the
youth of Galveston.
However, the most important ministry goes to the Pastor Search Committee as they are led to the man who
will be our next pastor! The most important responsibility we have this year is to pray daily for this committee.
They are tasked with finding God's man and bringing
him before us with a unanimous recommendation for
our consideration. Also, pray for the man and his family
as they discern God's will for their lives.
As Sherry and I turn the page in our ministry with you
and our lives in general, we are thankful for how God
through His Holy Spirit has led us over our 46 years of
ministry and our 10 plus with you. I know we both
crave to know Him more intimately and faithfully follow
wherever He leads us. We also have a desire to finish
strong in our ministry with you.
Therefore, let us all "turn the page" from 2015 to 2016,
by praying, loving, working, and worshiping with each
other to make FBC's ministry even stronger as we welcome our new pastor and his leadership.
Please continue to pray for me as I pray for you.
I Love You,
Bro. Ray

Angie’s List

Celebrating Dickens on the Strand

Church + Family = Missions
Kids are learning the good habit of giving. They brought a total
of $50 in penny offerings for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering! They’ve discovered the impact their pennies have on families around the world. To celebrate, they had a Christmas cookie
party and made one cookie to enjoy and one to give to a family
member or friend with the story of Lottie Moon attached. Kids
learned about how Lottie Moon made cookies and the special
meaning they had and by sharing their cookie they're being missionaries too!
Parenting Through The Phases
A phase is a time period in a kid’s life where we can leverage
distinctive opportunities to impact their future. During Hanging
of the Green while kids rehearsed for the play, parents connected with one another for a presentation of the six things kids
need over time: love, words, stories, fun, work and tribes. This
is part of our plan to help resource parents to interact with kids
in the home.
It’s Just a Phase
We're expecting 4 new babies in the nursery in the near future:
Babies Abigail, Andrew, Genevieve and Gunner. Several of our
nursery leaders were present to give Ashley a warm welcome
during her baby shower hosted by the Wednesday ladies small
groups. Nursery leaders presented Ashley with six things that
represented what a baby will need over time.

Meets Tuesdays at 5:30 on the Seawall.
Connect your new year with our Ladies
Fit Group! Come walk or run on the seawall while having fun with a group of
ladies. See Angie for more information.
angie@fbcgalveston.org

Leading Kids
Welcome Ruth Kober! Ruth has been a prayer partner for the
last year in the children's ministry. She also leads the ESL
group every Wednesday morning in a Bible lesson. Ruth has
partnered with Mrs. Dawn in the 3rd-5th graders group to assist two kids as they learn English. We welcome her expertise
and generosity in leading kids.
Investing strategically in the lives of a few over time helps build
an authentic faith,
Angie

“Life is better Connected.”

Spending Less and Saving More are common New Years Resolutions that I am sure we have all made. I believe that as a
church it is important for us to help one another prepare, and
learn how to handle money God’s way. I asked Kristen to write
the majority of this column because I want you to her journey
in learning to handle money God’s way. I hope it encourages
you to be apart of Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University
starting February 15.
During college I enjoyed watching the Astros play baseball.
One summer day I found myself walking around Minute Maid
Park waiting for the game to start when some lady flashed a
fancy Astros shirt at me and shouted “Come apply for an Astros credit card and get this free shirt!” The nice lady explained
that all I had to do was fill out this form and I could have the tshirt. “Oh, but I don’t think I want a credit card” I replied. “No
worries! You can just cancel it when it comes in the mail.” The
lady replied. Perfect! Sign me up!
Flash forward a few weeks to a car in need of repair, and the
day my credit card came in the mail. I decided not to cancel the
card but use it to help fix my car. I was not worried about paying it off. I had a plan. I even got pretty close to paying off the
charges when one thing led to another, and all of the sudden I
found myself swimming in over $3,000 of credit card debt.
This did not happen overnight. I let this happen over about
three years. I was in my second year of teaching, and attending
a church in Huntsville that was offering Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Class. The man teaching the class was really encouraging college students and recent grads to take it. I was not
excited to talk about my personal finances. I viewed them as
“mine” and not something that I should be held accountable by
anyone at the church for, but boy was I wrong!
I finally took the class seriously when I opened a credit card
bill that was quickly approaching the limit. At that moment I
vividly remember slamming the bill down on my kitchen table,
ripping the card out of my wallet, filling a zip-lock bag full of
water, throwing my card in the bag, and putting the bag in the
freezer. I froze my card! I couldn’t take it anymore. I had to get
my finances under control. From that point forward, I took the
class seriously. I had people at church that cared about my
financial goals, and helped me reach them. I was able to pay
the card off in less than a year.
I know what you might be thinking, “Oh this is just one of
those budgeting classes that focuses on tithing.” Please hear
me, the goal of this class is to create financial peace in your life
not the church’s budget. Will the class talk about tithing? Yes.
However, I learned a brand new perspective on tithing that
completely revolutionized my whole view of money.
The story I just shared with you is a glimpse into why I can
truly say I have financial peace. I would love to talk further
with anyone who might be considering the class. I would welcome the opportunity to share more about my journey with you
over coffee or lunch. May God bless you and keep you in this
New Year.
Blessings,
Nathan & Kristen

