February 2017

February 5
“Souper” Bowl of Caring– 5:30 pm

February 11
Judson Group First Responders Appreciation Meal
11am –1 pm Fellowship Hall

Working together to find
answers helps kids gain
wisdom and knowledge.
February 14
Women on Mission - 9:15 am
Senior Adult Game Day - 1:30 pm GBA
February 16
J.O.Y. Group - Noon

February 19

Deacon Meeting - 8:30 am

The Youth having small group fun

February 21

Associational Administrative Professionals Luncheon
New Hope Baptist Church– 12 noon

February 26

First Baptist Church, Galveston

Wednesday evening meals have begun
at 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall, followed by Bible Study at 6 pm.
Please join us.

February 7
Go Tell Banquet– 7 pm

Men’s Breakfast –8:00 am– Fellowship Hall
Church Council—4:30 pm

THE HERALD

Kicking off the
new year,
Sergeant Sims,
of the Galveston
Police Department, was our
guest speaker
for the J.O.Y.
Group luncheon
in January.

A Note from
The Pastor

Dear loved ones,
It has been a great first few months! God has
blessed, we have grown, and I believe He has many
awesome things before us as a church! I’d like to focus on two of these for the month of February.
The first is that February will be our “I Love to
Serve” month. God has recently blessed us with a
significant bump in attendance. This has created
even more needs for servants than before. Please be
on the lookout for an insert in the bulletin every
Sunday this month, which will outline areas in
which we desperately need people to serve. In education, think babies to senior adults. We are excited to
be beefing up our greeting ministry as the “First Impressions Team” (so if you have a heart to welcome
people, please let us know). If you may never teach a
class nor sing a solo, we would love to have you on
one of our upcoming yard teams. There are many
other areas in which you can serve, and not everyone
is a weekly commitment. We have broken these
down to weekly, monthly, and “as needed.” God has
given every one of His adopted children gifts (Eph
4:7, 11-13), and if you aren’t sure where yours lie
and how you can use them at FBC, please contact
me and I will be happy to help you find a place.
We also are supporting the Go Tell Bay Area Crusade the weekend of Palm Sunday (Friday through
Sunday, April 7-9). We are taking a special offering
for this amazing evangelistic opportunity on Sunday,
February 5, 2017. However, we will gladly continue
to accept “above-and-beyond” offerings between now
and the crusade (through the beginning of April). We
will also be sending teams of volunteers from FBC
Galveston up to serve in the crusade (it will take
over 1,000 volunteers to pull this off)! I am excited
for the opportunity for people to hear the message of
Jesus Christ, and that FBC Galveston can be a part
of supporting this endeavor both financially and
with our people! Please be in prayer on how you can
help others come to know Christ through this Palm
Sunday Weekend event! This is a tangible way in
which we can “live out God’s Word in His world.”

Nathan’s
Notes

Life is better
Connected.”

When I was growing up as a youth, my church created
an opportunity for us to serve during the worship service through taking up the offering, and even saying
the prayer before the offering was taken up. Now if you
do not know me I am much more comfortable as the shy
introvert who is not in front of people. However, I was
asked to be apart of the team that took the offering and
prayed. This meant that I would have to pray in front of
the whole church. I was nervous and I am certain that I
prayed very fast because of that, but it got easier and
more comfortable. The most important thing that happened through this experience of service is God started
to work on me to help me realize my calling into full
time vocational ministry, or service to the Church.
In February we are kicking off “I Love to Serve.” As a
church we are emphasizing ways that you can become
or increase your involvement. Our desire is for every
person to be Worshiping for an hour a week, in Bible
study for an hour a week, and Serving for an hour a
week. Now I realize that if you are anything like me
you are extremely busy with life, however, I want to
challenge you to get involved and to commit to serve at
FBC. You may not have time for a once a week commitment, but could you commit to an hour a month? Or
could you commit to being on call, as we need people?
Scripture calls us to be at work for the gospel and there
are tangible ways that we can do that at FBC. We want
to start a tutoring program for our youth afterschool on
Wednesday’s but we need someone who can give an
hour and drive the bus and pick up kids from school.
We want to revamp the way we create an impression
with our guests and maybe you are friendly and can
help greet people once a month. There are many events
we do throughout the year where we need to call on
people for additional help and maybe being on call is
the best place for you. Whatever you commitment level
might be I encourage you to commit to serving the Lord
at FBC.
I would also challenge you to get out of your comfort
zone as you service. Delve into something you may have
never tried before, or thought “I can’t possibly do that.”
I can’t promise you that you will like whatever it is that
you try, but I can promise you that God will bless you
and bless the church through your service. I can also
promise you that you will grow spiritually through service. Had I not been ok with getting out of my comfort
zone I might not have ever realized my calling. The call
is to service, and the challenge is to get outside the
place you are comfortable and see what God has for
you.
Blessings,
Nathan

Warm Thoughts from Beth

The youth Group at their
Winter Retreat
In Beaumont

Island Kid’s Ministry

Happy February! What a LOVELY time
of year to spread the love of Christ! We
pray that all of our kiddos will, “grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love
of Christ.” (Ephesians 3:18) Use this time to
teach your children about God’s amazing
love. In fact, on Sunday I sent home a “14
days of God’s Love” countdown with all of our
kids. It is a simple way to read a verse
about God’s love during the 14 days leading
up to Valentine’s Day. If you didn’t get one,
I have extras that I would love to share
with you!
I am absolutely loving getting to work
with all of our incredible kids! It is such a
blessing! We truly have some amazing
teachers who are making such a difference
in the lives of our kiddos! In fact, we just
had a planning meeting together, and are
very excited about 2017 and what is to
come!
I wanted to let you know about something new we have started on Wednesday
nights…Island Kid’s Praise Choir!!! During the
last 20 minutes of the night, after our wonderful Awana's program, 3-year-olds to 5th
graders come to the chapel for choir! We
are learning about what it means to worship
the Lord, about rhythm, music notes, and
preparing to sing a song for Palm Sunday
during the service!
Our Island Kid’s Ministry is growing,
too! It seems every Wednesday and Sunday
we are having more kids join us…and we
couldn’t be more thrilled! With new growth,
we also need more volunteers! We would love
to have you join us to teach Sunday School,
help out in Awana's or the Preschool area on
Wednesday nights, be a greeter, fill in once
every 6 weeks to work in the nursery during
the church service, or help in Island Kid’s
Worship! You will be such a blessing to our
kids…and they will bless you, too! Have a
wonderful February, and remember…you are
loved!
Warmly,
Beth Turner

I'm thankful for a church that put their faith financially in
this youth group and four wonderful adult sponsors who
gave up their weekend and bed to allow ten amazing,
beautiful, sons and daughters of Jesus experience fellowship and worship with thousands of their peers from multiple states. Luke Villarreal, Andrea Dimet, Christie
Teague, and Jeni Massey deserve a standing ovation. And
I would be remiss to not thank the parents, aunts, uncles,
and guardians of the students that trusted us with their
kiddos and helped made it possible as well.

