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December 3
Ladies Breakfast- 9-11 am

First Baptist Church, Galveston
December 2016

December 4-11
Week of Prayer for International Missions
December 4
Island Kids are cookie decorating—Noon
AWANA Store (K-5) 6 pm
Church Council-4:30 pm
Church Conference– 6:00 pm
December 8
FBC Hosts BSM-Noon
December 11
Advent Pilgrimage. Begin at First Presbyterian
(19th and Church) End at FBC Galveston.
Stay for refreshments immediately following.
December 13
Women on Mission: 9:15 am
Senior Adult Game Day: 1:30 pm– GBA Office
December 15
J.O.Y. Luncheon-Noon

December 17
Deacons Meeting and Basket Distribution-8:30 am
Judson Group– 9:30 am
December 18
Ingathering for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
No Evening Service
December 24
Christmas Eve Service- 6:00 pm. No Nursery
December 25
Christmas Day Family Service– 10:30 am
No Sunday School or Evening Services
December 26
Office Closed
January 1
New Years Day Family Service– 10:30 am
No Sunday School or Evening Services

(Above and
Left)
Packin’ and
Stackin’ Shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.
(Below)
Mrs. Beth
reads a story of
thanksgiving
during children’s time.

November was a time of thankfulness and giving back.
We prayed at the Baptist Women's Day of Prayer, We
Honored our Veterans (Shown Christie Teague's
Grandfather) in a special service. We fed the less fortunate of the Island (Mission Galveston Volunteers
shown) a Thanksgiving feast. We delivered over 400
boxes for Operation Christmas Child ( Kristen Mahand and Donald King) for distribution to children
around the world. Then we geared up to Celebrate
Christmas with our church family by decorating our
Sanctuary during our Hanging of the Green service.

A Note from
The Pastor

Missing Pieces

The Herald (our monthly newsletter) is going
digital beginning with our January 2017 issue.
If you are unable to receive it by email, or by
visiting our new website, and need a hard copy,
please let the office know. 409-763-1840

Christmas is just a few days away. Before we know it the day will be here and gone; the presents
will be opened; and for those of us who have children, toys will quickly be broken and those annoyingly tiny pieces to some of them will go missing (e.g.: Barbie’s shoes, parts to board games,
train tracks, etc.). Even if you don’t have children, we all remember losing pieces to some of our
favorite toys. Sadly, my electronic robot that walked, talked, and spit smoke out of his mouth was
never quite the same once the rockets that fired out of his arms went missing (truly a sad day in
the Turner household).
The same is true with the story of Christmas. For all too many Christians our “Christmas Story”
has some missing pieces. Sure we all love to hear about Mary and Joseph; about baby Jesus lying
in the manger; about the angels coming to visit the shepherds; and about those same shepherds
hurrying to Bethlehem to see the Savior for themselves. As wonderful as these parts of the story
are, if your “Christmas Story” ends there, you have some missing pieces.
The story actually began in Eden, continued into Bethlehem and Judea, but it did not even end in
Jerusalem at Passover. No, this was merely the beginning of a new chapter, a new Kingdom leading to the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:1-5). Christ’s ascension is recorded for us in Mark and
Luke, but also in Acts 1. We are given one final command from Christ in Acts 1:8, the missions’
strategy for the Church until Christ comes again: to make disciples starting in Jerusalem, and
continuing on “into all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This verse is familiar to
many, but maybe not the verses that follow. Verses 9-11 read:
“After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him
from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 'Men of Galilee,’ they said,
‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into
heaven’” (NIV).
I can imagine the disciples just standing there in shock watching the Lord ascend into heaven and
then waiting there (for who knows how long), their mouths opened wide, utterly dumbfounded. It
was then that they were informed of an even better piece to the story, Jesus would “come back in
the same way (they had) seen him go into heaven!” This is what we learn from the ascension, not
that Jesus went away; He did, but the far greater piece to this story is that He is seated on the
throne, waiting to come again. Not only is this true, but because of His ascension we can receive
the gift, the promised Holy Spirit (John 14:26, Acts 2)! We now have a Counselor, Teacher, Advisor, Advocate, and Friend who helps us to complete the final command Christ gave us (Acts 1:8)
and He will be with us until Christ returns (Matthew 28:20).
I'm hoping that this message might have shown you some missing pieces to your “Christmas Story.” It is my prayer that, if they were missing, you have now found them and will hang on to them
because Christmas is much more fun and fulfilling when you have all of the pieces.

Angie’s List
KIDS MATTER AT EVERY PHASE - DON’T MISS IT!
Too many kids grow up and miss experiencing God’s unconditional love and forgiveness. Some miss it even when they
grow up inside the church. That’s why beginning at birth,
we embrace them physically as babies so they know they’re
safe and feel they’re loved – trust lays a later foundation for
faith. There’s one thing you can never give a baby too much
of…and that’s love. We can amplify love when it matters
most at every phase of life. Our time is limited in the life of
a child: there’s 936 weeks between birth and adolescence.
Even a baby’s faith can be impacted, but we have to pay attention, do our homework, show up consistently and rally
the church to know that kids matter at every phase. The
point is we can’t afford to miss it!
CELEBRATE BABY FAITH
The Island Kids Ministry welcomes baby Faith Helen Massey! She was born on November 19th and weighed a little
over 9 pounds and is just precious! Zach, Jeni and Faith’s
little brother Liam spent Thanksgiving at home with their
new little addition. We celebrate with them and it’s our
prayer that baby Faith will grow up to know God made her,
God loves her and Jesus wants to be her friend forever. We
don’t want to miss what’s happening during the critical
phases of growing up. 936 weeks and counting…until graduation.
GOOD NEWS AND GREAT JOY
Island Kids had a ribbon cutting ceremony to kick off collection week for Operation Christmas Child (OCC). This year
Samaritan’s Purse hopes to reach 12 million children with
gift filled shoeboxes through OCC. Every shoebox brings
opportunities for kids and families to know Jesus Christ and
be discipled through the Greatest Journey. We don’t want to
miss it! Church and family linked arms to pack 84 gift filled
shoeboxes to send to kids in need around the world. A big
thank you to Laurie Maxson for coordinating the packing
party and collecting hundreds of boxes through the OCC
Relay Center she managed at FBC.
CHRISTMAS PARTY! DECEMBER 4TH
In December, kids will be learning about the missionary Lottie Moon and how she made cookies for kids in her neighborhood and it gave her the opportunity to tell kids and parents
ALL ABOUT THAT BABY, JESUS! Lottie Moon didn’t miss
it! Parents, leaders, volunteers and prayer partners will
meet in Fellowship Hall to decorate cookies and take selfies
with our guest Lottie Moon. There’s a special Christmas gift
for families to take home and celebrate this special day.

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY
Island Kids ages 4 through fifth grade will be dressing up
and playing different roles as Pastor John tells ALL ABOUT
THAT BABY on December 25th.
Don’t Miss it!
Angie

Nathan’s
Notes

Life is better
Connected.”

The hustle and bustle of the Holidays is upon us. If you
haven’t started your Christmas shopping I encourage you
to do so soon because if not it will be Christmas Eve and
you will be out of luck. As you embark on your Christmas
shopping I want to encourage you to pick up a toy or two
for the Galveston Urban Ministries Christmas Toy Store.
This ministry is our Christmas partner this year and we
are trying to bring toys to them to impact our community
in real tangible ways.

The holidays come at you very fast, and that is probably
the biggest understatement of the year, but you know its
true. This last week we Hung the Greens in the sanctuary
turning our already beautiful worship center that much
more beautiful. This service was a wonderful time and it
was different since it was in the morning, I have heard
many make comment to how meaningful it was to have it
then so that they could be apart. I hope that you enjoyed
the Hanging of the Green as much as I did.
There are many events coming up on the December calendar that will be a wonderful experience for you, and your
entire family. This Sunday, Dec 4 we will have the Island
Kids decorating cookies with their families right after
worship.
December 11 we have the annual advent pilgrimage to
the downtown churches. This is a wonderful experience
where we worship with our brothers and sisters as a community and get to experience the traditions in one another’s churches. I am especially excited this year because
St. Mary’s Basilica is a part of the tour. I hope you will
join us for this event, and we are hosting the fellowship at
the end of the tour so lets be a welcoming church and
bring the community into our place of worship this year.
Dec 24 is our annual Christmas Eve candle light service.
This service needs no explanation, it is an amazing family
service and I hope you will be apart. There is an interesting addition this year, we will have a live nativity presented by the children. You will not want to miss that.
The calendar is full as you can see from what we have
going on at the church, and I am sure your personal calendar is full too. I want to encourage you to be mindful of
your family and friends this holiday season. I want to encourage you to look for places where you can be Christ to
people at the store. Where you can live out God’s word in
his world this season. Christmas is a time where we get
caught up in what we need and what we want and we
forget to care, give, and forgive. I want to encourage each
of us this Christmas season amid the hustle and the bustle to remember the forgiveness that Christ came to earth
to offer and to be agents of that forgiveness at the various
places we venture to this Christmas season.
Blessings
Nathan

