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December 6
Advent Pilgrimage- 4pm
December 8
Women on Mission- 9:15 am
December 10
FBC Hosts BSM- Noon

During a month of celebrations from the
Awana store, new small group leaders, prayer
partners to Chapel time, the kids had a great
time learning about what service means.

December 13
GC “Messiah” at Moody Methodist –7:30 pm

Greg and Tina Griser

December 14
GC Sing along- 7 pm
December 17
Jolly Elders –Noon
December 19
Deacons Meeting- 8:30 am
Judson Group- 9:30 am
December 20
Pastor Open House- 3-6 pm

Xaver Aderholt

December 24
Candlelight Service- 6 pm –Office Closed
December 25
Merry Christmas- Office Closed

January 1
Happy New Year– Office closed

Delivering
baskets of
Blessings!

Alexus Aderholt

And when
they had
eaten they
sang a
hymn and
departed.

CHRISTMAS
Where has the year gone? After a great Thanksgiving with FBC’s Love Feast and a time of sharing
with both mine and Sherry’s families in Northeast
Texas, we realize that Christmas is here! In yesterday’s morning service, Sherry began the promotion of
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, I preached on
missions, and last night we had our traditional
Hanging of the Green service and children’s program. Christmas is in full swing at First Baptist,
Galveston! Each Sunday night before Christmas
gives us an opportunity to share together the different activities of the Season.
However, this Christmas for me is different. If the
Lord continues to lead, the Christmas season of
2015, will be my last one as a pastor. I was called to
be pastor of Oak Grove Baptist Church in Hugo, Oklahoma on December 7, 1969, making this my 47th
Christmas season as a pastor. It is my prayer that
in this season we will remember what Christmas is
all about.
Christmas is about a loving God who, “in the fullness
of time,” sent His Son Jesus into this dark, sinful
world to become its Light. Christmas is a lot of
things to a lot of people, but the Bible tells us, “For

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” Christmas is about love—
God’s love. Christmas is about giving—God gave.
Christmas is about hope—Eternal Hope. Christmas
is about comfort—He sent the Comforter, the Holy
Spirit. Christmas is about repentance. Christmas is
about renewal. But most of all Christmas is about
sharing this message to a lost and dying world. Will
you pray with me that we will be faithful in sharing
this message?
AN INVITATION
As we have for the last ten years, Sherry and I want
to invite you, along with our neighbors, to our 11th
annual Christmas Open House/Reception! It will be
on Sunday, December 20th from 3:00-6:00pm. I hope
you will take the time to come by and let us share
Christmas with you and your family.
Please continue to pray for me as I pray for you.
I Love You,
Bro. Ray

Matthew
26:30

Angie’s List
J US T A PH A SE
Every Child is in a phase of life. Even at birth, a baby
needs to know they’re safe – it’s the ‘I need you now’
phase of life. A phase is a time frame in a child’s life
where we can leverage distinctive opportunities to impact
their future. Our nursery has expanded and we’re preparing for three new babies from expectant mothers in
our church by the beginning of the new year.
This month, four of us went to the Orange Tour in Austin, TX to discover ways we can impact families during
phases from birth to college.

You are invited to a
Christmas Open House at the home of
Pastor Ray and Sherry.
4401 Avenue O, December 20th
3:00 to 6:00 pm. Come and go as you please

December 24th –6 pm
Lottie Moon International Missions
Week of Prayer
Nov. 29-Dec 6.
Our goal is $8,000.
Our ingathering is
Dec 20th
Offering received
to date for the
new bus
$7,726.87

ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUPS
First and second graders have a new small group
with a new circle of friends. Lorrie Rico and Leela
Samuels are leading first and second grade kids so
they can trust God’s character and live out God’s
story. Our goal in every small group is to stimulate
spiritual formation – our small group model makes
relationships a priority.
LEARNING TO GIVE
Kids are developing good habits of giving through
our penny offering for OCC and Lottie Moon. Over
$25 dollars in pennies was collected and given to
OCC’s Greatest Journey so kids around the world
can understand what it means to have a personal
relationship with Jesus. Kids continue to discover
the impact of giving and purpose of missions as they
give to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering throughout December.
LEAD SMALL TRAINING
This month we focused on the idea of developing every
Small Group Leader (SGL) so we can better influence
families. Our Lead Small training included presentations
from Dr.Ben Raimer and Kelle Odom. SGL’s discovered
phases that kids experience and ways we can leverage
distinctive opportunities through wonder, discovery and
passion. We’re creating an excellent culture of leaders
and giving every family a place to belong.
When we lead in the lives of a few
we have a greater impact,
Angie

Nathan’s
Notes

“Life is better Connected.”

I remember growing up spending time at Christmas
with my family. I remember the tall flocked Christmas
tree in our living room. I remember grandparents at our
house. I remember times we took off as a family and
went skiing. I remember last year as our first Christmas
in Galveston and Dean’s first Christmas. As I look back
on almost 30 Christmases I notice a common thread
through all of them; family.
For me, and I hope for you, Christmas is a time about
family. It is a time to spend with those that we love, and
those that drive us crazy. It is a time for laughter and
joy. Christmas is a time for hope and also a time for
healing. If your family is anything like mine it is far
from perfect. I want to offer you some words of challenge
and hope for your Christmas season.
I want you to take some time this holiday season and
read the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew (Matt 1:2-17). I
know that these texts are ones we usually skip over, but
read it just once. As you read pay special attention to
the names; names like Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. These are four mothers within the genealogy of
Jesus. These are four people with four individual stories.
They are stories of prostitution, abandonment, and adultery; really saucy stuff. These are not the kinds of stories that you would expect to find as the background to
the savior of the world. But these stories and many others are the exact stories that we see in the history of Jesus because we need these stories.
Having these stories in the ancestral line of Jesus creates space and room for our own stories. Having these
saucy events in his history creates space and room for
our story to fit. There is a definite motive that we fit in
the story of Christ and the story of Christmas. The stories that are apart of Jesus’ story ultimately say that
there is noting beyond the redemptive power of God, and
that is the true heart of Christmas. Any story can find a
place in the story of Christ because of the story of
Christmas. This makes Christmas ultimately a time of,
and for, forgiveness and redemption.
I want to encourage you as you spend time with family
this Christmas season to create a space for healing, for
hope, and for forgiveness. Let this Christmas season be
a time for healing in your family. It is my prayer that
our less than perfect families can be a little more Christ
like and Christmas like this season and find hope, and
healing in the Christ child.
Blessings,
Nathan

