THE HERALD
First Baptist Church, Galveston

August 7
Lords Supper—Morning Service

Welcome New
Members Charles
Willis, (Left) Zach
& Jeni Massey
with Liam,
(Right) and
Luke Villerreal
(not pictured)

August 9
Women on Mission– 9:15 am
Sr. Adult Game Day-1:30 pm
August 10
Spiritual Gifts Study 6 pm -Fellowship Hall
August 14
SAY YES! Promotion Day

August 18
FBC Hosts BSM

August 20
Judson Group– 8:00 am leave for Port Arthur
UTMB Welcome Weekend –Moody Gardens
August 21
Church council/ Church conference

Come learn how God has uniquely
designed and gifted you for service
in His kingdom and His church.
Starting Wednesday, Aug 10 in the
Fellowship Hall, we will start an
amazing study to discover just that.
Plan to be a part of this experience,
you won't regret it.

(Below) Women on Mission group with future ladies Julianna and Jacquie.

August 27
Pastor Retirement Ice cream Social–
JBRV Park 1-3 pm
August 28
Pastor Retirement Service and Fellowship
10 am (No Sunday School)

The Youth have had a busy
summer so far. From
building sand castles and
serving at St. Vincent’s
House during camp to
Movie Night and new small
groups.

August 2016

Remember one of my favorite sayings, "God can hit
a lot of straight licks with crooked sticks!" I know
that is fact, because He has used me. Remember,

Angie’s
List

"GOD IS FAITHFUL!"

Dearly Beloved,
MY TRANSITIION
As I approach this last month as your pastor, I find myself in the middle one of the biggest transitions of my
ministry and life. Since December of 1969, when Oak
Grove Baptist Church in Hugo, Oklahoma called me to
be their pastor, I have transitioned six times serving seven different churches. However, with the coming transition, I am clueless what the Lord has planned and purposed for my future ministry. It is somewhat unsettling
not being able to visualize or vocalize what comes next.
When I surrendered to God's call to the ministry in April
1967, I had no idea what that would mean. Over the
years, I discovered it meant becoming pastor of seven
churches. Therefore, being a pastor has never been what
I did, but who I became! Transitioning into retirement is
the next big step of ministry where God is in the process
of showing and leading me into this next phase of service. I do know this,

Let's make August a great month of celebrations
and transitions!
Please continue to pray for me as I pray for you.
I Love You,
Bro. Ray

"The God who called me into His ministry when I was
young is faithful and will continue to guide me in my remaining years!"

FBC's TRANSITION
With the completion of my ministry here, you are also
anticipating what comes next for our church. Questions
arise: "Who will be our next pastor?" "What will take
place in the interim?" "Who will step up and lead?"
These are a few questions that I have been asked, and I
can truthfully answer, "I don't know!" The pastor search
committee is praying and working hard to find the man
and family God has already called to be your pastor.
Sometimes the search is frustrating and futile. Sometimes it is encouraging and enlightening. I believe, in
the end of the search process, these seven individuals
will become one and know that the Holy Spirit has led
them to the man God has already set aside!
There are several things many of you are already doing
and the rest of you should begin immediately. First,
pray for and support the staff that will lead you in the
interim. Nathan and Angie pray hard and work hard in
leading you already. I am always amazed in their love
for the Lord, for the church, and for fulfilling the ministry for which God has called them. Love on them and
encourage them. They are here because God has placed
them here. Second, stay faithful in your attendance, in
your giving, and in your ministry! More than ever FBC
needs you! Last of all, pray like you never have before
for the deacons, teachers, those who are responsible in
carrying out the ministries of FBC, and for the Pastor
Search Committee. This committee is made of individuals who are not perfect and don't have the answers, but
knows the One who does!

On Sat. Aug 27th, we will have an Ice
Cream Social at the Jamaica Beach RV
Park, to celebrate Bro. Ray and Sherry’s
Retirement, from 1-3 pm. Please bring
your favorite toppings, (fruits, nuts
sprinkles, sauces etc…) for banana
splits, and your swim suit. RSVP by Aug
12th.
On Sun., Aug 28th, we will honor our
pastor with a special service at 10 am
(we will not have Sunday School) followed by a catered BBQ Lunch. Please
RSVP by Aug 12, for the lunch by emailing the office. dawn@fbcgalveston.org or
calling 409-763-1840

SAY YES CAMPAIGN
How do kids know a loving God they can’t see? It’s
through you. God designed the church to shine the
light of Jesus and impact the next generation. As a
church, you’ll have a chance to make an impact by
saying YES to the next generation on August 14th
during Promotion Sunday.
IT’S A FOUNDATION NOT BABYSITTING
We want to help kids not just attend but discover
where they fit into God’s big story and give them the
best chance to grow up spiritually and let them embrace a faith of their own. This happens through strategic planning: at birth, we partner with parents laying a foundation for later faith through a comprehensive plan. Preschoolers and elementary kids have
three basic truths they discover about God before promoting to the next grade level. Kids who are baptized
go through a strategic discipleship plan where they
are known and influenced by other Christians. We
have a plan of action for connecting our church with
families because two influences have a greater impact
on kids’ faith. Small Group Leaders are developed
through training so that we’re all leading with the
same end in mind. Our small group structure and
principles keep relationships a priority as we navigate
kids through the phases of life and celebrate milestone moments. If you love kids and you love Jesus,
we have a place for you to make an impact on the
faith of the next generation.
CELEBRATING PASTOR RAY & SHERRY
SAY YES on August 28th at 10am as we celebrate the
Pastor and Sherry’s eleven years of service to First
Baptist Galveston Island. Pastor Ray and Sherry restored FBC after Hurricane Ike and they are the
heart of church and family. Together, they’ve invested their lives in kids, families, UTMB students, graduates, Internationals, FBC missions, women’s and
men’s ministries and the Galveston community. They
also planned and coordinated First Baptist’s 175th anniversary celebration. Brother Ray has consistently
served as a Pastor for 50 years and has left a legacy
at First Baptist Church and on Galveston Island.
SAY YES!
Angie

Nathan’s
Notes

“Life is better
Connected.”

Take just a moment to remember your favorite gift.
Remember ripping the wrapping paper off or the
tissue paper out of the bag. Remember how you felt
when you received the gift, and how much you cherished what you received. Did you know that God has
given you gifts as well? God has given you grace,
which has gifted you for service to Him. While it
may be easy to tell what a gift is when you unwrap
a present or pull something out of a bag. Often
times we have a much harder time understanding
the gifts we have received from God because they
are not as obvious as a new toy.
God does not give us new toys, but rather gifts us
with spiritual gifts we must discover, and put to use
in His service. Our lives will be the most fulfilled
and joyous when we are using the specific gifts that
God has given us in tangible ways to serve the body
of Christ, the church. The challenge is knowing
what our specific individual gifts are.
This is where I want to encourage you to grow.
Wednesday nights beginning Aug 10 as a church we
are going to do something new. We will meet as one
large group of adults, and together, discover the
gifts that God has given us that make us unique. We
are going to spend 9 weeks learning about ourselves,
and discovering the amazing spiritual gifts that God
has given us. I want to encourage each and every
one of you to be apart of this amazing study. It will
teach you how God has gifted you, show you opportunities to put those gifts in service to Christ, and
His church, and challenge you to put action behind
what you learn. This study is going to be an incredible opportunity to discover whom God has made
you, why God has made you in a particular way, and
how you can use your uniqueness in service to him.
The study will be a blend of large and small group
discussion with some exciting exercises. This study
will help you learn who you are so that you can use
what you have to grow in a relationship with Christ.
You will laugh, be serious, and be challenged to
grow into a deeper more mature faith. It is my prayer that you will be apart of learning how God has
gifted you!
Blessings,
Nathan

