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THE HERALD

Kids Korner

August 2
Lord’s Supper
Children's Committee meeting –Noon

The Cubbies class
is learning the good
news of Jesus!

August 2015

First Baptist Church

August 9
Ingathering for GBA Summer Missions
Evangelism/mission Committee meeting– 4:30
August 11
Women on Mission–9:15 am
Senior Adult Game day– 1:30 pm
August 13
FBC Hosts BSM Lunch-Noon
“Tea Around the World”
for girls 6-18 @ Northside
August 15
AMP IT UP Concert @
FBC Basketball Court-5:30

Matt & Melissa Phillips (Above)
JC Kaufman & Amanda Lively with Brooklyn
and Robbie ( Right)

August 16
Church Council –4:30 pm
Church Conference– 6:00 pm

Get Ready for the
good news

August 22
UTMB Welcome Weekend
Youth to Schlitterbahn
August 23
“Up” Promotion WeekendMorning service
August 30
Churchwide Meal– -Noon

Get in the Game
if you don’t want
to miss out

)Below) The children welcomed everyone on Family Night during Vacation Bible School
The Theme was Time over Time makes History worth repeating

Dearly Beloved,
What I Have Shared
During my message on Sunday, July 12th, I shared
with you the Lord’s leadership in my ministry at
First Baptist Church, Galveston. In that message I
preached from Jeremiah 29 and Ecclesiastes 3, I
shared with you that when we face transition, God
provides a plan, a purpose, a place, His power, and a
time. Taking these points, I revealed that the Lord
was leading me to retire as your pastor as of September 1, 2016! Please notice it is not this September but September of 2016. During my first message as your pastor in September, 2005, I pledged to
serve as your pastor until FBC became healthy or I
reached the age of 70. By all markers, I believe the
record will hold that FBC is healthy and getting
more so all of the time. Our baptisms, attendance,
worship, staff and general spiritual well being are
stronger than they have been in the last 20-30 years.
This year, I celebrated my 68th birthday and in 13
months, I will be 69 on my way to 70.
Where We Are Going
I want you to know that these next 13 months will
not be a time of waiting. I am not becoming your
interim pastor—I WILL CONTINUE TO BE YOUR
PASTOR! It is my prayer and commitment to you
that I will be praying, leading, and working with you
to continue on this path of growth and ministry that
the Lord has placed us on. We will continue to allow
the Lord to renew us as we reach this city for Him.
It is also my prayer and purpose to leave FBC, Galveston for our next pastor better than it is today!
What Will We Do
Transitions can be tough, but they can also be a time
of renewal of purpose and power. Right now the
Lord has blessed us with a wonderful and Godly
staff. Nathan and Angie are leading by example
praying and working hard. They love the Lord and
they love you. We are all making a commitment to
the Lord and you that we will allow the Lord to do
more and greater things through FBC, Galveston
than He has ever done. Will you make the same
commitment to Him?
Please continue to pray for me as I pray for you.
I Love You,
Bro. Ray

Combining our
faith community
with the family
community
equals Orange.

Angie’s List

Making our church a place where kids
belong
Our children’s ministry has an environment where we connect kids relationally with great
leaders – we’re building a team of adults that invest
weekly in children. Our Small Group Leaders embrace
kids to see God’s love and meet God’s family so they can
live out His story. We want kids and families to belong,
so we’re organizing to create a physical space that welcomes everyone, appeals to Small Group Leaders and
give kids a place to feel safe. We want to make a first
impression of our Heavenly Father so we’re investing
our time in an environment that communicates our message.
Vacation Bible School
We had fun and deepened relationships all week long
during VBS. Over one hundred attended during Family
Night as we illustrated the strategy of Orange: Everyone was the color red because we all come from a family.
The youth illustrated the color yellow because they led
Bible stories and praise songs for VBS - they’re learning
to be the light of the church. Our Small Group Leader’s
illustrated the color orange because when we combine
families with the faith community we’re Orange! This
strategy impacts the next generation to faith in Jesus
Christ.
Church and Family
FBC partnered with Upward Hope Academy during
VBS and raised almost two hundred dollars for school
tools that will impact families in our community and
connect them to our church.

Building
relationships
with the
UTMB
students
through the
BSM each
week

Promotion Day UP! Sunday August 23rd
Kids are forming the memories they’ll carry for the rest
of their lives. They’re living everyday moments that will
become their history. It’s a life stage moment when they
move UP to the next grade level so we’re celebrating the
theme from the Disney movie UP! These moments are a
big deal and we’ll make it fun in the sanctuary on August 23rd.

Fun over time deepens
relationships,
Angie

Nathan’s
Notes

Mentors are important people in life. I remember as a youth
our Middle School Minister served as a very important mentor
to me for several years at a crucial point in my life. He and I
would meet weekly after I got out of class sometimes in his
office, sometimes at local fast food joints. It was through this
relationship that I was able to grieve and heal the loss of my
mom. This relationship helped me to discern my call to ministry. Most importantly though this relationship allowed me to
know that there was someone who cared deeply for me and
about what was happening in my life.
As school gets ready to start back up again this fall I want to
encourage you to become a mentor to a student. I want you to
help a student know that they are loved, cared for, and cared
about. As a church we have worked to create a couple of different opportunities to assist in making this possible.
First there is the Ball High tutoring program. I was privileged
to be able to participate in this program this last school year.
Once a week for about an hour you sit down with a student
who is at risk of not graduating or not passing tests and work
with them in a particular subject. More than the subject, however, you become a constant force in their lives someone that
they can count on, and count on seeing. You let them know
that they matter because you are willing to take the time to
show up. There is something very important about showing up
and being present. At the heart of showing up is the gospel.
When you show up you are being Jesus to the students at Ball
High because you are caring about them. Will you join me this
school year in being Jesus at Ball High?
A second opportunity that we as a church have created is our
partnership with Oppe Elementary school. At Oppe we are
going to do two things. First we are going to work with students in a program called Reading Buddies. Every adult who
signs up will be paired with a student to read with once a
week for one hour. In reading with them you are letting the
students know that you love and care for them, and that you
care about who they are. Much like with Ball High you are
being Jesus by investing yourself in the life of an Elementary
child. The second way that we are going to partner with Oppe
is as Sunday School Classes, and Home Bible Study Groups on
a monthly basis to encourage the teachers. This will happen in
two ways, first, through encouraging notes written to each
teacher from a Sunday School Class or Bible Study Group.
Second, will be a sweet treat that that same group places in
the teachers lounge one time that month. It is an amazing
opportunity for us to reach out to a local school and develop
deep roots within our community. I hope you will join me in
being a reading buddy to an elementary student.
Watch for sign up sheets in the back of the Sanctuary in the
very near future for how you can get involved with Ball High
Tutoring and Oppe Reading buddies.
Blessings,
Nathan

