April 2017
April 2
Rick Gage Morning Service

THE HERALD

First Baptist Church, Galveston

April 5
Youth to Alvin for Crusade kick off
April 7 - 9
Go Tell Bay Area Crusade @ Challenger Stadium
2145 W NASA Blvd, Webster, Texas 77598
April 11
Women on Mission - 9:15 a.m.
Senior Adult Game Day - 1:30 p.m.
April 12
No Wednesday Evening Services
April 13
Maunday Thursday Service - 6:00 p.m.

April 14
Good Friday - Office Closed

(Above, Right, and Below)
The Hand Bell Choir playing during morning
service. The Judson group meeting at the
home of Myles & Gail Shelton. The Young
Adult Group meeting at the home of
Nathan & Kristin Mahand.

(Above
and right)
Puggles,
cubbies
and
Awana
kids.

April 15
Easter Egg Hunt - Lindale Park - 10:30 a.m.
April 16
Easter Family Service - 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care Available
April 20
J.O.Y. Group - Noon
April 22
Judson Group - 9:30 a.m.

Several
parents
joined us
for our
first
Parents
night out.

West Conroe Baptist Youth
helping with painting and
grounds improvements here
and at the BSM.

April 23
Finance Mtg - 4:00 p.m.
Deacon’s Meeting -5:00 p.m.
April 27
FBC Hosts BSM -Noon
April 29
VBS Planning Mtg -10:00 a.m.
Senior Adult Banquet -Noon - FBC TC
April 30
Men’s Breakfast -8:00 a.m.
Church Council - 4:30 p.m.

(Below and Left) The nursery
and the old offices have been
given a facelift and look
fantastic.

(Below) Island Kids Choir.

A Note from The Pastor
Dear Loved Ones,
We have already lived through one fourth of 2017…and it
has gone by fast! Easter is coming up in the middle of this
month, and I am so very excited to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord with all of you! God is already doing so
much in and through our church. On April 2, we will welcome thirty new or re-activating members into our fellowship and getting to experience the baptism of an entire family of five (what a miracle)! Rick Gage is preaching for us,
and the Go Tell Bay Area Crusade is the following weekend
(Palm Sunday weekend). This is followed up by our Easter
Egg Hunt and Family Picnic on Saturday, April 15 at Lindale Park in Fish Village, and by Easter Sunday the following day (whew…I’m tired already)!
We are being provided ample opportunities to live out God’s
Word in His world, but what is yet to be seen is whether or
not we will make the most of these opportunities. God,
through the Apostle Paul, puts it this way, “How, then, can
they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And
how can anyone preach unless they are sent?” (Romans
10:14-15).
On April 2, when we welcome our new and re-activating
members we will be doing something we haven’t done before.
We will pray our people into the church, but also out into the
world as missionaries for Christ and for FBC Galveston.
This isn’t just something “nice” to do to welcome our new
people, we see God’s people doing exactly this in His Word.
“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them.’ So after they had fasted
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them
off” (Acts 13:2-3).
So before Barnabas and Saul (aka. Paul) were sent out, they
were set apart by prayer and the laying on of hands. This is
what we will do going forward for all of our new and reactivating members. It is my prayer that by doing so, we will
all be mindful that we don’t just come to FBC Galveston on
Sunday mornings to “be fed,” but that we come to be
equipped for our weekly mission, to be sent out as missionaries (wherever the Lord has us) to live out God’s Word in

His world.

As I began, God is already doing so much in and through our
church. However, be prepared to be blown away when most
of us begin to take seriously our calling as those who are set
apart and sent out! Be ready for renewal and revival if we
ALL take this seriously! Be ready to reach our Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8) like we
never have before when this takes place! I am excited, and I
pray that the Lord will light that same fire in you as well
(Jeremiah 20:9)!

Nathan’s
Notes

“Life is better
Connected.”

As Christians we are an Easter people. We believe in the
resurrection of Christ and are confident the resurrected
Christ makes a transformational change in the lives of people.
While I think the resurrection is the game changer for everyone I do think it is important to reflect on how we get to
the resurrection.
The path to the resurrection is paved through three years of
ministry and a week of the highest of highs and the lowest
of lows culminating in a sham trial, a beating, and, crucifixion. We love to talk about Easter but we must remember
that to get to Easter Sunday we walk through Good Friday.
There is no resurrection without the death. No green pastures and still waters of life without the valley of the shadow of death.
While the resurrection is the game changer we must remember that some people live in perpetual Good Friday.
Many of the people we encounter every day face challenges
that we can’t even begin to comprehend this might even
describe you.
I want to encourage and challenge you as we journey to the
cross. If you are facing huge challenges remember that we
serve a Savior who has been there. We serve a Jesus who is
not aloof from human suffering, but who has been beaten,
and felt grief and pain. We have a Christ who identifies
with us in our suffering and walks through the valley with
us. That is what Good Friday is all about. Jesus suffering
and dealing with everything we could ever imagine so that
he can be the savior of everything we could ever deal with.

If you are not facing huge challenges people around you
deal with them every day. I challenge you to introduce them
to the Jesus that has seen you through the valley of the
shadow of death; the Christ who has been there. Show them
both the Good Friday Jesus who suffers and the Easter Jesus. Illustrate to the people in your life they are one in the
same. The most important thing that someone going
through a major struggle can know is not the highest points
of theology, but a Jesus who has been where they are and
dealt with struggles himself.
Easter teaches us that we do not serve a Savior who is detached from the human condition, but rather deeply engaged with it.
One place where you can practice showing a full picture of
Jesus to people is April 15th at the Egg Hunt & Family Picnic. I encourage you to be a part of building relationships
with people and having gospel conversations. I promise you
if you engage it will be worth it and you will see people
come to faith through your planting of seeds.
Blessings,
Nathan

Youth Happenings

Warm Thoughts from Beth

The E-A-S-T-E-R Song
(to the tune of Jesus Loves Me)
E – is for Easter, coming again soon,
A – is for angels near the tomb.
S – is for stone which was rolled away,
T – is for the tomb found empty that day!
Yes, He is Risen! (x3)
The Bible tells me so.
E – is for early morning, all are glad,
R – is for Risen, don’t be sad.
He’ll come back for us someday,
Until then we’ll watch and pray!
Yes, He is Risen! (x3)
The Bible tells me so.
YES…He is Risen! This is the greatest news of all
time, and because He died on the cross for our sins
and Rose again, we have hope! During this wonderful time of Easter, let us not forget the importance of sharing this news with our children!
We have had a wonderful month with our kiddos at
FBC Galveston! The beautiful preschool area is
almost finished, and we are so excited about how
amazing it looks. We also had our very first
Parent’s Night Out with 18 kids attending! It was
a ton of fun! We even had “Date Night” bags for
the parents to take with them on their night out. If
you didn’t get to attend this time, we plan on having another one in a few months!
Mark your calendars for Palm Sunday, April 9th!
The kids in our Island Kid’s Praise Choir will be
singing! They have been working hard for the past
few months on Wednesday nights, and we cannot
wait to hear them worship the Lord! Also, we are
so excited about VBS coming up June 4th-8th! The
theme this year is Gadgets and Gizmos! All week
long, the kids will discover how the Creator of all
things created us to know Him and love Him! We
will be having our first planning meeting on Saturday, April 29th at 10:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall.
Please join us if you are interested in volunteering
to help out! You will be such a blessing to all of the
kids that come...and what could be better than
sharing Jesus with them?
You are loved,
Beth Turner

“What’s going down? I’ll tell you what’s going
down. You wanna know just what’s going down.”Toby Mac
Yes, I did just quote a song from 2001 and yes, the
students would all look at me funny for doing that.
But, that’s okay. You get used to it. Two things
that I keep reminding myself when preparing to
work with the students in our youth group is
“substance over style,” and “are you being relational?” I try to focus on those two things and pray
that God will use myself and my awesome group of
volunteers to show the grace and mercy of Jesus to
a group of amazing, kind, hurting, rude, misunderstood, unlucky, selfless, selfish, and beautiful
youth. Sure, those things might all contradict, but
none of us are perfect all the time.
Since taking over the youth group, we have all
been on an adventure. We have had fun trips and
deep conversations. We have gotten angry with
each other and we have grown closer. We have
built trust and tried to show love every single day
to one another. People ask me how to impact
youth; how to do youth ministry. John 13:35 says
“Your love for one another will prove to the world
that you are my disciples." It isn’t about the bible
knowledge or knowing what to say, or when to say
it. Youth ministry is about showing up and showing love. Meeting them where they are and seeing
them through the eyes of Jesus. Please pray for
these kids and the team FBC has ministering to
them. And help us show these kids how much God
loves them.
-Zach Massey

