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Nehemiah 7 and 8 – Revival of the Word of God 

 

As the walls of Jerusalem are completed and Nehemiah 

puts government in place – faithful and God-fearing men 

– the structures and the organisation are in place for what 

happens next. 

What happens next is revival. 

A gathering of God’s people with a unified purpose, a 

restoration of the word of God at the centre of the 

community, and a responsiveness and obedience to it. 

There is weeping as God’s word is preached and there is 

great joy as God’s word is understood and applied. 

The walls and the gates and the structures and the 

organisation were not an end in themselves. They created 

a space and a place where community could be built 

and where God could be enthroned and worshiped, and 

his word preached, and revival could break out. 

We are such a community. 

“As you come to Him, the living stone, rejected by men 

but chosen and precious in God’s sight, you also, like 

living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 

holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5) 

This is a resurrection community built around Jesus the 

cornerstone. We have not physically rebuilt a city or a 

temple, but we gather around our worship of Jesus who 

said: 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 



P a g e  | 2 

 

 

“What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to 

build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?” 

But when Jesus said, “this temple,” he meant his own 

body.” (John 2:19-21) 

Jesus is the cornerstone of our building – the resurrected 

Christ. 

We are living stones, damaged stones, burned stones, 

stones of all shapes and sizes, built around our 

cornerstone, Jesus, to be a house where God lives – we 

are now the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

We need well-organised structures, and good 

governance, and God-fearing and faithful and integrate 

leaders. But that is not enough. That is not the end. That is 

the means to the end. We too need revival. We too need 

to be revived. We too need to gather around the 

proclaimed word of God, and we need it to move us to 

weep and rejoice and we too need to proclaim it to the 

surrounding towns and villages, and we too need an 

outbreak of the joy of the Lord – which is what will 

strengthen us. 

Let’s see what happens to this ancient community and 

what we can learn from them for our day and our 

situation. 

For we too need to be revived. 

Unity (of purpose) 

8:1 

The people assembled “as one man”, “as one person”, 

“with unified purpose”. 
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This phrase reminded me of a verse in Philippians (1:27) 

which says: 

“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and 

see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know 

that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man 

for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any 

way by those who oppose you.” 

There was and there is a unity of purpose. We are given 

two instructions here: 

“Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ.” 

“Contend as one man for the faith of the gospel.” 

I have said on a number of occasions that we are not 

here because we all have the same skin colour, or 

because we come from the same socio-economic 

background, or because we all have the same level of 

education or share the same levels of prosperity. We are 

not here because we are the same age, or have the 

same political views, or because we would all naturally be 

friends and choose each other’s company and affiliation. 

We are here because we are members of the family of 

God. We are brothers and sisters in Christ. We are one 

body.  

We are to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the 

gospel and we are to contend as one man, as one 

person, for the gospel of Christ. 

“all the people assembled as one man in the square 

before the Water Gate.” 
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This is what we need.  

This is what revival looks like. 

 

Centrality of the Word of God 

8:1 

“They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law 

of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.” 

The “Torah” occurs nine times in this chapter.  

Bring out the book. 

When God has moved in the past, the Book, the Bible, the 

Word of God has come to the fore again.  

500 years ago in Germany, God lit a fire in the hearts of 

several men. Men such as Melanchthon, Calvin, Zwingli 

and Luther began to carry the torch of the Word of God 

to all of Europe. The stiff formalism of empty religion was 

replaced with living, vibrant Christianity, with the people 

having access to and understanding of scripture in their 

own language. 

And reformation followed. 

Not too many years later in Scotland there lived a fiery 

preacher and writer by the name of John Knox. Mary, 

Queen of Scots, said of him: “I fear his tongue and pen 

more than the armies of England.” 

He read and preached God’s word fearlessly and he 

mobilised the people of Scotland into what became 

known as the “Scottish Revival”. 

And then there were the Wesley brothers. In his fifty years 

of preaching, John delivered 40,000 sermons. He travelled 
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225,000 miles, most of it on horseback. His brother Charles 

left the church a legacy of 8000 hymns, many of which 

we still sing today… 

A bible that people could understand and a hymnal they 

could sing from …. 

Luther said these were the two things that he wanted to 

leave to Christendom, and he said: 

“Let them loose. The flame will spread on its own.”  

This is revival. When the word of God is proclaimed and 

the people of God are mobilized. 

This is what happened in Nehemiah’s day.  

It wasn’t enough to be well ordered and well organized, 

the people needed something more… 

Bring out the book.  

 

Last week Steve Ball, our regional leader, spoke of 

meditating on the word of God.  

Read it. Speak it. Repeat it. Pray it. Live it. 

He talked about ingesting and imbibing God’s word and 

guarding our heart – for it is the wellspring of life… 

 

As the people here in chapter 8 of Nehemiah call for the 

book, and revival breaks out, there are certainly some 

lessons we can learn too from them as they engage with 

the word of God. 
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Read it 

2-3, 18 

There is a reading of scripture on the Sabbath to the 

gathered people and there is daily reading of the 

Scripture – day after day. 

There is something very important and powerful about the 

proclaimed word of God among God’s gathered people. 

The weekly pattern of coming aside and listening to the 

public reading and proclamation of God’s word is an 

essential part of our faith and our spiritual growth.  

The people assembled. 

And they listened to God’s word. 

These two facts are important. 

This is vital. Life-giving. Fundamental. 

“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 

people do, but encourage one another, especially now 

that the day of his return is drawing near.” (Hebrews 

10:25) 

Weekly public gathering around God’s word and daily 

reading are both so important if we are to grow and 

flourish in our faith.  

 

Be attentive to it and worshipful 

8:3 “And all the people listened attentively to the Book of 

the Law” 

8:5-7 
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Audacious – Glyn Barrett “And now we are going to open 

the Bible”  

All the young people cheering. 

Not apologising for it. Minimising it. Giving the impression 

that the Bible is the boring bit. 

A respect.  

An awe. 

An attitude of worship. 

Whether reading the Bible at home with a cup of coffee 

or sitting in church listening to the preacher. 

Do you approach with awe and reverence? 

These are the very words of God. 

“And I believe what I believe 

Is what makes me what I am 

I did not make it, no it is making me 

It is the very truth of God 

And not the invention of any man” (Creed – Rich Mullins) 

 

Sometimes we lose this sense of awe and worship and 

reverence and attentiveness. We do. At home. At church.  

In times of revival, like this one, God’s word is elevated 

again. God speaks. We are sensitive and receptive to his 

voice. His words have a potency and efficacy that 

touches us deeply and moves us powerfully. 

Sometimes it will make us weep. And sometimes it will 

make us laugh and fill us with joy. 
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We need to rediscover that.  

Amen. Amen! 

 

Get help to understand it 

8:7-8 

Preaching. 

Community groups. 

Study aids. 

Bible project overviews. 

The Levites – the priests – made it clear, they translated it, 

so the people could understand it. 

The Holy Spirit does this for us as well. 

The gift of teaching to the church. 

8:9-12 

Rejoicing. Great joy “because they now understood the 

words that had been made known to them.” 

 

“The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to 

the heart. The commands of the Lord are clear, giving 

insight for living.” (Psalm 19:8-9) 

“When I discovered your words, I devoured them. They 

are my joy and my heart’s delight” (Jeremiah 15:16) 

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be 

for all the people” (Luke 2:10) 
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Study it 

8:13-14 

“On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the 

people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to 

Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. And 

they found it written in the Law that the Lord had 

commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should 

dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month”  

They studied God’s word in greater depth, and they 

discovered hidden treasures, forgotten truths, instructions 

of life. 

Café Theology 

Community groups 

Online resources 

 

Respond to and obey the word 

8:14 “They found written in the Law” 

8:16 “So the people went out….” 

8:17 “great joy” 

 

“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone 

should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 

become angry, because human anger does not produce 

the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all 

moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 

accept the word planted in you, which can save you. Do 

not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 

Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does 
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not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in 

a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and 

immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks 

intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 

continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but 

doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.” (James 

1:19-25) 

 

Great joy (x3) 

Revival 

Rediscovery of God’s word and an obedience to it 

Festival of the Tabernacles 

They remind themselves how God brought them out of 

Egypt and kept them safe in the wilderness in their 

makeshift homes as things were so precarious. 

They reconnect with this God. This faithful God. Their 

provider and sustainer and protector. 

 

We need to remind ourselves of what God has done and 

we need to reconnect with him – the living word, the 

giver of joy, the saviour of our soul and protector of our 

lives. 

 

Kayaking… Through many dangers, toils and snares I have 

already come; 'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far 

and Grace will lead me home. 

May God revive our hearts and fill us with inexpressible joy. 

Amen and Amen. 
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Community group questions and discussion points 

 

1. Read 1 Peter 2:4-5 together. What do you think this 

means? What place do we have in this picture? 

 

2. The people assembled together “as one person”. 

There was a unity of purpose. Read Philippians 1:27 

together. What is it that unifies us? How can we 

contend “as one man” for the faith of the gospel? 

 

3. Whenever God revives his people, “the Book” is front 

and centre. God’s word takes central place. The first 

thing that happened here is that the Book was read. 

Read out loud to the assembled people, and read 

every day. The last couple of weeks at church have 

focused on getting back to the Bible – how can we 

do this for ourselves, both as a gathered people, and 

on our own daily? 

 

4. What stops you engaging with and reading the 

Bible? How can we start reading it (again) more 

effectively? 

 

5. Read Nehemiah 8:3, 5-7. The people were attentive 

to the word of God and they were worshipful. There 

was a sense of awe as people heard and read it. Do 

we have this approach to God’s word both as we 

read it and hear it preached? How can we develop 

more a sense of awe and worship? 

 

6. The people also got help to understand the word of 

God (read 8:7-8). What do we do when we don’t 
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understand the Word of God? What can we do to 

help us understand and respond with joy? 

 

7. We find the well-known phrase “the joy of the Lord is 

your strength” in this chapter. What do you think that 

means? How can we live a life of greater joy? 

 

8. The other important thing is that the people obeyed 

the word of God. They went away and did what it 

said. Read James 1:19-25 together. How can we be 

sure we not only hear the Word of God, but that we 

do what it says?   


