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Nehemiah 4 – Keep on keeping on 

 

Nehemiah has arrived in Jerusalem. He has the support of 

the King, he has had an armed guard to get him there 

safely, and letters to get the supplies he needs. 

Permission. Protection. And provision. 

He has prayed, prepared and planned. 

He has surveyed the city and worked out what needs 

doing, and he has shared the vision with the people. 

He has organised the work and everyone is working on 

their section of the wall. The work is progressing. 

Nehemiah has gotten over so many hurdles. 

He has shown leadership and vision.  

He can now sit back and watch the fruits of his efforts. He 

can relax and watch the walls being built… 

It has been a tumultuous several months, but now….  

 

Nehemiah sits in his director’s chair. Listening to the slurp 

and scrape of cement being applied and bricks being 

laid. There is a rhythmic hammering and sawing. The 

people are whistling as they work. They occasionally burst 

into song. The women dance.  

It is an Israeli musical. Jerusalem. It’s epic. 

All is well with the world. 

If only life and leadership were always like that.  

 

Only it is not. 
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Whenever we seek to build God’s kingdom, to rebuild the 

walls, to move forward as God’s people – whenever we 

live life and negotiate change and move forwards, we 

will face times of difficulty and despair and 

discouragement and even being despised.  

Nehemiah and the people of God are in line with God’s 

plan and will. They are doing a good work. They are 

seeking to build something of value and worth.  

And they face discouragement and intimidation and 

opposition and criticism and discouragement.  

 

1-3: 

“Unpleasant though it may sound you haven’t really led 

until you have become familiar with the stinging barbs of 

the critic…. Good leaders must have thick skin.” (Charles 

Swindoll) 

God’s will did not allow the wall to be built without 

opposition.  

Sanballat. 

3: “Tobiah … was at his side” 

Critics run with critics. 

Theirs was a mixture of anger, mockery, sarcasm, 

intimidation, threats…. 

The people carried on building, Nehemiah persisted, but 

the criticism and the opposition only intensified: 

7-8: 

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out 

how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds 
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could have done them better. The credit belongs to the 

man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred 

by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who 

errs, who comes short again and again, because there is 

no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does 

actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great 

enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a 

worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the 

triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he 

fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place 

shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither 

know victory nor defeat.” (Theodore Roosevelt, Chicago 

1899) 

 

10-12 

Fierce criticism and opposition from without and fear, 

frustration and fatigue within. 

10 “The strength of the labourers is giving out” 

     “There is much rubble” 

The wall is built half way. 

Starting something is often easy.  

And the last stretch can be euphoric and motivating, 

when the finish line is in sight. 

But when you are half way. Fatigue and loss of vision and 

strength can set in. 

You feel like giving in. 

Alex Polizzi – hotel nightmare. 

Home projects – when there is so much mess and rubble. 
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You can’t make an omelette without breaking a few 

eggs. 

11-12: Fear and listening to the enemy 

“You cannot constantly hear negativism without having 

some of it rub off on you.” 

“If you are prone to discouragement, you can’t run the 

risk of spending a lot of your time with people who traffic 

in discouraging information.” Charles Swindoll 

Look at Nehemiah. 

Threats from without. Discouragement and fear and 

fatigue from within. 

Tobias and Sanballat and co. telling him the wall would 

never be rebuilt. 

The people of Judah and the nearby Jews saying over 

and over “the enemy is going to overrun us”, “we are not 

going to make it” – “we are doomed” – “We’re all 

doomed”. 

On 30 December, 1941, Churchill gave a speech to a very 

fearful people in Britain when he addressed the House of 

Commons. 

“When I warned the French that Britain would fight on 

alone whatever they did, their generals told their prime 

minister and his divided cabinet – “in three weeks England 

will have her neck wrung like a chicken. Some chicken; 

some neck!” 

 

What do you do when you face criticism, 

discouragement, fatigue, loss of vision, rubble, fear, 

frustration and failure? 
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What do you do when you are half-way and you feel like 

giving up? 

 

What did Nehemiah do? 

 

1) Pray 

Sometimes we relegate prayer to the last resort. All we 

can do now is pray. There is nothing else we can do. It’s a 

theology of self-dependence – it has a low view of God 

and a high view of man. We would do well to turn that 

approach on its head – to have a high view of God and 

what he can do, and a lower view of our own 

independence and self-dependence! 

 

4-5: Hear us O God 

8-9: But we prayed to our God 

 

Hear us O our God for we are despised… 

 

“Are we weak and heavy-laden, Cumbered with a load 

of care? Precious Saviour, still our refuge—Take it to the 

Lord in prayer; Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take 

it to the Lord in prayer; In His arms He’ll take and shield 

thee, Thou wilt find a solace there.” 

It’s such a nice song that. It sings so easily. What a friend 

we have in Jesus. It trips off the tongue. Andy strumming 
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away on the guitar with his smiley face. The drums 

bopping away. The thump of the bass.  

Do thy friends despise forsake thee…. Take it to the Lord in 

prayer. 

 

I have found, like many of the things we sing, it’s easier to 

sing it than to live it. 

When push comes to shove, we want to rewrite it… 

Do thy friends despise forsake thee - …. I have a few 

alternative endings in my head… and you do too 

sometimes….! 

Hear us O God…. 

But we prayed…. 

What was David’s response when he saw Goliath…. “For 

the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our 

hands” 

What was Daniel’s response when the order came 

through to bow down and worship a foreign god… he 

slipped up to his room and onto his knees and he 

prayed… 

“The very first thing that ought to result from criticism is 

prayer.” 

“You are never more successful than when you are on 

your knees in prayer…” Charles Swindoll 

This project was birthed in prayer, it will continue in prayer, 

and it will be completed in prayer! 

God you deal with it! You turn it around! 
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You see Tobias made a crucial mistake.  

3: 

But it wasn’t their wall. It wasn’t Nehemiah’s wall.  

It was God’s wall. It was God’s plan. It was God’s purpose 

that they were resisting. 

Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church and the gates of 

Hades shall not overpower it.” 

David’s advice to me. 

Never took personal criticism too seriously.  

But if people opposed the work of God – that was a 

different matter. 

 

2) Persist 

6: So we rebuilt the wall…. 

21: So we continued the work… 

 

Keep mixing the mortar and hand me another brick. 

Critics demoralise, but leaders encourage. Nothing 

excites Satan or the critic more than when their 

negativism results in a slowdown of progress.  

Stay at the task! Don’t give up! Keep building! 

 

He who began a good work in you 

Will be faithful to complete it 

He who started the work 

Will be faithful to complete it in you 
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If the struggle you're facing is slowly replacing 

Your hope with despair or the process is long 

And you're losing your song 

In the night you can be sure 

 

That the Lord has His hand on you 

Safe and secure 

He will never abandon you 

You are His treasure 

And He finds His pleasure in you 

 

God hasn’t finished with you yet! 

Keep on keeping on. 

Halfway is discouraging. 

 

Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Keep building. Keep going.  

In this perfect storm that is what Nehemiah did.  

Swindoll 57-58 Edison rebuilding after fire 

 

3) Take practical steps 

Pray first. Yes. 

Then work. Take action. Apply Holy Ghost common sense.  
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8-9: 

We prayed….and we posted a guard… 

13: 

16: 

Sometimes we have to take decisive action. We pray. We 

focus on God. We seek his wisdom. And then we act… 

That is what Nehemiah did. He prayed. And he posted a 

guard. He made sure that the people worked with a 

trowel in one hand and a sword in the other.  

14: “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord….and 

fight!” 

Faith in action.  

Faith has legs. Faith results in works. The book of James. 

Faith and works. 

Nehemiah strengthened the people. He reorganised 

them. He put people in charge. He closed the gaps and 

the vulnerable places. He rallied the troops. And he 

encouraged the people to work together and fight for 

each other. And slowly, surely, continually – the work 

progressed and the wall was rebuilt. 

 

 

4) Partner with God 

Burned stones. 

Rubble. 

I will build my church… 

Pink Floyd - All in all you're just another brick in the wall. 
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Or God’s vision for his church  

“You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of 

God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he was 

chosen by God for great honour. And you are living 

stones that God is building into his spiritual temple.” (1 

Peter 2:4-5) 

 

 

Community group questions and discussion points: 

 

1. What was Nehemiah’s experience even though he 

was in God’s will? What were some of the challenges 

he and the people of Israel were facing? 

 

2. Highlight some of the issues in the chapter: being 

despised, discouragement, fear, opposition, criticism. 

What are some of the things that stop us or slow us 

down? Where do we face these challenges? 

 

3. Can you think of a time – perhaps a half-way 

moment – when you felt discouraged and like giving 

up? 

 

4. How did Nehemiah respond? (See Nehemiah 4:4-5, 

8-9) Do you take such things to the Lord in prayer? 

What stops you? 

 

5. Nehemiah also persisted (see 4:6, 21) He kept on 

building! How can we do this when we feel fatigued, 

fearful, like a failure? What practical next steps can 

we take in our life to keep on, to continue building in 
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the face of difficulty? 

 

6. Nehemiah also took a number of practical steps. 

Where does faith and prayer and trust in God stop 

and practical action and initiative on our part start 

do you think? Nehemiah prayed AND he posted a 

guard on the wall…. 

 

7. Read again 1 Peter 2:4-5. What does that mean for 

us? How can we take our place and play our part in 

this great rebuilding project of God?! 

 

 

 

 


