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Nehemiah 3 – Rebuilding the Walls 

 

Last two weeks – preparation! 

Nehemiah mourned – he expressed his hurt to God 

Fasted – focused his heart on God 

Prayed – asked for help from God 

Last week – chapter 2: 

 

He was brutally honest about his feelings and 

circumstances 

He was bold in his approach and asking of the King 

He was brave in the face of obstacles and opposition 

He and the people partnered with God! 

 

2:20 “The God of heaven will give us success. We his 

servants will start rebuilding….” 

 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain that 

build it!” 

(Psalm 127) 

 

Now it’s time to build! 

 

Built (x30) Rebuilt (x29) Repaired (x31) Worked (x24) 
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It is time to rebuild and repair and to work!  

 

1) Everyone needs to play their part 

Key phrase: “Section” is used 26 times (CEV) – a smaller 

part of the whole 

“The next section was repaired by”…. 

Next to him… Next to them… Next to them… 

 

It’s not just the clergy. The professionals. The pastors. The 

priests are mentioned first, and they lead by example…. 

3:1-2 

There are priests and perfumers and goldsmiths and men 

and women and young and old… 

No professional builders!  

 

Viggo Olsen helped rebuild 10,000 houses in war-ravaged  

Bangladesh in 1972. He derived unexpected inspiration 

from reading Nehemiah 3, admittedly not one of the 

more moving passages of scripture, but it spoke to him – 

an amateur. “I was struck … that no expert builders were 

listed in the Holy Land brigade. There were priests, priests’ 

helpers, goldsmiths, perfume makers and women, but no 

expert builders or carpenters were named.  

 

John Piper wrote a book entitled: “Brothers we are not 

professionals!” 

Everyone played their part 
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Everyone except the nobles of Tekoa – 3:5 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people 

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Ephesians 2: 8-10 – “good works which God has prepared 

for us to do….” 

We are all ministers of the gospel. And we all have a part 

to play and a section of the wall to build. 

“There are no dittos among souls” von Hugel 

There is a section of the wall for you to build. Everyone is 

needed.  

There are three groups in this chapter. Those that did no 

work…those that did some work … those that went above 

and beyond and did enthusiastic work. 

 

Different ministries of the church. Different giftings. We are 

building God’s kingdom together.  

“You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of 

God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he was 

chosen by God for great honour. And you are living 

stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s 

more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of 

Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God. 

As the Scriptures say, “I am placing a cornerstone in 
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Jerusalem, chosen for great honour, and anyone who 

trusts in him will never be disgraced.” (1 Peter 2:4-6) 

We are living stones that God is building together. 

You have a vital part to play.  

“Above all else, you must live in a way that brings honour 

to the good news about Christ. Then, whether I visit you or 

not, I will hear that all of you think alike. I will know that 

you are working together and that you are struggling side 

by side to get others to believe the good news.” (Phil. 

1:27) 

 

Geese fly 72% further when they fly in formation. 

God’s work is always done in partnership! 

58x one another in scripture! 

71 names in this chapter listed for special appreciation. 

 

A progression in scripture from the big player – the 

individual – David, Moses etc. to all these individuals 

working together, to the priesthood of all believers.  

 

God said I am, going to turn the whole people of God 

into a living temple. 

 

2) Get connected into your section 

 

Key phrase: “by his own house” is used 6 times: 
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Jedaiah repaired the wall beside his own house (3:10) 

Hashabiah built the wall in his own district (3:17) 

Each priest made repairs near his own house (3:28) 

Benjamin and Azariah repaired the wall by their own 

homes (3:23) 

 

And groups were organised around their natural 

relationships: 

 

Nehemiah “I posted them by families” (4:13) 

Eliashib and his fellow priests rebuilt the sheep gate (3:1) 

The men of Jericho built the next section (3:2) 

The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate (3:3) 

Shallum and his daughters built the next section (3:12) 

The goldsmiths and the merchants built another section 

(3:32) 

 

Sometimes the people build according to their family line, 

sometimes according to where they came from, 

sometimes according to their profession – there were all 

kinds of gatherings and groupings – but everyone played 

their part. 

 

Connect groups 

Activity groups 

Community groups 
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Volunteer groups 

Connect lunches 

The motive of personal interest…. 

Dale Ralph Davis: “What do you make of those who 

carried out repairs “in front of their own house?” Well 

what’s wrong with it? They would likely perform quality 

repairs if it were part of their defence near their own 

home. In 1948, when the Jewish sector of Jerusalem was 

being slowly strangled by the Arab cordon, there was yet 

time to get the women and children to the coast and 

away from besieged Jerusalem. Dov Joseph, a Canadian 

lawyer in charge of provisioning Jewish Jerusalem, refused 

to allow the evacuation. He reasoned that Jewish men 

would fight far harder to defend their sector of Jerusalem 

if they knew the lives of their wives and children 

depended on their bravery. They wouldn’t need to be 

told what would happen to their families if the Arabs 

overran their positions. Personal interest can be quite a 

motivator.” 

You may feel that your small section doesn’t make a 

difference.  

But it all adds up and together we build the kingdom. 

The story of three bricklayers is a multi-faceted parable 

with many different variations, but is rooted in an 

authentic story. After the great fire of 1666 that levelled 

London, the world’s most famous architect, Christopher 

Wren, was commissioned to rebuild St Paul’s Cathedral. 

 

One day in 1671, Christopher Wren observed three 

bricklayers on a scaffold, one crouched, one half-
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standing and one standing tall, working very hard and 

fast. To the first bricklayer, Christopher Wren asked the 

question, “What are you doing?” to which the bricklayer 

replied, “I’m a bricklayer. I’m working hard laying bricks to 

feed my family.” The second bricklayer, responded, “I’m a 

builder. I’m building a wall.” But the third brick layer, the 

most productive of the three and the future leader of the 

group, when asked the question, “What are you doing?” 

replied with a gleam in his eye, “I’m a cathedral builder. 

I’m building a great cathedral to The Almighty.” 

 

“Brothers and sisters…always give yourselves fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you know that your work for 

the Lord is never wasted.” (1 Cor. 15:58 NCV) 

 

3) Love everyone but invest in the willing 

“The next section of the wall was rebuilt by the men of 

Tekoa but the nobles of that town refused to work or 

help.” (3:5) 

“Baruch zealously repaired another section” (3:20) 

Jesus fed the 5000. He preached to the crowd. He trained 

the 70. He discipled 12. He mentored 3. Was Jesus playing 

favourites? Yes! He gave the maximum amount of effort 

to those that would carry maximum responsibility.  

We don’t waste time in judging others. 

“Why do you judge your brothers or sisters in Christ? And 

why do you think you’re better than they are? 

Remember, each of us will stand personally before the 

judgment seat of God. Then each of us has to give a 
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personal account to God. So stop judging each other!” 

(Romans 14) 

God will reward what we do. 

 

4) Look to the ultimate Nehemiah who left the comfort 

of heaven – the palace – to deliver a people. 

Jerusalem a sign of something bigger – the walls of 

salvation.  

 

“Therefore, if you have any encouragement from being 

united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 

common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of 

one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 

conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 

not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 

interests of the others. In your relationships with one 

another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, 

being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 

God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 

he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 

servant, being made in human likeness. And being found 

in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 

Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and 

gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father.” (Philippians 2) 
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“Violence will disappear from your land; the desolation 

and destruction of war will end. Salvation will surround you 

like city walls, and praise will be on the lips of all who enter 

there.” (Isaiah 60:18) 

 

One section of the wall that we want to keep building is 

our Alpha course – Jenny 
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Community group questions  

1. Everyone helped with the rebuilding efforts! What 

does it mean for everyone in the church to play their 

part? What does the Bible say about this? (See for 

example Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 

2. How were the people of Israel organised to rebuild 

their walls? Notice the word section repeated many 

times. Read 1 Peter 2:4-6 together. What does this 

look like in practice? 

 

3. There is a phrase – “The priesthood of all believers” – 

which means that every church member is a minister, 

we all have a vital part to play. Can you think of 

different ways in which people in the group serve the 

greater whole? How can we encourage each other 

in our different roles and places? 

 

4. In chapter 3 of Nehemiah we see people who 

refused to work (the nobles of Tekoa), people who 

built their section, and people who went above and 

beyond and worked zealously! How can we 

encourage each other to get involved? And what 

do we do about the people who do not want to help 

and do not want wo get involved? 

 

5. Consider how Jesus focused on small group of willing 

people. He preached to crowds, he trained 70, he 

discipled 12, and he spent a lot of time with 3. How 

can we love everyone but invest in the willing? What 

might this look like for you? 

 



P a g e  | 11 

 

6. It has been a very challenging couple of years for 

many of us individually and for many churches – 

including ours. How can we build together in this 

coming season to see the gospel of Jesus Christ 

preached and lost people reached for Christ? What 

can we do? What can you do? 

 

 

 

 


