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Nehemiah 2 – Starting to rebuild 

 

Last week 

First steps towards a restart. Mourn – express your hurt to 

God. Fast – focus your heart on God. Pray – Ask for help 

from God. 

Restarting. Rebuilding. Renewal. 

Circumstances may appear to have wrecked your life. 

But God is not helpless among the ruins. 

 

Nehemiah has taken these steps. He has mourned. He has 

fasted. And he has prayed. 

 

We read in chapter 2 that he has also planned and 

prepared. He has been thinking. And preparing. And 

planning. And waiting for his moment.  

The moment comes four months later as he prepares to 

serve the King and Queen with wine.  

What do we do when we are facing ruins? Broken down 

walls. Burned gates?  

Again, we can learn from reading Nehemiah’s diary. 

 

1. Be brutally honest 

2:1-3 

We looked last week at Nehemiah’s response to the news 

of Jerusalem’s devastation and ruinous state. 
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He mourned. He presented his hurts to God.  

There is an honesty in his response.  

An openness. A reality.  

 

It’s the same reality and honesty we find throughout the 

scriptures. The warts-and-all depiction of faltering sinners 

and failed saints. Even the greatest of Biblical characters 

like Moses and David and Abraham and Peter and Paul 

are painted in full technicolour reality – with all their flaws 

and failings.  

Eugene Peterson writes of the saw-toothed history of 

Israel. Up and down. We are all, he reminds us, uneven 

performers.  

We sometimes try to pretend otherwise.  

But let’s be honest – the church is full of struggling uneven 

performers, rebels, sinners, saw-toothed Christians – 

people like you and me.  

People like the people of Israel and like Nehemiah – who 

find themselves in a ruinous state. 

And Nehemiah is honest about this. Brutally honest. 

Sadness of face. Sadness of heart.  

Often people’s face – their eyes – betray their heart. 

Nehemiah’s heart was heavy, and his face was sad.  

And he owned it. Why shouldn’t I be sad?! (3) 

 

He is honest about his own heart, his own life, and the 

situation in which his people find themselves. 
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And he shares this with the King. Which is a very 

dangerous thing to do. But more of that in a moment.  

Notice another moment of brutal honesty in 2:17 

“You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and 

its gates have been burned with fire.” 

“Face it: we’re in a bad way here.” (TM) 

This is following Nehemiah’s secret night-time survey of the 

city (11-16) 

Nehemiah carried out a ruthless inventory. And this was 

his finding. 

We are in trouble here.  

This is God’s territory.  

This is where God can work. 

But we have to be honest. Sad of face. Sad of heart. In 

trouble. 

 

When I hear the word survey I think of the old hymn: 

 

“When I survey the wond'rous Cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest Gain I count but Loss, 

And pour Contempt on all my Pride. 

 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
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Save in the Death of Christ my God: 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his Blood. 

 

3. See from his Head, his Hands, his Feet, 

Sorrow and Love flow mingled down! 

Did ever such Love and Sorrow meet? 

Or Thorns compose so rich a Crown?” 

 

A Biblical survey of our condition. A survey of the cross 

and Christ’s death for us. Shows us our dangerous and 

troubled and broken state.  

A survey shows our true state. And shows God’s amazing 

grace. 

This is a good place to be.  

“Confront the brutal facts but maintain a vital sense of 

optimism.” 

 

Wherever you find yourself, however sad or depressed 

you feel, whatever addiction you struggle with, whatever 

ruin you contemplate, whatever troubles surround you – 

God can meet you there. 

 

2. Be bold in your approach and in your asking 

2:4-8 
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Nehemiah was taking his life in his hands. To approach the 

King with such a request, when he has already issued an 

edict earlier to stop the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and to be 

sad or dejected in the presence of the King could have 

cost Nehemiah his head.  

Artaxerxes was the most powerful man on earth. 

And so Nehemiah was very afraid.  

He was taking a huge risk with this request.  

And he knew it.  

He had to be very bold to make the approach. 

Can I have a leave of absence? Can I go and rebuild 

Jerusalem? 

And when the King gives his initial permission, Nehemiah 

did not stop there!  

He started to ask for more and more stuff. While we are at 

it, can I have a guard? Can I have letters to give me safe 

passage through enemy territory. And can I have some 

wood for the gates and the walls and for my own house? 

He asks for permission. Protection. And provision. 

He has prayed, planned and prepared for this moment. 

But he still throws up an arrow prayer before he makes the 

approach. 

Oh God please help me here. 

These are bold requests!  

 Nehemiah goes for it. And his requests are granted.  

He is brutally honest, and he is bold in his asking and 

approach. 
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“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) 

 

“In [Jesus Christ] and through faith in him we may 

approach God with freedom and confidence.” 

(Ephesians 3:12) 

 

“Everyone whom the Father gives me will come to me. I 

will never turn away anyone who comes to me.” (John 

6:37) 

 

“No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in Him is mine! 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach th'eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.” 

 

“You have not come to a mountain that can be touched 

and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 

to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that 

those who heard it begged that no further word be 

spoken to them, because they could not bear what was 

commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 

must be stoned to death.” The sight was so terrifying that 
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Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” But you have 

come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon 

thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of 

the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You 

have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 

word than the blood of Abel.” (Hebrews 12:18-24) 

The Bible says, “You don’t have because you don’t ask!” 

Be bold in your approach and your asking. 

You are not approaching a whimsical King who maty or 

may not lop your head off. 

You are approaching the King of Kings. He will never turn 

away anyone who comes to him. 

Be brutally honest about your condition. 

Be bold in your approach and your asking. 

 

3) Be brave in the face of obstacles and opposition 

2: I was very much afraid 

2:19-20 

Courage is not the absence of fear. 

Nehemiah was afraid. And he faced real enemies who 

wanted to stop him and who did not want Israel and 

Jerusalem to prosper. They would use intimidation and 

threats and mockery and disdain.  
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And Nehemiah, as we shall see, had to deal not only with 

his own fears and struggles, but also with those of the 

people he would lead.  

We have an enemy of our souls.  

Who does not want us or our church or our people or the 

gospel to prosper or rebuild. 

Alpha.  

Connect groups. 

Sharing the gospel.  

Building community. 

We will face times of tremendous difficulty. 

Times when we lose our confidence. 

Times when we are afraid. In the middle of the night. 

Sometimes we have to be strong and courageous.  

We have to be brave. 

No-one said it would be easy or unopposed. 

There may well be setbacks. This was the third attempt to 

rebuild. The work had been stopped by these officials of 

the Trans-Euphrates before. The threats were real. The 

opposition was fierce.  

We have an enemy of our souls.  

So, the final point is particularly important today. 

Be brutally honest before God. 

Be bold in your approach and your asking. 

Be brave. 
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4) Partner with God 

1:11, 2:8, 2:18, 2:20 

The hand of God – not Maradona’s. Because God was on 

Nehemiah’s side, everything was different. 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 

God opposes the proud, but he gives grace to the 

humble. 

Whether David, or Gideon, or Moses, or Daniel, or the 

early disciples, or Nehemiah – often insurmountable odds 

or impassable situations were overcome because God 

intervened. God was on their side. 

It is the same with our human condition. 

We are dead in our sins, separated from God, hopeless – 

but God. 

But God intervened. God sent his son Jesus. Jesus died for 

us and in our place. He offers us a way back. New life. 

Resurrection. Eternal life. Beyond death. Beyond sin. 

Beyond brokenness. He gives hope where there is no 

hope. He gives a future beyond the disappointments and 

failings of your past or the precariousness and pain of your 

present. 

Nehemiah partners with God.  

He isn’t just passive. But nor does he think it all depends on 

him. He sees and recognises the sovereignty of God. 

20: “The God of heaven will give us success. We his 

servants will start rebuilding….” 

Turbocharged E-bikes! Turboboost. 
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Wind in our sails 

We will do our bit – we will work as if everything depends 

on us, and we will pray as if everything depends on God.  

Best of all God is with us! 

 

Community group questions and discussion points: 

 

1. In what way is Nehemiah brutally honest before 

God? How can we live authentically and yet in a 

faith-filled way with God and one another? 

 

2. Read together some of the scriptures about 

approaching God in prayer. How can we bold and 

audacious in our asking and approach? 

 

3. Nehemiah was brave in the face of opposition and 

difficulty, even though he was afraid. What are some 

of the obstacles and opposition that come against us 

in our walk of faith? How can we overcome these? 

 

4. We read in chapter 2 that the people started to 

rebuild but it was God who gave them success. The 

hand of the Lord was with Nehemiah! How can we 

partner with God? What is the balance between us 

working and trying hard and God helping us? 

 

5. What is the one thing that stood out to you in thi8s 

week’s message? Is there one thing that you 

particularly want to apply and put into practice? 
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