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Christian values 

Professional and friendly staff  

A play based curriculum 

A homely environment 
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Dear Parent, 

Thank you for enquiring about Roundabout Nursery.  Please take your time to look through the 

information on the following pages and, if you haven’t already done so, make an appointment 

to come and visit us to see the nursery in action for yourself.  We believe that we are the nursery 

of choice for Plymouth because; 

 

We are underpinned by traditional Christian Values 

Roundabout Nursery was established in 1986 as a Christian Nursery 

in the heart of the city.  We are run by the church and welcome 

Christian families and those from other backgrounds.  We teach 

and practice Christian values, say grace before meals and also 

celebrate the key Christian festivals.  We have a strong link with 

the church which has activities for the whole family throughout the 

week and on Sundays.  The Plymouth Christian Centre is very much 

at the heart of the Cattedown community with regular toddler 

groups and Kidzklub during the week.  Take a look at our website 

for more details. 

 

We have a homely environment 

We believe that a home from home environment is the best place for a young child to grow and 

learn.  We create this calming environment through the intentional planning of our routines and 

surroundings and are conscious of our senses as we do.  So we use smell with scented candles 

and waxes, sounds with music and background noises, touch with soft textures and ’real’ toys 

and calming visuals as we consider the decor of the nursery and the resources and lighting we 

provide.  Our routines mirror what you would do in the home too, with quieter meal and rest     

sessions and busier activity sessions. 

 

We also have a chef who prepares home-cooked traditional meals.   We ensure that the food is 

varied and nutritious and we create a seasonal menu each term.  Meal times are key to our 

homely environment and the whole nursery sits down to eat at the same time.  We dress the     

tables to look attractive as you would at home, providing good quality tableware with the        

Pre-School children also having napkins and menus on their tables. 

 

Our staff are absolutely key to creating this environment.  We are a happy team, genuinely     

caring for one another and for the children.  You can be assured that if you leave your child with 

us, we will care for them as our own. 
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Our professionalism 

We recognise the importance of early education and seek to provide excellent education and 

childcare for all children.  We have a professional approach to this. 

This means that we are very reflective in our practice, regularly reviewing what we are doing and 

why, and invite parents to feed into this too.  Whilst we want to be consistent in all that we do, we 

too are keen learners and are always looking to improve our practice. 

The continued professional development of our staff is also a priority.  We do this both individually 

and collectively.   We have two non pupil days per year so that we can spend some extended 

time training our staff. (We do not charge for these days and will try and make sure we do a differ-

ent day each term e.g. Monday in September, Friday in May.) 

 

A play based curriculum 

Teaching children to play and then helping them to learn through play is a key part of what we do 

at Roundabout.  We want our children to be confident learners.  Children who will ‘have a go’, 

who are keen to explore and challenge themselves.  Children who are excited to come to nursery 

and are motivated to participate fully in all that we offer.  We want the children to be resilient, to 

not be defeated if something doesn’t go to plan, to think of other solutions.  We want to teach 

transferable skills so that they are ready for their next steps, ready for school.   We want them to 

love learning so that they are excited to go to school and so that when they are out and about, 

they explore and ask questions.     

 

For us, early education is about preparation for the big world as much as, if not more than, the 

knowledge that they will acquire with us.  We are excited for them and their futures and love 

watching them grow! 

 

So that is us.  Learning through play, in a professional, home from home environment.  And all un-

derpinned by our Christian background.   

 

We believe that we are the nursery of choice for Plymouth.   But don’t take our word for it!  Come 

and see for yourself.   

 

Book an appointment for a viewing and take a look around.  We look forward to meeting with you. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

Liz Crudgington 

Nursery Manager  
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What we do 
We cater for children from 3 months to  

4 years old and are open 51 weeks a year. 
We operate a structured day, based around quieter meal and rest times and busier activity sessions 

in the morning and afternoon.   

A typical day would look like this; 

• Calm, quiet welcome to the nursery as children come in.  Optional breakfast.  

• Morning activities, inside and out.  A fun morning with activities planned by staff and also self 

selected by children. 

• Home cooked, two course lunch followed by a rest period with quiet music and reduced    

lighting where possible. 

• A quiet lull between the morning and afternoon sessions so that staff can concentrate on   

talking to parents who are collecting and dropping off children. 

• Welcoming of the afternoon children.  Another fun session of activities, story and song. 

• A relaxed end to the day from 4pm as some of the children leave.  A light snack will be offered 

before the children leave for home at 6pm. 

 

We operate within the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021 and the three prime  

areas of learning are taught throughout the nursery all day. As the children become more          

competent with these they then feed into the four specific areas, which are given more focus     

during the morning and afternoon sessions, and in more depth as the children get older.  
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Grant sessions 
We offer Me2 funded places to 2 year olds 

and grant funding to 3 and 4 year olds. 
Use your grant hours against most sessions. Please indicate on your registration form which sessions 

you would like to have as grant sessions.  

 

You can access completely free nursery hours by booking the afternoon session. The other sessions 

have a £3.50 lunch fee and an optional £2 breakfast fee if you require a breakfast. 

 

2 year olds 

If you have a 2 year old, there may be funding available to help with childcare costs. 

A parent or carer can apply if they receive at least one of the following: 

• Income support 

• Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Child Tax Credits and an income of less than £16,190 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of the State Pension Credit 

• Children looked after by the local authority may also be eligible. 

 

3 & 4 year olds 

All 3 & 4 year olds are entitled to 15 funded hours per week, starting the term after their third       

birthday. Eligible children can also claim up to 30 funded hours.  

(You must apply for this the term before you want to use it.) 

We also offer stretch funding which allows you to use your funded sessions throughout the year, ra-

ther than during term time. For example: 

For those who claim 15 hours per week can stretch this to 12 hours per week for 47.5 weeks 

For those who claim 30 hours per week can stretch this to 24 hours per week for 47.5 weeks 

 

To find out more information and to see if you qualify you can visit two websites: 

Childcare Choices-which gives you lots of information about what your options are. 

Plymouth.gov.uk-tells you how to apply for funding. 
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General Information 
One of our values is that we provide a home from home environment and part of that is a calm 

and routined nursery.  We firmly believe that the fewer transitions in a day, the more settled the 

children will be.  Some nurseries provide ’fully flexible’ childcare.  We have chosen not to do this 

in order to provide continuity of staffing and to create a calmer day with less ’coming and       

going’.   You will see that we have longer sessions for this reason, and you will notice that we 

have created a ‘buffer’ between the morning and afternoon sessions so that this changeover is 

as calm as possible. 

 

 

Nursery Prices.  

You can use your grants for any of these sessions. 

Morning session, breakfast optional, includes snack and lunch (7.45am -12.45pm) £32 

Afternoon session, snack and a light tea (1pm-6pm) £32 

Whole day, breakfast optional, includes snacks, lunch and a light tea (7.45am—5.45pm) £54 

Short day, including lunch and snacks (8.30am—4pm) £47 

Short afternoon session, includes snack  (1pm—5pm) £26 

Hourly top up (4 –5 pm or 5 –6 pm) £6 per hour 

 

Additional meal prices for ALL children 

Optional breakfast meal £2 (only payable if you require the breakfast meal) 

Lunch meal £3.50 (compulsory if booking any session including lunch) 

Snacks FREE 

Light tea FREE (this is served just after 5pm) 

 

Top up your sessions  

You can’t use your grants for these. 

Breakfast session £5, breakfast optional (7.45am—8.30am)  

Late finish £2 (5.45pm—6pm) 

 

Bookings 

Book either Term Time Only or Full Time (one week off at Christmas).  We would recommend that 

you book a minimum of two sessions per week so that your child feels more settled.  We ask you 

to book the same sessions each week but are happy for you to swap or buy ad-hoc sessions    

occasionally if we have the availability. 
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Dropping off and collecting your child 

Tiny Tots and Toddlers  

Come and go as you please. You will be given the door code and will let yourself in. Using the 

key code, come in the main entrance, down the corridor and follow the signs for ‘Tiny Tots and 

Toddler Room’. 

 

Pre School 

We aim to create a calm environment as we prepare for the transition to school.  By not having 

parents coming into the rooms, and not having the doorbell going throughout the session, the 

children are much more settled and get more out of the session.   

For that reason we do not allow drop offs after 9.15 am or before 3.30pm in the Pre School  rooms.   

We have set our session times to work around the school drop off and pick up for those that have 

older siblings. 

 

This is how the Pre School rooms work; 

Before 9.15 am  

Let yourself into the main corridor using the key code.  Come to the door that says ‘Pre School 

Entrance’.  There are two Pre School doorbells.  Ring the bell for your child’s room and they will 

come to the internal front door and collect your child. 

12.45pm (end of the morning session) 

Those children leaving after lunch will be taken down to the front door to meet their parents.  

Please wait outside the building to collect your child. 

1pm (start of the afternoon session) 

Those children joining us for the afternoon will be met at the front door by a member of staff.  

Please wait outside the building with your child.  

3.30pm (early pick up) 

If you have a child at Prince Rock or want to pick up early for any reason please let the staff 

know and they will take the children down to the front door.  Please wait outside the building to 

collect your child. 

4pm  

We will bring the children leaving at 4pm to the front door.  Please wait outside the building to 

collect your child. 

After 4.15pm.  

Once the staff have returned to their rooms you are free to collect at your convenience.  Please 

ring the doorbell for their room and they will be taken to the door to meet you. 

 

(We will show you the doors and bells when you have your show around.) 
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Settling in sessions 

Settling sessions are run between 10am-11am and 2pm-3pm. Each child is offered one  

session where parents stay and one session where parents leave. These sessions really help your 

child to settle into the nursery environment. These can be booked when you register your child, or 

your child’s room leader will phone a few weeks prior to their start date to book them in.  

 

Daily requirements 

We will provide you with a Roundabout Nursery bag or a book bag in Pre-school.  

Please put your child’s name on it and use it for their provisions for the day: 

Tiny Tots - bottles of milk, nappies, comforter, change of clothes x2 

Toddlers - nappies and change of clothes x2 

Pre-school - change of clothes 

We aim to go outside in all weathers, hot or cold so please ensure your child has  

appropriate clothing to wear as well as being dressed a for an active day in nursery. 

Please ensure all personal belongings are labelled with your child’s name. 

 

Holidays and absences 

Term time contracts just attend nursery during the 38 week of the nursery year.  You can’t take     

holiday during this time.  You have 14 weeks off per year. 

Full time contracts You pay all year round except for our Christmas closure where we do not 

charge. 

 

Policies 

All our policies are available on the website.  Please ask if you would like a copy.  

 

Illness 

If your child becomes ill during the day we will contact you to discuss the best course of action. In 

all cases of diarrhoea, conjunctivitis and sickness children must stay away from nursery for 48 hours 

after the latest bout. We have more details in our Sickness Policy. 

 

 Accidents 

All staff are Paediatric First Aid trained. In the event of an accident, an accident form will be    

completed and you will be asked to sign this when you have received an explanation of the       

incident details. If an accident occurs that requires medical attention you will be contacted        

immediately. If we cannot contact you a member of staff will take your child to casualty. 
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Arrivals and Departures Policy 
All children, parents and carers will be given a warm welcome on their arrival. 

The staff will sign the children in on the register and mark any absences too. Any messages passed 

on by the parents are to be recorded and shared with the staff in the child’s room. 

If the parent/carer requests the child to be given medicine during the nursery session, the nursery 

staff must ensure that a medicine form has been completed. 

If the child is not going to be collected by the parent/carer at the end of the session, the parent 

must give the staff a description of the nominated adult along with a password. 

No child will be handed over to anyone rather than the known parent/carer unless an agreement 

has been made at the time of arrival. On departure, the staff will encourage the parent/carer or 

nominated adult to sign the child out on the attendance record to show that the child has left the 

building. 

 

Late Collection 
The nursery closes at 6pm and no exceptions or special collection arrangements can be made 

past this time. 

If a parent/carer is going to be late collecting their child, they must: 

• Call the nursery as soon as possible to inform them of their situation. 

• Confirm with the nursery that another authorised adult will be collecting the child. If the adult 

is not known to the nursery staff, the parent must give a detailed description of the authorised 

adult and the child’s password, in order for the nursery to allow the child to leave with the au-

thorised adult. 

 

Parents/carers of late children will incur a fee of £50.00 for the first 15 minutes and an  

additional charge of £5.00 added to the fee for every 5 minutes after 6.15pm. 

Staff will try all of the child’s contact numbers.  Two staff members will remain on site until suitable 

arrangements have been made for the collection of the child. 

If, after attempting to reach all contacts on the child’s file for 45 minutes they fail to contact any-

one, Children’s social care /Ofsted/police will be informed and it will become a child protection 

issue. 

We will contact:  

OFSTED (Early Years Dept.) Tel: 0300 123 1231 

Children’s Services/ safeguarding children board: 01752 308600 

Devon and Cornwall police: 08452 777444 
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Meeting the needs of all children 

We recognise that all children are unique and that they develop confidence and                      

independence through strong relationships.  We operate a key person system in the belief that 

this is the most effective way to build positive relationships and to identify how individual children 

are developing and learning.  All children are allocated one and sometimes two ‘key people’.  

These members of staff will ensure that your child is progressing through all the areas of learning 

and development and will communicate with you on a daily basis.   

 

We know that the environment plays a key role in supporting a child’s development and we   

provide bright, imaginative rooms that inspire staff and children alike and that reflect our values.   

We encourage children to access toys and activities for themselves and ensure that the rooms 

are set up according to the needs of the age of children using them.  We have the three main 

nursery rooms, a large kitchen, access to a hall and two outside play areas.  We also have     

separate toilets for the children to use and have a security system in place where entry is        

permitted through a key code door entry system. 

 

What now? 

1. Come and visit us.  Make an appointment by phoning Amy or Liz by emailing 

amy.relf@plymouthchristiancentre.org 

2. Complete and hand in a registration form, which you will pick up from nursery,  

3. Book  your child’s settling sessions by popping in or over the phone if you’d prefer. 

4. Relax in the knowledge that you’ve picked the right nursery for your child.  You can be 

happy knowing that they are receiving high quality care, education and food during their 

time with us. 

5. We will continue to communicate with you via our Famly App about parents’ open days 

and newsletters so you will always be up to date with what’s happening here at          

Roundabout. 
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01752 229563 

Plymouth Christian Centre 

Embankment Road 

Plymouth  

PL4 9HP 

 

amy.relf@plymouthchristiancentre.org 

www.plymouthchristiancentre.org/nursery 


