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Expect something Better. 
Living at a different level 

 

Pentecost Sunday – when the Spirit came. 

 

Reading 3:14ff 

 

 

There was a little girl who had a little curl Etc. Church like that. 

 

This is a great passage – it lifts our vision to what could be, for you personally 

and the believers, collectively.  

 

 

Radical Christianity –  

• Extravagant love 

• Overwhelming Kindness 

• Abundant Charity 

• Amazing Generosity 

• Dedicated Self-Sacrifice 

 

 

For this reason, = what he has just said – the church to be a show piece to the 

principalities and powers – of God’s wisdom. 

 

Black, white, Male female Rich poor, educated illiterate, gifted none gifted.  

Three times divorced, with those who never married, the Ex con with the 

policeman. Every race and culture are one together in one body. This is how it 

will happen. 

 

Paul prayed for them – People who had power in prayer. 

 

• Jesus and Peter – I have prayed for you = great comfort 

• Paul – demons said, Jesus we know and Paul we know – but who are 

you. 

• Praying Hyde – dry convention – he prayed – the power came. 

 

Prayed that God would give you something. 
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God is rich – He has a lot.  He has everything you need. Things don’t matter to 

him. 

 

• Love 

• Patience 

• Power 

• Strength 

• Joy 

• Wisdom 

• Self-control 

 

1. To be Strengthened – in the inner man. With Power. 

a. Inner strength 

i. Power – Jesus said, you will receive power when the H/S 

comes upon you. Bind the strong man. 

ii. Faith – Abraham – but was strong in faith. 

iii. Grace – Timothy – be strong in the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus 

iv. Be strong, In the Lord and in the power of His might. 

 

1 John 2:14 

I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the 

beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 

word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one. NKJV 

 

Strengthened by the Spirit. The ministry of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Mary – How can this be, - the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of 

the highest will overshadow you. 

 

People’s lives have been radically changed by the empowering of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

• First disciples – fearful etc. Acts 2 boldness. 

• Charles Finny – bellowed out the un-utterable gushing’s of his heart. 

• Pioneers of Elim – George and Stephen Jeffries – Wigglesworth. 

• Charles Price – on floor – ball of fire – Spoke in Tongues – amazing 

miracles of healing etc. 
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• John Smyth and I went to Angeles’s Temple in LA room full of crutches, 

wheelchairs, etc. left by people healed by the power of God. 

 

Not everyone has such a dynamic encounter but all of us need a personal 

Pentecost. 

 

The purpose of this ministry of the Spirit is -  

 

2. That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. 

a. Rev. 3:20 Behold I stand at the door and knock etc. 

b. Settle down in you – not salvation.   

c. The Lordship issue is not resolved in some Christians – they know 

him only as saviour, not Lord. 

d. Missionary’s bible, “I want nothing for myself” 

 

 

Abraham and Lot – Abraham let God Choose. 

Surrender to Christ is the most releasing thing you can do. 

 

Christ is the one who organises -  

• Your time. 

• Your relationships. 

• Your finance. 

 

When He comes – Love comes in. 

 

Rooted and established in Love. 

 

 

3. Power to grasp (with all the saints – the Christian life not in isolation) 

how wide, long, high, deep, is the love of Christ. 

 

Motoring at night – Great no one on the Rd. 

 

Jesus loves us more than most of us realise. 

 

We all need - a revelation of the Love of God in Christ 

 

Love – Jesus is -  
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• Patient  

• Kind 

• Doesn’t envy 

• Does not boast 

• Is not proud 

• Not rude 

• Not self seeking 

• Not easily angered 

• Keeps no record of wrongs - forgives 

• Rejoices with the truth 

• Always protects 

• Always trusts 

• Always hopes 

• Always Perseveres 

• Never fails  

 

Little girl prayed – Lord make all the bad people good and all the bad people 

nice. 

 

How can I have this love – it surpasses Knowledge = by revelation 

 

 

4. That you may be filled with all the fulness of God – Paul said, be filled 

with the Spirit etc. 

 

Fulness = Full number, full complement, full measure, copiousness, plenitude, 

that which has been completed. The word describes a ship with a full cargo and 

crew, and a town with no empty houses. Fulness and completion. 

 

How – it is impossible! 

 

He is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine – according to the 

power that works in us. 

 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to come upon your life – so that Christ may settle down 

and abide. In you. 

 

Behold I stand at the door and knock - Trust in the Lord with all your heart . 
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You do not have to go through these questions mechanically – choose the 

ones that are most useful to your group. Or think of others that may be 

more relevant. 

 

Q 1 What part of this message did you find most helpful and why? 

 

Q 2 Discuss the difference between receiving Christ as Saviour, and 

knowing Christ as Lord, dwelling in us (settling down in our lives) what 

changes would we expect to see? Rev.3:20. 

 

Q 3 Why do we need the Holy Spirit to help us with this? Give any personal 

testimony.  

 

Q 4 Try to explain what the width, depth, hight and length of God’s love 

might look like. How does this make you feel? Why must this be 

experienced with other believers? 

 

Q 5 God is able to do immeasurably more than we ask. Maybe spend time 

praying for one another, for a greater revelation of God’s love and the 

fulness of the Holy Spirit. 


