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Ephesians 3:1-13 – A man on a mission 

 

GRACE for the mystery revealed 

GRACE for the ministry assigned 

GRACE to declare the manifold wisdom of GOD 

 

1) GRACE for the mystery revealed 

1-5 

“The administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you…” 

“That is the mystery made known to me by revelation” 

Not previously made known, now revealed by the Spirit to God’s apostles and 

prophets… 

“Mysterion” – not something hidden and mysterious, but an open secret, a 

thing revealed… 

Paul speaks of this revelation and the apportioning of God’s grace to him in 2 

Corinthians 12:1-10 

Great revelation, but also suffering and weakness. 

Paul’s earlier prayer for a Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that they could 

know God better as well…. 

1 Corinthians 2 – God’s wisdom revealed by the Spirit of God… 

Ephesians 3:4 “In reading this then you will be able to understand my insight 

into the mystery of Christ…” 

WORD and SPIRIT  

 

What is this mystery that Paul is talking about? What is this revelation? 

6: “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are a) heirs together 

with Israel, b) members together of one body, c) sharers together in the 

promise in Christ Jesus.”  
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Greek prefix – SYN x3 “together with” 

12: “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 

confidence.” 

 

“Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is 

still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the 

church. I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present 

to you the word of God in its fullness— the mystery that has been kept hidden 

for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them 

God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of 

this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:24-27) 

 

Christ in you – you in Christ – this unification with Christ of Jew and Gentile… 

All this was revealed to Paul and Peter and the apostles and prophets when the 

time was fulfilled… 

And has been made known to us… 

There is a grace for this …. 

“It is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no-one can boast.” 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

2) Grace for the ministry assigned 

7-9 

Grace to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ (evangelizo) 

Grace to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery (photizo – 

to enlighten) 

 

“For I am the least of all the apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called 

an apostle after the way I persecuted God’s church. But whatever I am now, it 

is all because God poured out his special favour on me—and not without 
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results. For I have worked harder than any of the other apostles; yet it was not 

I but God who was working through me by his grace. (1 Cor. 15:9-10 NLT) 

 

“When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words 

and impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. For I decided that while I 

was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was 

crucified. I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message 

and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive 

speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I did this so you would 

trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.  

(1 Cor. 2:1-5) 

 

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.” 

(Ephesians 4:7) 

 

Emma Marlow – email 

Julie Nash – opportunity to share the gospel 

 

No dittos among souls – von Hugel 

Eugene Peterson’s butcher father: 

“Eugene internalized a respect for the material at hand. The material could be 

a pork loin, or a mahogany plank, or a lump of clay, or the will of God, or a 

soul, but when the work is done well, there is a kind of submission of will to 

the conditions at hand, a cultivation of what he would later learn to call 

humility. It is a noticeable feature in all skilled workers – woodworkers, 

potters, poets, pray-ers, and pastors. He learned it in the butcher shop.” 

 

Ephesians 3:7 “I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace 

given me through the working of his power.” 

 

“His grace to me was not without effect.” (1 Cor. 15:10) 
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God uses the least, the least expected, the least powerful… 

“Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 

of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 

were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 

the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God 

chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things 

that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before 

him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 

wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.” (1 

Cor. 1:26-30) 

 

Grace has been given – we have been created in Jesus Christ to do good works 

… 

 

Dallas Willard – “Grace is opposed to earning, not to effort” 

 

God works it in, we work it out. 

Grace and power… 

 

3) GRACE to declare the manifold wisdom of GOD 

 

“His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 

should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 

according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” (Ephesians 3:10-11) 

Manifold = “many/various/rich colours alongside each other, woven or 

embroidered… 

It’s used in reference to Joseph’s coat of many colours…. Most varied …many-

sided. 
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The church is God’s plan. This unified, varied people of God – Jews and 

Gentiles – people of every nation and tongue – are united in Christ, with each 

other and with God, declaring just how wise God is to the heavenly powers and 

rulers! 

 

The mess and the shekinah of congregation!! 

 

A very high view of church and what God’s purpose and plan is for it! And has 

been for eternity! 

 

In and through Jesus we can approach God with boldness and confidence.. 

 

And can it be that I should gain 

An int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

2 

’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 

Who can explore His strange design? 

In vain the firstborn seraph tries 

To sound the depths of love Divine! 

’Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 

Let angel minds inquire no more. 
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’Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 

Let angel minds inquire no more. 

3 

He left His Father’s throne above, 

So free, so infinite His grace; 

Emptied Himself of all but love, 

And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

For, O my God, it found out me. 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

For, O my God, it found out me. 

4 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

5 

No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness Divine, 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 



P a g e  | 7 

 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

 

Commands: 

1) Understand by reading 

2) Church to share the wisdom of God 

3) Approach God with freedom and confidence 

4) Don’t be discouraged… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for community groups: 



P a g e  | 8 

 

1) Ephesians 4:7 says that God has assigned grace to every one of us – 

giving us different gifts. What does this look like? What gifts are there? 

How can we know what our gift is and how can we operate in it? 

 

2) Geoff talked about the dangers of “gift envy” and “gift projection”. What 

are these and how can we avoid them? How can we affirm and honour 

the gifts in other people? 

 

3) The church is called to display the “manifold wisdom” of God to the 

heavenly rulers and powers. What is this manifold wisdom and how does 

the church do this? 

 

4) How can we play our part in the body of Christ so that we are all living 

stones being built together for a habitation of God? 

 

5) Church is messy but it is glorious and it is God’s plan A! What are some 

of the benefits and joys and blessings of being part of God’s family, 

God’s household, God’s holy temple? 

 

6) Grace has been given us to tell other people about this good news and 

to make it plain for people. How can we do this? What opportunities is 

God giving us? Pray for each other that these will increase and we will 

make the most of them – in God’s grace and power…. 
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