
 Community Group Questions 

Scripture – NEHEMIAH 12 & 13 

Key themes of this message 

1. Chapter 12 covers the dedication of the walls and a time of great 

    celebration for the people on completion of the rebuilding of the walls 

2. Chapters 8-12 mark a period of revival and reformation with joy and 

    celebration and a renewal of the covenant 

3. Chapter 13 marks the demise of much that Nehemiah has established, with 

    the people neglecting the sabbath, compromising in their relationships, 

    failing to fulfil the covenant, and Nehemiah having to exercise 

    considerable discipline on his return.  

4. The end of Nehemiah shows us our desperate need of a saviour and a 

    new covenant – as we wait for the advent of Jesus the Messiah 

Explore 

1. What marks the dedication of the walls? Read together the account in 

chapter 12, especially verses 27-31a and 40-43. Imagine the scene. 

2. Nehemiah leaves Jerusalem after 12 years to return to King Artaxerxes. 

When he comes back, he finds several things that are not okay. Have a 

look at what these are and how Nehemiah responds. (Compromising 

companionship (4-9), Financial fiasco (10-14), Secularized sabbath (15-22) 

and Domestic disobedience (23-27) 

Reflect 

1. Consider the contrast between the earlier chapters (“we will obey, we will 

follow the covenant” and chapter 13. What do you think has happened? 

2. What do you think of Nehemiah’s leadership and responses to the 

disobedience of the people?  

3. The book of Nehemiah seems to end on a bit of a downer! Why do you 

think this is? Why do we have chapter 13 and not end the story at the end 

of chapter 12? 

Apply 

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 together. At the start of this advent time, how 

can we celebrate and give thanks for the good things that God has done 

in our life? What does it look like to give thanks in all circumstances? 

2. Celebration and joy and gratitude will change our outlook and attitude. 

How can we change our focus from the negative to the positive? 

3.  “Our companions do help determine our character; we become like 

those we spend time with. Do you have any idea of the effect that your 



friends are having on your life?” (Charles Swindoll) Relationships are a key 

feature in chapter 13 – discuss the importance of having good and positive 

and godly relationships in our life. How can we better nurture and develop 

these? And how can we avoid and move away from negative and 

damaging relationships? 

4. The passage ends on a downer – but with Nehemiah asking for grace and 

favour. We all need that as we look to and wait for the coming of a 

Messiah. Pray for each other as we wait for Christmas and for our saviour. 

 


