
 Community Group Questions 

Scripture – LUKE 2:25-38 – Waiting for the 

consolation and redemption of Israel 

Key themes of this message 

1. Advent means “coming” or “arrival” and marks a time of waiting. This 

    passage is about Simeon and Anna and how they were waiting for the 

    coming of the Messiah and the consolation and redemption of 

   Jerusalem/Israel. 

2. This waiting has been since the beginning of the Bible story, is outlined in 

    the Psalms and the Prophets and throughout the Old Testament and is only 

    resolved (like an unresolved musical chord) in the coming of Jesus. 

3. Many of us live lives that are incomplete, needing the consolation (or 

    comfort) and redemption (or salvation) of God.    

4. There is hope and comfort and salvation in Jesus (“the thrill of hope – a 

    weary world rejoices”) – he has come to save us. We all need saving. 

Explore 

1. Read Isaiah 40:1 and 49:13 and 52:7-10. What is it the people need and are 

waiting for? What is Simeon waiting for? What is Anna waiting for? 

2. Read Psalm 130. How does this tie in with the theme of the passage in 

Luke? What is that we find in God? 

3. Imagine the scene with Simeon and Anna. How would it feel to be them? 

What would the overriding emotion be? Put yourself in their shoes. 

Reflect 

1. Luke 2:8-11. What are we really celebrating at Christmas and Advent? 

What has happened? How is the waiting over? And how do we still have to 

wait? 

2. Have you ever had to wait for something? How did it feel? Are you still 

waiting now for resolution, for an answer, for relief? 

3. How can we receive the comfort and the salvation of Jesus in our own 

lives? 

Apply 

1. Consider the story of Rob Parsons and the lost gingerbread men along the 

road – and this saying: “Every person needs a little rescuing somewhere 

along the road.” How are we in need of comfort and salvation ourselves? 

How can we receive this from Jesus this advent? 



2. Simeon said: “My eyes have seen the salvation of the Lord”. How can we 

personally experience and live in the reality of the salvation of Jesus? 

3.  How can we develop in our own hearts “the thrill of hope”? How can we 

rejoice when we are weary and mentally fatigued? What simple things 

could we do to wait on the Lord in these coming days? 

4. Pray for each other – for the areas of our life where we need the comfort 

and salvation of God.  


