
 Community Group Questions 

Scripture – NEHEMIAH 10 

 

Message Notes 

You may ask what has a person building a city wall in Jerusalem 

2.500 yrs. ago got to do with me today. 

 

• God can rebuild an individual life 

• ----------------------- a local church 

• ---------------------- universal church  

 

We have got to take the historic incidents in Israel’s history and 

apply it to the Christian era. 

 

So, what happened to Israel in the O/T can be applied to the 

church in the new. 

 

It’s a time of re-building at PCC 

 

Geoff has told you of the struggles Nehemiah had. 

 

• The Wall had been re-built – they were now protected 

• But now the focus is on the spiritual condition of the people 

• The word (law) had been re-introduced – officials helped the 

people understand it’s meaning.  

 

 



o 1 John 1:9-10 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  

 

o 1 John 1:4 And these things we write to you that your 

joy may be full.  

 

o After the sorrow of conviction comes the joy of 

reconciliation.  

 

• The people’s response was sorrow, conviction, and 

confession – Nehemiah told them. 

 

• Neh. 8:10 "Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods and 

sweet drinks and share gifts of food with people who have 

nothing prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don't 

be dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength!" 

 

 

• The threat of immediate danger was over – they now wanted 

to be a truly kingdom people 

 

 

They made a binding written covenant to change or re-affirm the 

way they lived. A legal document 

 

84 people signed it  

• Nehemiah himself 

• Priests 

• Levites 

• Leaders 

• Ordinary citizens adhered to it but didn’t sign – wives’ children 

didn’t have the legal right to sign. 

 



 

Nehemiah 10:1-27 

 

The law governing vows and oaths is found in Num. 30 and is 

introduced with these words: "When a man makes a vow to the 

Lord or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not 

break his word but must do everything he said" Since an oath 

involved the name and possible judgment of God, it was not to 

be taken lightly. Jesus warned against using empty oaths (Matt 

5:33-37; 23:16-22),  

 

 

Jesus said 

 

Matt 5:33-37 

"Again, you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall 

not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.'  34 But I 

say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's 

throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the great King.  36 Nor shall you swear by your 

head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.  37 But 

let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' For whatever is more than 

these is from the evil one.  

 

Should believers today bind themselves with oaths as they seek to 

walk with the Lord and serve Him? Probably not. 

 

Our relationship to the Lord is that of children to a father, and our 

father wants our obedience to be based on love. I don't know of 

any examples in the New Testament, of believers taking oaths of 

obedience to the Lord. Our obedience should be a joyful 

response to all that He has done for us in Christ (Col 3:1 ff). We 

don't succeed as Christians because we make promises to God, 



but because we believe the promises of God and act upon them. 

Oaths are often based on fear ("I had better do it or God will 

judge me!"), and fear is not the highest motivation for godly living, 

although it does play a part (2 Cor 7:1).  

 

 

It is good to take stock and say – by God’s grace I will do this from 

this time on. 

   

 

2 Cor 7:1 

Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse 

ourselves from everything that can defile our body or spirit. And let 

us work toward complete holiness because we fear God. 

 

• Maybe you have become lax in your walk with the Lord 

• -------------------- Allowed wrong attitudes to develop 

 

 

What did they promise to do? 

 

1. To be separate from the Gentile nations – Separation not 

Isolation. 

a. No intermarriage 

And Sabbath keeping 

 

Jesus was – very different from the world 

 

Heb. 7:26 



Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners NKJV – Yet so 

approachable  

 

Romans 12:2  

Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its mould. J.B. 

Phillips 

 

 

They could be good neighbours – trade with them be part of 

society but don’t be like them – remember, we are the people of 

God 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises 

of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light; 10 

who once were not a people but are now the people of God, 

who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

 

The worlds values are not God’s Kingdom values. 

 

• Morality – living together – the world says, what’s wrong with 

that, marriage is only a bit of paper!! 

 

Heb. 13:4 

Honour marriage and guard the sacredness of sexual intimacy 

between wife and husband. God draws a firm line against casual 

and illicit sex. TM God will judge. 

 

• Honesty –  

o Tell the truth 



o Don’t cheat the insurance company 

o Pay your debts 

 

• Don’t bear grudges 

o Be tender-hearted forgiving one another. You don’t 

need to forgive the innocent, but the guilty. 

 

• Do not slander anyone – or gossip 

o Casual or unconstrained conversation or reports about 
other people, typically involving details that are not 
confirmed as being true. 

 

• A blessing community 

Matt 5:44-46 

44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 

you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 

who spitefully use you and persecute you,  45 that you may 

be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 

the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 

the unjust.  NKJV 

 

• A loving Community 

Matt 5:46-48 

If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for 

that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you are 

kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone 

else? Even pagans do that. 48 But you are to be perfect, even 

as your Father in heaven is perfect.  

 

Matt 5:43-6:1 

 "You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and 

its unwritten companion, 'Hate your enemy.' 44 I'm challenging 

that. I'm telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the 

best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard 



time, respond with the energies of prayer, 45 for then you are 

working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is 

what God does. He gives his best — the sun to warm and the 

rain to nourish — to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, 

the nice and nasty. 46 If all you do is love the lovable, do you 

expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. 47 If you simply say 

hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-

of-the-mill sinner does that.  

 

48 "In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're kingdom 

subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live 

generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives 

toward you.  

  



 

QUESTIONS 

The Christian community is called to be different from the world 

and its values 

 

1. The people of Nehemiah’s day were affected by the word 

(they wept) 

a. What prevents us from applying Gods word personally? 

b. Give instances where you have felt compelled to 

change your attitude or behaviour because of what 

you read in the bible or heard. 

 

2. What is the difference between Separation and Isolation? 

 

3. Why is forgiveness a big issue for some people (give personal 

experience)  

 

4. Do you agree with the definition of gossip? 

a. Why is it so destructive in any community? 

b. What is the best way of dealing with? 

 

5. Discuss Matt. 5:43-6:1 

a. How can we help each other live like this? 
 

 

 


