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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS  
John 4:2 reveals that Jesus did not baptize with water, but it was His disciples who baptized people. Have 
you ever wondered why Jesus did not baptize? He clearly thought it important or He Himself would not 
have been baptized nor commanded all believers to submit to it. We see the answer in Luke 3:16: 
 

John [the Baptist] answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One 
mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 
Jesus did not baptize with water because He had a different baptism to give us. I will deal more with the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit in chapter 9. But here it is necessary to bring into focus the baptism that 
Jesus Himself came to bring us. Up to this point we have spoken mainly about baptism in water, but 
Jesus came to baptize us with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  
 
A BAPTISM OF HOLINESS  
Have you ever wondered by the Holy Spirit is called the “HOLY” Spirit? Why not the “powerful” Spirit? Or 
the “good” Spirit? Or some other adjective that would fit His miraculous, transformative power? In talking 
about the baptism with the Holy Spirit and with fire, it would be remiss to not talk about the holy nature of 
the Holy Spirit—or the “Spirit of Holiness.”  
 
Holiness is often misunderstood. It is many times thought of in terms of a God who is unreachable, angry, 
and so “holy” that He is ready to smash us to bits the moment we sin. So holiness becomes a word of 
terror for many people who imagine God to be both isolated from us and ready to commit us to an 
eternity in Hell.  
 
The term “holiness” also gets a bad rap from some people who, I am sure, are well meaning and sincere 
in their love for God. Instead of an attitude of humility, love, and patience, they carry an air of superiority, 
prudishness, or hyper-religiosity that turns up its nose at everything they happen to disapprove of. 
Unfortunately, both you and I have known people like this, but let me emphatically state that holiness has 
nothing to do with such attitudes or actions. That is pride! 
 
The continual act of the Holy Spirit aiding the recovery of God’s image in our lives is the picture of God’s 
holiness in action. Holiness has to do with completeness. In fact, the etymology of the English word” holy” 
is derived from the Old English halig which means “whole.” Simply put, holiness is everything that is 
good, healthy, and pure. Holiness has been defined by some as “the health of God.” Nothing that is 
whole—holy—is fractured, broken, profane, impure, or for common use. 
 
God Himself is holy. In both Isaiah 6 and Revelation 4 we are given a window into Heaven and the 
ongoing worship in the throne room of God. The creatures around the throne do not cease to proclaim 
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the essence of God’s character in their cries of adoration as they shout, “Holy, holy, holy!” God’s holiness 
is the source of life and the goodness and health He created it to be.  
 
In seeing the eternal throne room of God and the worship of His character of holiness, we first see the 
holiness of God revealed in Scripture through His goodness in creation.1 While God was creating the 
world, seven times He looked at His work and declared that it was “good.” The work of His Spirit, Word, 
and hands in creation reveal the good environment full of beauty and provision in which He placed 
humankind. 
 
His goodness is also revealed in His original intent with which He created humanity: He created us to 
participate with Him in every aspect of His life, work, and rulership, and to enjoy relationship one with 
another. God’s holiness is His character, and this holiness is expressed through His acts of goodness 
toward His creation and humanity. It is, and has always been, God’s intention to do good to you—because 
holy is who He is and goodness is what He does. He cannot do anything else but work goodness—even 
when we do not understand what God is doing. In fact, the prophet Jeremiah announced God’s 
judgment upon the people of Israel for their persistent, unrepentant idolatry. Their punishment was a 70- 
years long banishment from the land of Israel in Babylonia. Yet even in the midst of this severe 
punishment, God speaks to them saying, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). Even in punishment, 
God says that He is intending good for them! God’s severity is not to humiliate or demoralize people, but 
it is for the purpose of forging His character of holiness in us. God cannot work brokenness into people 
because His nature and character are holy, and His holiness is exemplified through wholeness, purity, 
and health. Anything that is unhealthy in us has to be transformed when brought into His holiness.  
 
Baptism into God’s holiness is the purpose of our salvation. We are not saved for the purpose of getting 
to Heaven. Those of us who have received Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and have repented of our 
sins will go to Heaven one day—but that is not the expressed reason for which we were saved. We were 
saved to recover all of God’s original purpose for our lives that was lost because of our rebellion. We are 
saved to be transformed again into the very image of God in which we were originally created but which 
was destroyed in us through sin. Romans 8:29 tells us this very thing: “For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son...” We were saved to come back into the holiness—
the wholeness and health—of God.  
 
HOLY FIRE AND DELIVERANCE  
The ministry of Moses is an archetype of the ministry of Jesus. Moses delivered the people from slavery 
as Christ delivered us from sin. The similarities of their lives and ministries are astonishing. There are 
some comparisons that need to be made in regards to the baptism of holy fire as God’s delivering power 
in our lives.  
 
The Hebrew word qodesh is the root word for holy. The first time this word appears is in Genesis 2:3 
where God makes the seventh and final day of creation holy. This sanctification represented the perfect  
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Creation, holy and at rest.2 After the fall of humanity into sin which unleashed the brokenness— 
unholiness—over the earth as a result, we see none of God’s holiness (qodesh) in Hebrew Scripture until 
Exodus 3:5 when God appears to Moses out of the burning bush. When Moses turns aside and comes 
near to see the wonder of a bush that is engulfed with flames yet not consumed by them, the Lord speaks 
to him saying, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand 
is holy ground.” The holiness of God was revealed to Moses out of the fire at the precise moment 
God appointed for the deliverance of His people from their bondage in Egypt.  
 
The revelation of God’s holiness is set against the story of a nation that is enslaved and living in 
everything less that what God created His people to be. Yet God’s holiness will manifest itself in 
goodness by coming to set His people free from the brokenness of their bondage. The manifestation of 
God’s holiness through His goodness comes in three different signs given to Moses. These three signs 
give deep insight into the power of God’s holy work in our lives.  
 
The first sign was the burning bush itself. The fire of God was the sign of the very real closeness of His 
presence. God draws near to the oppressed and His presence has the power to deliver from bondage. 
The burning bush is the sign that deliverance has come.  
 
The second and third signs given to Moses were for those elders of Israel who would not believe God 
had actually sent Moses. These signs were to help the elders believe, but they were far from simply magic 
tricks—they were a symbol of what God intended to do with the people He was about to save. For the 
second sign, God commanded Moses to throw down his staff so it would become a serpent. I don’t know 
about you, but if I saw that, I would have run the other way—snakes freak me out! But God commanded 
Moses to grab the snake by the tail, and when he did, the snake turned back into a staff. 
  
Throughout Scripture, the snake is an obvious reference to satanic powers. Moses was about to go to 
Egypt where an evil king who served demon idols was oppressing God’s people. This sign of the snake is 
of God granting authority over ruling, malevolent powers. God’s holiness has come to break every 
impure, ungodly, enslaving power of hell over our lives and to give us the authority to live in freedom. It is 
for this expressed purpose Jesus came. 1 John 3:8 tells us “...For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” When Jesus sent His disciples out to minister 
the Gospel of the Kingdom, He told them, “I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19).  
 
For the third sign, God told Moses to put his hand in his robe. Upon doing so, Moses’ hand became white 
with leprosy. When instructed to put his hand back in his robe, the hand was made clean. What an 
amazing picture of God’s holiness! God has come to take people who are infected with the stink of death 
and sin, and make them fully clean! The holiness of God’s character and the subsequent manifestation of 
His goodness brought the people close to His presence, delivered them from demonic bondage, and 
cleansed them for the Lord’s use.  
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We see the similarity of God’s holiness and goodness at work in Jesus’ ministry. If I were asked to 
describe Jesus’ earthly ministry, I would most likely describe it as powerful, delivering, Spirit-filled, or 
miraculous. Yet in Acts 10:38, the Apostle Peter describes it somewhat differently: “God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” Did you get that? Jesus’ miraculous ministry of 
deliverance is described as “doing good!”  
 
During Jesus’ ministry, He encountered the unholy, unclean brokenness of humanity in all of its filth. 
Jesus, in the first few chapters of Mark’s gospel, encountered an unclean, demonic spirit, a man with 
leprosy, (an unclean skin disease), a woman with a flow of blood, (an unclean discharge), and a dead girl 
(death being the most unclean of all according to the Law of Moses). In each and every case, Jesus, the 
Man who was filled with the Spirit of God’s Holiness, does not become unclean through His contact with 
these people, rather these people become clean through contact with His holiness!3 As a matter of fact, 
Peter, in Acts 10:38, describes Jesus’ ministry, “...how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil...” Holy is 
God’s character, and that character is manifest through His acts of goodness in delivering people from 
their bondage and uncleanness. Later, Jesus, in Mark 16:15-18, turns around and tells His disciples to go 
and do the exact same thing for others:  
 

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He 
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover.” 

 
Holiness is embedded in the very essence and works of God. We see in Moses, and the Apostles, that 
upon their encounters with the holiness of God’s Spirit, His power is released to them for works of 
power and redemption that begin to move unclean/unholy and bound people back toward what 
God’s intention for them always was. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is the outworking of God’s 
holiness for the restoration of people. Repentance enacts salvation, but holiness is salvation in action!  
 
A BAPTISM OF HOLY FIRE  
Just as there is a misconception concerning the holiness of God, there is an equal misconception 
regarding the baptism Jesus gives with fire. Baptism with fire is commonly understood to be the same as 
the baptism with the Holy Spirit, which is God’s supernatural power for ministry. However, fire in the 
Scriptures is not a symbol of God’s power but rather of His holiness.  
 
The first time fire is mentioned in the Bible is in the context of God destroying Sodom and Gomorrah, two 
cities that had become morally depraved and vile in every sense of the word. Throughout the Scriptures, 
fire is used by God to burn up sacrifices and to do away with evil, falsehood, and fruitlessness 
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in God’s people. Several times the Bible describes God’s response to sin and rebellion as His anger 
being kindled. There is also eternal hell fire awaiting those who will not repent of their sins. Deuteronomy 
4:24, which is repeated in Hebrews 12:29, says, “For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous 
God.”  
 
God originally revealed His holiness through His goodness. How is it, then, that so often God’s holiness is 
so often revealed through fire? How are the fires of Sodom and Gomorrah or the fires of hell good? How 
could the God, who is a “consuming fire,” be good? Yet, these are not the only times God reveals His 
holiness in fire.  
 
God revealed His fire in the burning bush to Moses, in the pillar of cloud and fire to lead His people after 
their deliverance from Egypt, on Mt. Sinai when He established Israel as His covenant people, in Malachi’s 
prophecy of the refining work of the Messiah, and in the tongues of fire that came upon believers at 
coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  
 
If we carefully examine how God uses fire to reveal Himself in holiness, we will see that His fire is 
principally used for two purposes: to devour or to deliver. The fire of God’s holiness is the result of our 
sin—not of God’s anger. Since God’s holiness is His health, purity, and wholeness, then anything that is not 
within His character is going to meet with His fire. In other words, since God is pure and we are stained 
with sin, there is going to be a consequence. Since God is whole and we are broken, there is going to be 
a reaction.  
 
The image of fire is employed because fire can consume anything and everything—God’s fire even 
consumed the water poured over the prophet Elijah’s sacrifice! Proverbs 30:16 tells us that fire is never 
satiated—it will burn until there is nothing left to burn. Wherever there exists something in God’s good 
creation that does not reflect His goodness or holiness, it is out of line with God’s natural order. Disaster, 
sickness, evil, hatred, idolatry, immorality, relational dysfunction, emotional and mental disorders, and 
death are all outside the created order of God’s holiness. And yet, we consider that all the brokenness of 
life we have experienced is normal. We say things like, “That’s life,” or “Qué será será.” But what we 
experience is actually abnormal—it was never meant to be this way. God’s fire burns away the 
abnormalities of sin and death to bring everything back in line with His original order.  
 
God’s fire devours or delivers—but His fire is the result of the contact holiness has with brokenness. God’s 
fire will devour the brokenness and sin of every person on earth. Whether the fire devours a person or 
delivers him/her; punishes or purifies him/her, depends on each person’s response to God’s holiness and 
salvation in Jesus Christ. If we repent of our sins, God’s fire will purify our lives, consume the brokenness 
and sin, and restore His order in our lives. If we refuse Him and tenaciously hold on to our sin, then the 
fire of hell awaits, not because God hates people, but because sin must be consumed and those who 
hold to it will be consumed along with it.  
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John the Baptist said that Jesus will baptize us with the Holy Spirit and fire. Listen to how The Message 
translates these words in Luke 3:16-17:  
 

“I’m baptizing you here in the river. The main character in this drama, to whom I’m a 
mere stagehand, will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, changing 
you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives; 
place everything true in its proper place before God; everything false he’ll put out with 
the trash to be burned.”4 

 
SET APART  
The Tabernacle, and later the Temple, that was built for the dwelling place of God among His people, 
was a place of complete holiness. Every part of the Tabernacle was to be sanctified with the blood of a 
sacrifice to eradicate any impurity or unholiness that might have touched it. This was to be the place 
where the holy God would be able to dwell with an unholy people. The priests themselves, their 
garments, and all the specialized tools used for ministry in the Tabernacle were made holy for their 
dedicated use. In its essence and function, the Tabernacle was the place of total holiness where God’s 
holy presence could find a place to be with His people.  
 
In Ezekiel 43:12, God gives the prophet a vision of the new Temple that is going to be built and He says, 
“And this is the basic law of the Temple: absolute holiness!” (NLT). In this we see yet another aspect of 
God’s holiness: someone or something that is set apart for specific use by God. In 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 
6:19, twice we are told that we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit. We, then, are to live in absolute 
holiness. We are to live set apart for God’s specific purposes.  
 
BAPTISM AND THE CRUCIBLE  
The baptism with fire is the crucible in which God forges His people. The process of God’s holiness is 
making us more like Him everyday—making our hearts an acceptable Temple for His Spirit to dwell in. Yet 
in John the Baptist’s words, and in the results of Jesus’ baptism through which the Holy Spirit endued 
Him with power, the baptism Jesus pours out on us indicates both the filling with supernatural power as 
well as the fire of the purification of the soul; the crucible in which God forges the heart and character of 
His people.  
 
The baptism with the power of the Holy Spirit for supernatural ministry was not meant to be the zenith of 
our faith. It is not a gold medal of something we have achieved or to be boasted in as if God smiles upon 
us a little bit more than He does on other believers. Baptism with the Holy Spirit’s power is a tool to be 
used to live as Jesus lived and to minister beyond our natural capacities, just as He ministered. There are 
many who focus on the momentary manifestations of power. However, the zenith of our faith is not in 
power, nor is the greatest miracle in the electrifying experience of an encounter with God—these things 
are God’s means to the end of His holiness being formed in us. The greatest and most difficult miracle is 
in the transformation of a deformed soul into a Christ-like person.  
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Samson is a prime example of a man with charisma without the character; doing miracles without being 
like God. Arguably the most famous of Israel’s Judges, Samson was endued with supernatural physical 
abilities. If ever there was a formidable man of God to whom one could point to the specific, 
overpowering, charismatic works of miracle power...it was Samson. But Samson also ran after prostitutes 
and continually disobeyed God’s commands. He was powerful and did amazing things, but at the end of 
the day, he was self-indulgent, undisciplined, and disobedient, and his works died along with him.  
 
Jesus Himself speaks to the issue of power without character and obedience in Matthew 7:21-23:  
 

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 
wonders in Your name?” And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness!” 

 
The proof of a Christ-like life is not in the works of power, it is in obedience to the Lord in all things. 
Charismatic ministry without the fire-forged character of God’s holiness makes for an immature and 
shallow ministry. I prefer a mature, discipled, disciplined person over one who simply works a miracle.  
 
I will never forget the time I led worship at a conference for children’s workers. I was a children’s pastor at 
my church, and our church gave a special, one-day seminar for people who ministered to children. 
During the closing session, we had a time of ministry, and there were several pastors who were prepared 
to pray with and for people. There was one lady praying, and everyone this woman prayed for fell down 
to the ground. I was close enough to see what was really happening. She was pushing people over and 
grabbing and twisting their arms to “help” them fall down.  
 
I was incensed. Not only was I upset at such manipulative, fleshly ministry practices, but also that the line 
of people waiting for her to pray for them was by far the longest. Sincere people who desperately wanted 
a touch from Father God were lining up to be prayed for by an immature person. I do not doubt her or 
anyone else’s sincerity in their love for Jesus, but I do doubt the maturity of the ministry. When the focus 
is all about the manifestation of the Spirit, the deeper character of the Spirit is often overlooked.  
 
The baptism with fire is the process of refining and purifying that forms God’s character in us. In His 
baptism, Jesus received the power of the Holy Spirit for miraculous, charismatic ministry. Yet we also see 
the forging of Jesus’ character. Luke 2:51 tells us that Jesus was obedient to His parents. Hebrews 5:8 
further describes Jesus’ formation, “He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.” Even after 
receiving power from the Holy Spirit at His baptism, Jesus did not immediately begin to function in this 
power. Rather, the Holy Spirit took Him out into the desert for forty days to be tested by the devil.  
 
Jesus Himself, filled with power, still had to go through the crucible of character formation. God was 
interested not in simply a man who could perform the miraculous, but One whom He could trust to be 
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obedient and represent His character to the world. Yet in Jesus’ own words, He declares that “He who has 
seen Me has seen the Father...Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me 
for the sake of the works themselves.” (John 14:9 and 11). Jesus makes reference to, and hence, a 
convergence of both the character of the Father in Him and the charisma (miracles) that was worked 
through Him. God wants both from His people. 
  
BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS  
As we are baptized into the Name of Jesus (remember we are to be baptized in the Name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit), we are sharing in the dimension of life and authority of who Jesus is and 
what He provides to His people. The reason for our salvation is not simply to go to heaven, but to reclaim 
in Jesus Christ all of God’s purpose and authority that was lost due to sin’s slavery over our lives. As we 
are baptized, we begin to live into the full power of His name.  
 
Acts chapter three recounts the first miracle of healing in the Early Church. Peter and John entered the 
Temple when they saw a man begging by the entrance who had been lame for more than forty years. The 
man expected to receive some money from the two Apostles. But instead Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, 
said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” The miracle provided an opportunity for Peter to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the Temple compound and many were saved.  
 
Faith in the Name of Jesus is what allows us to walk in such spiritual authority. During Peter’s preaching, 
in Acts 3:16 he says these words, “And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness 
in the presence of you all.”  
 
The power and authority in the Name of Jesus is due to His victory over satan on the Cross. In His death 
and resurrection—which we take part of in baptism—Jesus secured for all of humanity the very purposes of 
God for our lives which had been lost. Now, baptized in His Name, with faith and the Holy Spirit, we go 
forward in the same power and authority in which Jesus Himself functioned. Take a moment to read 
through these few Scriptures which outline the power and authority of the Name of Jesus:  
 

Colossians 2:13-15, “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 
having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was 
contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having 
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them in it [the cross].” 
 
Philippians 2:8-11, “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God 
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also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 
earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 
Acts 4:12, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 
Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if 
they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover.” 
 
Matthew 28:18-19, “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Baptism in the Name of Jesus calibrates our spiritual life to live at the dimensions of life and power that 
Jesus’ Name provides. Baptism and faith in the Name of Jesus brings us into all the spiritual benefits God 
affords us through salvation. As a matter of fact, Romans 8:16-17 tells us that as God’s children, we are 
co-heirs with Jesus! Everything He is and has is readily available to us. Jesus’ Name is healing. We see it 
clearly in this story: faith in the Name of Jesus made this man whole. The Name of Jesus opens the door 
to spiritual authority and the full recovery of the dominion and governance we were created to possess 
from the very beginning.  
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