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Calibrate 1.0 

A brief Calibrate teaching may have the ability to give specifics of a topic, but doesn’t afford the 
luxury of time to give a breadth of examples or biblical case studies. The following are several stories 
in the Bible that specifically illustrate how people have lived a surrendered life.  

Please take some time during your Activation Exercises in the next days or weeks to read through 
some of these accounts and see how a surrendered life is exampled in each.  

• PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
Matthew 13:3–23 – understanding (a “changed mind”) is a key; in v.19, if one hears but doesn’t 
understand, the seed does not germinate, and in v.23, the good soil is the person who hears and 
understands, which results in abundant fruit. 

 

• PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON 
Luke 15:11–32 – the wayward son “came to his senses” (v.17 NASB), recognizing his pitiful state 
and the goodness of his father’s household, and moved to action in a direction opposite of what 
it was in the past (vv.18–20). 

 

• WOMAN AT THE WELL 
John 4:5–42 – Jesus engaged the woman in a process of understanding through revelation (v.10 
NIV, “if you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him 
and he would have given you living water”, and all the way to v.26 NIV, “I, the one speaking to 
you—I am He [the Messiah].”  She understood the invitation to have living water, and her sin 
became evident (an illicit current relationship, preceded by serial marriages), and she then 
trusted Christ (“believed”). 

 

• DAY OF PENTECOST 
Acts 2:14–42 – Peter preached of God’s good plan and their sin (including crucifying Jesus, v.36), 
and they were “cut to the heart” (changed mind) and asked what to do (repent and be baptized; 
v.38), which they did (fruit). 

 

• PARABLE OF BUILDING ON THE ROCK 
Matthew 7:24–27 – the wise man is the one who “hears these sayings of mine” (changed mind 
and understanding) and “does them” (fruit). 

 

• John 5:24 - “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”  
There is the hearing (changed mind and revelation), and trusting. 


