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Session 8 
“Stewardship – Generosity”
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Generosity is part of our stewardship… 
…but it is the cream on the top. 

It’s the level beyond just “managing” to the point of looking for ways  
to go beyond and use what God has blessed us with to “bless others”
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We return the tithe—it’s God’s in the first place  
We give beyond the tithe—it’s ours to manage to fulfill His purposes
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How do we live with a spirit of generosity? 



Loving God ï ServIng People ï Changing LIves

The quality of being kind, understanding, and not selfish;  
the quality of being generous; especially: willingness to  

give money and other valuable things to others 
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Isaiah 32:5–8 
5 The foolish person will no longer be called generous,  

Nor the miser said to be bountiful; 
6 For the foolish person will speak foolishness,  

And his heart will work iniquity:  
To practice ungodliness,  

To utter error against the Lord,  
To keep the hungry unsatisfied,  

And he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail. 
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Isaiah 32:5–8 

7 Also the schemes of the schemer are evil;  
He devises wicked plans 

To destroy the poor with lying words, 
Even when the needy speaks justice. 

8 But a generous man devises generous things,  
And by generosity he shall stand. 
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“Generous” is a word that literally means “noble-minded” 
  

The root of this word denotes that a person is uncompelled  
by outside forces, but instead is free to move according to  

his will in order to accomplish divine service or sacrifice
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foolishness is in contrast to generosity when it says,  
v.5 “the foolish person will no longer be called generous”
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Psalm 51:10–12 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
      And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence,  
      And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,  
      And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 
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“If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will  
help straighten out almost every other area in his life.”  

                                                                                                      Billy Graham
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John 12:1–8 

1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 

2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one 
of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very 
costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with 

her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.
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John 12:1–8 

4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, 
said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given 
to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he 
was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. 

7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 
8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.” 
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A clear contrast between two different hearts 
  

 One is a heart that is generous—even extravagant  

The other is a heart that is selfish 
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What Mary was doing was showing an extravagant  
expression of her love toward Jesus. He meant  

more to her than any earthly possession she had



Loving God ï ServIng People ï Changing LIves

“the sure cure for greed is giving”
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If Judas was one who struggled with handling  
money honestly why was he carrying the money box?
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The Lord was not setting him up for failure,  
but setting him up for his freedom
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There are resources put in our hands that God is waiting  
to see how we will generously live with them
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