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Session 9 
“STEWARDSHIP and MEMBERSHIP”
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The “Doctrine of Stewardship” requires  
a good biblical understanding
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If we look at stewardship only as giving  
—without a full-orbed perspective— 

we’ll end up considering that it’s really only about that  
which “leaves” your hands, rather than dealing  

with “everything that’s one responsibility to control” 
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If we look at stewardship only as giving  
—without a full-orbed perspective— 

we’ll end up considering that it’s really only about that  
which “leaves” your hands, rather than dealing  

with “everything that’s one responsibility to control” 

If that were the case then it would be about what God  
wants FROM you not what God’s ENTRUSTED TO you
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Stewardship really is about everything in which  
God has given us authority to oversee on His behalf
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Genesis 1&2 — “subdue” means:  
“to manage something that is going to try to oppose him”
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God let man know that he would need to  
take control of all that he was responsible for  

or else it would take control of him
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The very root of the doctrine of stewardship  
ULTIMATELY has to do with  

“aligning man’s relationship with God” 

With Him as owner, and us as managers
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“oikonomos” — compound word  
combining both “law” and “house”
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“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 
                                                                                                               Genesis 1:1
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“Then God blessed them, and God said to them,  
“Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have  

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,  
and over every living thing that moves on the earth”  

                                                                                                  Genesis 1:28



Loving God • ServIng People • Changing LIves

This word used for “bless” is found in the OT over 400 times.  
It means “to endue with power for success, prosperity, and longevity”
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The word translated as “subdue” indicates man needs  
to take control of it—to manage something that’s going  
to try to oppose him—man’s stewardship of the earth  

will require him to bring it into alignment
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“The Lord God took the man and put him in  
the garden of Eden to tend and keep it”  

                                                                    Genesis 2:15
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The ultimate key to proper stewardship is to have  
our life in alignment with God’s purpose and intent for us 

  
We need to continue serving under His leadership  

and managing everything of His resources so they’ll  
accomplish what would benefit His plan
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We’ll never truly give God our heart  
if we won’t trust Him with money
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Matthew 19:16–22 
16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,  

what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one  

is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter  
into life, keep the commandments.” 

18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” 
Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit  

adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false  
witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and,  

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”
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Matthew 19:16–22 

20 The young man said to Him, “All these things  
I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell  
what you have and give to the poor, and you will  
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 

22 But when the young man heard that saying, he  
went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 



Loving God • ServIng People • Changing LIves

Trusting God with our money is a big issue 
•  If we want to understand stewardship the way we ought to,  
•  if we want to understand faith the way we ought to,  
•  if we want to understand submission the way we ought to,  
•  if we want to understand trust the way we ought to,  
    

...how we handle money is at the root of it
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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 
                                                                                                        Matthew 6:21
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We find it easier to say to the Lord we’ll  
give Him our heart and trust Him with our eternal soul,  

than it is to truly trust Him with our money
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Malachi 3:8–12 

8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! 
But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’  

In tithes and offerings. 
9 You are cursed with a curse,  

For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. 
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,  

That there may be food in My house,  
And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts,  
“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven
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Malachi 3:8–12 

And pour out for you such blessing  
That there will not be room enough to receive it. 
11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,  

So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, 
Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” 

Says the Lord of hosts; 
12 “And all nations will call you blessed,  

For you will be a delightful land,” Says the Lord of hosts. 
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“tithe” = a tenth



Loving God • ServIng People • Changing LIves

vv.10,11 
I will open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you  
such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it. 

I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit 
of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” 

“And all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,”
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There is great promise in our faithfulness with our tithes 

The issue is that God has given us stewardship of  
resources—He’s the Creator of all things and He’s  

invited you and me to manage the resources He’s given  
to us—but He asks us to return the first tenth to Him
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