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Session 6
“GRACE, and the VALUE of YOUR TESTIMONY”
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Grace is an oft-utilized word, 
and even more commonly misunderstood
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For whom is grace available?

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
                                                                                                                Revelation 22:21
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We live in a world that will either become 
more licentious, or more legalistic

Legalistic – meaning they will require a set of standards to prove 
grace in someone’s life—always looking for “sin in the camp”

Licentious – meaning they will exercise grace as an excuse to 
live however they want—saying a loving God will 

always come through in the end. 
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These two approaches leave us with just two choices:

Simply ignore the guilt we feel and think of sin as a 
persistent nuisance in our lives that we must live with, or

Scramble to work back into God’s grace until we no longer feel guilty. 

Legalism leads to works-based salvation, 
and Licentiousness leaves us overwhelmed by sinfulness
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What is grace?
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What is grace?
“unmerited favor” or compassion that’s given freely
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“Grace” is often misconstrued with the word “mercy” 
or in many cases the words would be used synonymously

Mercy is “not” receiving something you clearly deserve 

Grace is when we “do” receive something we don’t deserve
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Grace, as shown to us by God, comes as a 
free gift, because none of us deserve it

So eternal life is a free gift from God… 
…that’s a picture of His grace toward us
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Another way to describe grace is to consider it to be 
the endowment of power that you need for a particular time
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“And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most 
gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for 

Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
                                                                              2 Corinthians 12:9,10
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The Inward Working of Grace  
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Grace, as God shows it to us, 
is worked both inwardly and outwardly

The inward working of grace has to do with 
what it accomplishes in us
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Our salvation is a result of grace
 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

not of works, lest anyone should boast” 
                                                                  Ephesians 2:8,9
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Grace is the action of God that initiated our salvation
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Jesus was “full of grace”

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth”

                                                                                  John 1:14
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The Outward Working of Grace  
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All true inward transformations in us will have outward expressions 

When something has been accomplished in us, 
it will have an affect on how we live and what we do

“Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, 
performed great wonders and signs among the people.” 

                                                                                             Acts 6:8 NIV
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The effects of grace on our lives are tangible, and 
can be seen in us by others—and seen in others by us
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“ 19 Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the

word to no one but the Jews only. 20 But some of them were men from
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the

Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with
them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.
22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem,

and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and
had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with

purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. 24 For he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added

to the Lord.” Acts 11:19–24
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Almost all of the letters that Paul wrote to churches 
we see him speaking Grace over people as a blessing

“Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”

                                                      Romans 1:7
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The Value of Your Testimony
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“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, and they 

did not love their lives to the death” 
                                                       Revelation 12:11
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Tips for writing out your testimony
•        Briefly Explain the Problem – Sin 
•        The Solution is Jesus Christ
•        Don’t use Church Words
•        Stay On Point
•        Be Honest
•        Give Specific Examples
•        Share where you are Right Now
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