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Session 5
“WATER BAPTISM and HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM”
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PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY:

Why water baptism is essential in the 
lives of a believer, and therefore why each believer 

must follow through with that action
and...

What Holy Spirit baptism is about, who it’s 
intended for, and how believers are to pursue it



Loving God • ServIng People • Changing LIves

Matthew 3:13–17

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be

baptized by him. 14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to
be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?”
15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed
Him.
16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.
17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
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    In the text we see four things happening for/in/to Jesus:

•        FULFILLMENT – He “fulfilled all righteousness” 
•        ACCESS – the heavens were opened to Him
•        IDENTIFICATION – God’s voice of affirmation and pleasure 
•        EMPOWERMENT – the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus
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FULFILLMENT — Permit it to be so

v.15 “…it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
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Jesus was fully God—but didn’t live out of His divinity
Jesus was fully man—His own will, desires, and temptations

Jesus, in His humanity, actively and willfully 
submitted Himself to the will of His Father with 
complete obedience and acceptance of that will
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It was “right” that Jesus do this

That is an example for each of us. 
•        Act of obedience, submission, and acceptance

We’re commanded to be baptized by Jesus Himself 

“...make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19
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Fulfilling this mandate indicates we’re:

•  Obeying the will of God 
•  Submitting our lives to Him in all areas
•  Accepting the “rightness” of living in His ways
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ACCESS — The heavens opened

v.16 “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately 

from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him”
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As the heavens were opened to Jesus, it was 
access to a deeper understanding and opening of 

the spiritual realm, which “the man Jesus” did not have

Jesus depended on God for clear understanding 
and growth in His humanity, just as you and I do
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Baptism opens up ACCESS to: 

•        new possibilities for a deeper relationship with God
•        new understanding of the spiritual realm and of God’s Kingdom
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Baptism, the physical symbol of a present spiritual reality...

It’s the image of a new life that is given to us.

We’re leaving the old life and the kingdom of sin and death, 
and entering into a new life and a new Kingdom
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The great symbolism of baptism—death and resurrection

We’re identifying with Jesus’ death as we go under the water
We’re identifying with Jesus’ resurrection as we rise from the waters

v.3 “...as many of us as were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

v.5 “For if we have been united together in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall 

be in the likeness of His resurrection”
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“If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation!”

                                             2 Corinthians 5:17
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IDENTIFICATION — Affirmation of relationship

v.17 “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased”
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When we come to God in salvation, we’re accepted as His children

“As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, to those who believe in His name” John 1:12

“We were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body

…the body is not made up of one part but of many.” 1 Corinthians 12:13
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As God affirmed and identified Jesus as His own at His baptism

Baptism is not only an identification of God with us, 
but its also an identification of us with God—this 
is a public declaration of our acceptance of Him
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EMPOWERMENT — The Holy Spirit descends

v.16 “He saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and alighting upon Him.”
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Jesus was human— empowered when He was filled with the Holy Spirit

Jesus didn’t use His divine power to work miracles and minister

Jesus, as a man, depended on the power of 
the Holy Spirit in His life to do the things He did
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With the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
we can do the things Jesus did

“Greater works than these will you do…” John 14:12
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“And these signs will follow those who believe: 
In My name they will cast out demons; they will 

speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; 
and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 

them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover” 

                                                                Mark 16:17,18
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“...wait for the Promise of the Father...you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” 

                                                             Acts 1:4b,5b
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There’s more that the Holy Sprit has for each of us as believers

“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” 
                                                                                                                   Acts 1:8
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When you’re saved you receive the Holy Spirit...
...that’s to say the Holy Spirit come and lives within the heart of a believer

This was the regeneration or spiritual rebirth of the disciples

“And with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” 

                                                                                       John 20:22 NIV
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The events that took place later on 
the day of Pentecost transformed the disciples 

as they were all baptized in the Holy Spirit

What happened to them not only changed their lives, 
but the power of God began to influence the world through them!
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“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all 

with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the 

whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
                                                                                                           Acts 2:1–4
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The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is 
a work of God’s grace after salvation 
that brings the power of God to work 

within the life of the believer
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“Every believer has the Holy Spirit, but 
the Holy Spirit does not have every believer”
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With the baptism with the Holy Spirit the Spirit 
becomes not just resident but moves with 

authority and power to transform their way of living
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The Holy Spirit empowers us to live life as it was intended
to be lived, but in a fashion that had been forfeited 

in the garden when Adam and Eve sinned
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The first gift that’s available to any of us 
is the same gift we see demonstrated in Acts 2 

when the Holy Spirit is first poured out on the church
—the gift of Tongues—

which aids the believer in living a life with 
direct communication with our heavenly Father
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