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Welcome! 
We are excited you are interested in becoming a 
member of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship. 
Church Membership brings special responsibilities 
and special privileges. Our desire is in these next 
few classes we can help you understand a biblical 
picture of what it means to be a part of a local 
church.

We always want to stress that you are welcome to 
attend Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship as long 
as you want without joining the church, and you 
always will be warmly welcomed.

INTRODUCTION: WHY WE HAVE A 
MEMBERSHIP CLASS

First of all, we want you to feel at home and know 
as much as you can about your new church home.

Secondly, we want to pass along the unique values 
and vision of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship 
to you and future generations of members.

Finally, and most importantly, we believe the 
Scripture places high value on the Christian being 
an active part of the local church. Therefore, we 
want to convey the high expectation of member-
ship for our members. But we are careful not to 
place any expectation on our members beyond the 
Scripture. We expect members to simply attempt 
to fulfill the biblical commands of membership.

PART ONE: THE CHURCH
THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

In modern English, the word “church” has come to 
mean, “a building where Christians worship.” But 
that is far from the original meaning of the word 
“church.” In fact, church buildings were not used 
until about 300 years after Jesus rose from the 
grave!

In the New Testament, the Greek word ekklesia is 
most often translated “church.” Ekklesia literally 
means “called out together,” and conveys the idea 

of a “congregation” or “assembly.” In the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, the 
Septuagent, this word is most often used for the 
gathering of God’s people. We see, therefore, that  
the word ekklesia refers to the congregation of 
God’s people in both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament.

In Titus 2:14, Paul writes that Jesus, 
“gave himself for us to redeem us from all

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for 
his own possession who are zealous for good 

works.” 

Before the foundation of the world, God has been 
working to achieve this goal--a people for his own 
possession. That people is the Universal Church.

All 

THE LOCAL CHURCH
Almost every time the word “church” appears in 
the New Testament, it is referring to a local 
gathering of believers – not to the universal 
church. In fact, most of the letters in the New 
Testament were written to specific local churches; 
gatherings of God’s people in different cities in 
modern day Asia and Europe. 

Wherever the apostles preached the Gospel, they 
organized believers into churches.  A Christian 
living detached from the local church is a concept 
foreign to Scripture. After Paul preached the 
Gospel on his first missionary journey, we find this 
in Acts 14:21-23:

After they had preached the gospel to that city 
and had made many disciples, they returned to 
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Universal Church.  “The New 

Testament speaks of the church as . . 
. all the redeemed of all the ages, 

believers from every tribe, and 
tongue, and people, and nation,”

(BF&M, 2000, VI)
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Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,   
strengthening the souls of the disciples, 

encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 
saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter 
the kingdom of God.” When they had appointed 
elders for them in every church, having prayed 

with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.

The local church, therefore, is a tangible, visible 
expression of the universal church. Christ 
Reformed Baptist Fellowship is a tangible, visible 
expression of the universal Church that extends 
from the very first redeemed person to the last.

MARKS OF A HEALTHY CHURCH
To understand what a biblical church looks like,   
we have found Mark Dever’s Nine Marks of Biblical 
Church to be a helpful guide. Here are his Nine 
Marks and comments:

1. Expositional Preaching
This is preaching which expounds what Scripture 
says in a particular passage, carefully explaining its 
meaning and applying it to the 
congregation. It is a commitment 
to hearing God’s Word and to 
recovering the centrality of the 
Scripture in our worship.

2. Biblical Theology
Paul charges Titus to “teach what 
is in accord with sound doctrine” 
(Titus 2:1). Biblical theology is a 
commitment to know the God of 
the Bible as He has revealed 
Himself in Scripture.

3. Biblical Understanding of the Good News
The gospel is the heart of Christianity. But the 
good news is not that God wants to meet people’s 
felt needs or help them develop a better self-
image. We have sinfully rebelled against our 
Creator and Judge. Yet He has graciously sent His 
Son to die the death we deserved for our sin, and 
He has credited Christ’s righteousness to those who 
repent of their sins and believe in Jesus’death and 
resurrection. That is the Good News.

4. Biblical Understanding of Conversion
The spiritual change each person needs is so 
radical, so near the root of us, that only God can 
do it. We need God to convert us. Conversion need 

not be an emotionally heated experience, but it 
must evidence itself in godly fruit if it is to be 
what the Bible regards as a true conversion.

5. Biblical Understanding of Evangelism
How someone shares the gospel is closely related 
to how he understands the gospel. To present it as 
an additive that gives non-Christians something 
they naturally want (i.e. joy or peace) is to 
present a half-truth, which elicits false con-
versions. The whole truth is that our deepest need 
is spiritual life, and that new life only comes by 
repenting of our sins and believing in Jesus. We 
present the gospel openly, and leave the 
converting to God.

6. Biblical Understanding of Membership
Membership should reflect a living commitment to 
a local church in attendance, giving, prayer, and 
service; otherwise it is meaningless, worthless, and 
even dangerous. We should not allow people to 
keep their membership in our churches for 
sentimental reasons or lack of attention. To be a 
member is knowingly to be traveling together as

aliens and strangers in this world as we head to our 
heavenly home.

7. Biblical Church Discipline
Church discipline gives parameters to church member-
ship. The idea seems negative to people today. But each 
local church actually has a biblical responsibility to love 
each other enough to follow the biblical pattern of 
correcting the life and teaching of its leaders and 
members for the good of the individual, congre-
gation, and the church’s witness to the gospel.

8. Promotion of Christian Discipleship and 
Growth
A pervasive concern with church growth exists 
today with growing numbers through any means 
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necessary. Though many Christians measure other 
things, the only certain observable sign of growth 
is a life of increasing Christ-likeness (holiness). 
These concepts are nearly extinct in the modern 
church. Recovering true discipleship for today 
would build the church and promote a clearer 
witness to the world.

9. Biblical Understanding of Leadership
The Scripture is clear that there should be a 
plurality of elders in each local church. This
plurality of elders is not only biblical, but practical 
as it has the immense benefit of rounding out the 
pastoral gifts to ensure the proper shepherding of 
God’s church.

10. Faithful Administration of the 
Ordinances
I would add one more to Dever’s List: a biblical 
church faithfully and regularly administers the 
ordinances which Christ gave to the Church. 

WHY LOCAL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?

Church membership is a covenant relationship 
between believers who pledge to bind together for 
the advancement of the Gospel, to walk together 
for the good of their souls, and the worship and 
glory of God.

Is church membership a biblical idea or a modern 
invention? I think Mark Dever is correct when he 
writes in Nine Marks of a Healthy Church:

“Membership in a local church is not an 
antiquated, outdated, unnecessary add-on to true 

membership in the universal body of Christ; 
membership in a local church is intended as a 
testimony to our membership in the universal 

church. Church membership does not save, but it is 
a reflection of salvation. And if there is no 

reflection of our salvation, how can we be sure 
that we are truly saved? As John explains, ‘If 

anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, 
he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, 

whom he has not seen’ (1 John 4:20).

RESPONSIBILITIES OF CRBF MEMBERS
It has been said that there is a high cost to low 
expectations. In a day of “meaningless member- 
ship” among churches, we strive to be different. 
But we will not put on our membership man-made 
ideas. We will encourage each other to simply 

uphold the biblical standard of church member-
ship.

1. We are to meet together regularly for 
our own good and for the good of other 
Christians.

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away 

from the living 
God. But 

exhort one 
another every 
day, as long as 

it is called 
“today,” that 
none of you 

may be 
hardened by 

the 
deceitfulness 

of sin.
(Heb. 3:12-13)

And let us 
consider how 

to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing near.           
(Heb. 10:24-25)

2. We are to use our spiritual gifts to help 
the other members of the body grow into 
the image of Christ.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. For as in one body we

have many members, and the members do not all 
have the same function, so we, though many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually members one 
of another. Having gifts that differ according to 

the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
in proportion to our faith; if service, in our 

serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the 
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 

cheerfulness. (Rom. 12:3-8)
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And He gave some as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of service, to the building up 
of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of 

the stature which belongs to the fullness of 
Christ. (Eph. 4:11-13)

3. We are to be good stewards of our time, 
talents, treasure, and Truth.

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him 
who called you by the grace of Christ, for a 

different gospel; which is really not another; only 
there are some who are disturbing you and want 
to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or 

an angel from heaven, should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, 
he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I 

sayagain now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 

accursed! (Gal. 1:6-9)

On the first day of every week each one of you is 
to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that 

no collections be made when I come. 
(1 Cor. 16:2)

Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise 
men but as wise, making the most of your time, 

because the days are evil. So then do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is. (Eph. 5:15-17)

4. We are to love other Christians with 
actions, not merely with words.

By this we know 
love, that he laid 
down his life for 
us, and we ought 
to lay down our 

lives for the 
brothers. But if 
anyone has the 

world’s goods and 
sees his

brother in need, 
yet closes his 

heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk 

but in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:16-18)

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; 
cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another 
in brotherly love; give preference to one another 
in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent 

in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, 
persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 

contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality. (Rom. 12:9-13)

5. We are to strive to keep unity and peace 
within the church, and not tear each other 
down with actions or words.

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you 
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 

which you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for 

one another in love, being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

 (Eph. 4:1-3)

For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the 
statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF.” But if you bite and devour one 
another, take care that you are not consumed by 

one another. (Gal. 5:14-15)

For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may 
find you to be not what I wish and may be found 

by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps 
there will be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, 

disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, 
disturbances; I am afraid that when I come again 
my God may humiliate me before you, and I may 
mourn over many of those who have sinned in the 
past and not repented of the impurity, immorality 

and sensuality which they have practiced.   
        (2 Cor. 12:20-21)

6. We are to love each other enough to 
admonish one another and exercise church 
discipline to preserve the witness of the 
church and the care of our souls.

As a result, we are no longer to be children, 
tossed here and there by waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 

into Him who is the head, even Christ, 
(Eph. 4:14-15)

“If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in 
private; if he listens to you, you have won your 

brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one 
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or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF 
TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE

CONFIRMED. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to 
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a 

tax collector.  (Matt. 18:15-17)

It is actually reported that there is sexual 
immorality among you, and of a kind that is not 
tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his 

father’s wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not 
rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be

removed from among you. (1 Cor. 5:1-2)

7. We are to joyfully follow spiritual 
leaders who keep watch over our souls.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 
are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 

will have to give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 

advantage to you. (Heb. 13:17)

BENEFITS OF LOCAL CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP

Being a church member has many responsibilities, 
but it also provides privileges that cannot be found 
anywhere else.

1. Local church membership provides us 
with a community, who by exercising their 
many varied gifts, helps us grow in Christ 
and mature in our faith.

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ, 
(Eph. 4:11-13)

“The longer I’m a Christian, the more aware I 
become that I cannot live the Christian life on my 
own. My individual and direct relationship with 
God through Jesus is the greatest privilege and 
He is truly all I need — and yet God in His wisdom 
has created all of us to need others, too. Is this a
contradiction? Not at all — for God has ordained 
that much of His grace flows to us through 
others.”

Josh Harris, Stop Dating the Church

2. Local church membership provides a 
community of fellow Christians who will 
encourage, support, and challenge us in 
your walk with Christ.

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near,” (Heb. 10:24-25).

3. Local church membership provides us 
with an opportunity to share the gifts God 
has given to them.

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 

proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; 
the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 

with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness,” (Rom. 12:6-8)

Minim velit, ex velit culpa sed sint 
ad fugiat, nostrud nulla consequat 
ipsum ex: Eiusmod veniam culpa. 
Velit sit ullamco amet est eiusmod 
amet. Sunt tempor elit. Ad amet, 
aute minim laboris cupidatat sunt.
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4. Local church membership provides a 
context for us to receive wisdom and godly 
counsel from more mature Christians.

But as for you, speak the things which are fitting 
for sound doctrine. Older men are to be 

temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in 
love, in perseverance. Older women likewise are 
to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious

gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what 
is good, so that they may encourage the young 
women to love their husbands, to love their 

children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, 
kind, being subject to their own husbands, so
that the word of God will not be dishonored. 

(Titus 2:1-5)

5. Local church membership helps ensure 
we have biblically-qualified leaders 
watching over our souls and guarding us 
against false teaching and practice.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 
are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 

will have to give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 

advantage to you. (Heb. 13:17)

But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times 
some will fall away from the faith, paying 

attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of 
demons, (1 Tim. 4:1)

6. Local church membership greatly 
strengthens our witness to the lost.

Day by day continuing with one mind in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 

they were taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and 

having favor with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number day by day those who were 

being saved. (Acts 2:46-47)

“Even as imperfect as we are, if God’s Spirit is 
genuinely at work in us He will use our lives to 

help demonstrate to others the truth of his 
Gospel. This is a special role we have now that we 
won’t have in heaven — to be part of God’s plan, 

to takehis Gospel to the world.”

Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church

PART TWO: OUR VALUES
VALUE ONE: CHRIST-CENTERED

The Focus of Scripture

Our desire is to build this church in such a way that 
we are not the center of it, but Jesus is. We want 
people to 
leave the 
worship 
service not 
talking about 
the great music 
or the good 
sermon, but we 
want people talking about how great Jesus is. We 
want our ministries to be focused upon the glory of 
Christ. Our evangelism will present no other 
treasure than Christ and Him crucified. Our 
purpose is to know Christ and make Him known.

This is focus of the Scripture. God is God-centered. 
David writes, “He restores my soul, He leads me in 
paths of righteousness.” But why? “For His name’s 
sake,” David replies. (Ps. 23:3)

In the book of Ezekiel, God says

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says 
the Lord GOD, “It is not foryour sake, O house of 

Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy 
name,which you have profaned among the nations 
where you went. I will vindicate the holiness of My 

great name which has been profaned among the 
nations, which you have profaned in their midst. 
Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,” 
declares the Lord GOD, “when I prove Myself holy 

among you in theirsight.
(Ezk. 36:22-23)

In this passage, Israel is charged with profaning the 
name of God. Therefore, God says He will vindi-
cate His name among the nations. So what does He 
do? The next verses tell us:

“The Holy Spirit brings the church into 
existence through the gospel word. Through 
that same gospel word he continues to 
change people so that they become less 
lovers of self and more lovers of God and 
others. This is the community life that 
models the gospel because it is the life for 
which we were made.”

Steve Timmis and Tim Chester, Total Church

\
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For I will take you from the nations, gather you 
from all the lands and bring you into your own 

land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and 
you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 
you; and I will remove the heart of stone from 

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put 
My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 

ordinances. (Ezk. 36:24-27)

This is our salvation Ezekiel is prophesying about. 
God vindicates and God glorifies His name by giving 
us a new heart and putting His Spirit within us. 
God is exalted in our salvation. The apostle John 
repeats the same in 1 John 2:12, “I am writing to 
you, little children, because your sins have been 
forgiven you.” But then adds, “for His name’s
sake,” underlining the great truth that our sins are 
forgiven to glorify His name.

At the Last Supper, after Judas departed, and only 
the true disciples are left, Jesus began to talk 
about the Cross. This is how He describes what was 
about to happen:

Therefore when he [Judas] had gone out, Jesus 
said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in Him; if God is glorified in Him, God 
will also glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify 

Him immediately. (John 13:31-32)

Jesus’ focus as the Cross approached was His glory 
and the Father’s glory.

Our Warning

The church in Ephesus was a church that had many 
of the qualities we want Christ Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship to possess. They were zealous of good 
works, sound in doctrine, and persevered in trials. 
By all outward standards, they were a fine church.
But this was Jesus’ assessment:

But I have this against you, that you have left your 
first love. Therefore remember from where you 
have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did 

at first; or else I am coming to you and will 
remove your lampstand out of its place—unless 

you repent. (Rev. 2:4-5)

Once the church lost their first love, once they lost 
their focus and passion for Christ—once they quit 
being Christ-centered--they became a church on 
the verge of being removed by Christ Himself.

Christ-centered is our first value because it is the 
foundation of everything else. Our doctrine, our 
evangelism, and our fellowship will only have 
eternal value if it is rooted in the glory of Christ.

Our Challenge

How can Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship 
continue to be a Christ-centered church? By being 
a congregation of Christ-centered people.

Know the Lord

The first step of being a Christ-centered is simply 
to know the Lord; that is, to be a Christian. Are 
you a Christian? How well do you know the Gospel?

Here are three exercises:

1. Explain the Gospel in less than a minute:

2. Explain what it means to believe in Christ:

3. Share how you became a Christian:

Source, Motive, Goal, and Hope

A Christ-centered life is a life in which Christ is the 
source; we live aware that He created, owns, gifts, 
sustains, and enables us. It is a life lived with 
motive of knowing Christ, and a life whose goal is 
the glory of Christ. And a Christ-centered life is 
one lived with the ever-brighting hope that all we 
see is temporary and that the Kingdom is eternal.

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up 
for me. (Gal. 2:20)

VALUE TWO: REFORMED TRADITION
What is Reformed? An Historical View

If one examines the history of theology since the 
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New Testament was written, it would look 
something like this:

NT to Augustine
About the year AD 400, Augustine summarized 
Christian theology in his books. The doctrine at 
that time was rooted in God’s sovereignty and 
grace (i.e. a God-centered theology). 

Middle Ages
But about 150 years after Augustine, political and 
church corruption captured the church in the West 
and slowly the doctrine of the Church devolved 
into a works-based, man-centered theology.

Reformation
Beginning about AD1350, when the political and 
ecclesiastical corruption finally reached a point 
that ordinary Christians began to reject the 
authority of the Catholic Church, (and began to 
have the Scripture in their own language), reform 
movements began. 

In the 1500s, an Augustinian monk, Martin Luther, 
and a French lawyer, John Calvin, who took 
Augustine’s writings and updated their language, 
led the reform movement (the Reformation) that 
swept Europe. The movement replaced the man-
centered doctrine of the Middle-Ages with the 
God-centered doctrine of the early Church.

Man-Centered Again
Beginning about 1850 with the Second Great 
Awakening, American theology moved again to a 
man-centered doctrine. In response to that 
change, and the damage it caused, many 
denominations that came out of the Reformation 
began “reform” movements to bring their churches 
back to the doctrine of the Reformation during the 
twentieth century. New Presbyterian dominations 
were formed, and reform movements began in the 
Anglican, Episcopal, Congregational, and Luthern 
churches.  There was also a movement among 
Baptists. 

Reformed Baptists
Although the term “Reformed” has been around 
since the Reformation in the 1500s, it wasn’t until 
the mid-Twentieth Century certain Baptists began 
attaching the adjective to their name. The term 
“Reformed” pointed back to the doctrines and 
emphases of the Reformation. Thus it wasn’t a 

movement to create anything new, but a 
restorative movement to return Baptists back to 
the doctrine and emphases of the first Baptists in
England and in the American colonies. The 
“Reformed” Baptists were called Regular
Baptists in America until the mid-1800s. All 243 
messengers who formed the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1845 were from “Reformed” 
churches. 

At Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship, concerned 
with the modern state of the church, the “Gospel” 
they proclaim, and the depravity of our society, we 
are intentionally returning to the “old paths” of 
our Baptist ancestors and a proven Gospel that has 
endured abundance and persecution.

A classical “Reformed” Baptist church has specific 
characteristics and beliefs.

Confessional
A confessional church means that the church holds 

to a specific 
recognized 
confession, using it 
to help guide her 
faith and practice. 
Of course we hold 
that the Scripture is 

the only authority in faith and practice, but we 
affirm that the confession is a dependable 
summary of the Scripture’s teaching.

The Confession of Christ Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship is the historic Second London Baptist 
Confession of 1689, the standard of all Baptist 
confessions. Being a Southern Baptist church, we 

NT - - - - AD400---<Corruption/Man Centered>Reformation----<Man Centered----
          (Augustine)          AD550-1350                AD1350-1850          AD1850-
 

8



also affirm another statement of our faith, the 
Baptist Faith and Message, 2000.

Doctrinal
Five theological statements and their deep, far-
reaching implications provide the doctrinal 
foundation of a Reformed church; the five “solas” 
(Latin for alone).

Scripture Alone (Sola Scriptural). Scripture is the 
sole authority for spiritual matters. Because 
Scripture is the sole authority, we will be ruthlessly 
biblical. We judge our doctrine and practice solely 
on the basis of Scripture.

Grace Alone (Sola Gratia). God saves us on the 
basis of His grace and not of our merit. Because it 
is God’s grace that alone saves, and not on one’s 
“merit,” we affirm that no one is ever beyond the 
grace of God.

Faith Alone (Sola Fide). God accepts us only by the 
basis of our faith, not our works. Like the thief on 
the cross, we proclaim Christ will receive anyone 
who comes to Him by faith.

Christ Alone (Solus Christus). Jesus, and Jesus 
alone, is the way to God. There is no other name 
under heaven by which we must be saved, 
therefore, Christ and Him crucified will be our 
message to the world.

God’s Glory Alone (Soli Deo Gloria). God alone 
receives the glory for our salvation.

They five solas are often summarized this way; we 
are saved by grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone as according to the Scripture alone all 
for the glory of God alone.

Covenantal
Reformed churches see the Scripture as the 
revelation of God’s unchanging eternal plan to 
purchase for Himself a people from every tribe, 
tongue, nation, and people. God has done this 

through covenants, the last one being the New 
Covenant initiated by Jesus at the Last Supper and 
paid for by His blood.

One Great Emphasis
The Glory of God is the one great passion of a 
Reformed church. It dominates our doctrine. We 
believe all God does is for His glory. It is reflected 
in all we do. We measure our worship in the light 
of the glory of God. We measure success by the 
glory of God. We believe the very measure of our 
life will be the glory of God.

Our great passion is that Christ Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship glorifies God.

VALUE THREE: BAPTIST
Baptist Distictives

There are 7 recognized Baptist distinctives that 
taken together separate Baptists from other 
Christian groups.

1. The Bible is the sole authority for faith 
and practice.
The Word of God, the Bible, is complete and it 
alone:
is given of by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect,thoroughly equipped for all good 

works. (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

2. Believers Church
The Church, both as the universal Church and its 
local manifestation, is comprised of believers, and 
believers alone. Only those who have publically 
professed personal faith in Christ, and have been 
baptized as a profession of that personal faith, are 
members of the local church.

3. Two Ordinances or Commands from 
Jesus Christ:

Believer’s Baptism: Baptism by immersion is 
for one who has already confessed publicly of their 
faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior. It is a public 
declaration of the believer identification with 
Jesus Christ in His death, burial and resurrection, 
and as a symbol of His baptism in the Spirit of God 
and the washing of his sins. Believer’s Baptism 
excludes infants who cannot express their faith in 
Christ as their Savior.
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The Lord’s Supper: The Lord’s Supper is the 
regular gathering of believers in Jesus Christ to 
commemorate the death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross of Calvary. The Supper proclaims the Lord’s 
death until He returns, serves as a constant re-
minder of our position in the New Covenant, and 
encourages believers to keep in right relationship 
with Christ and other believers, so that they may 
participate.

4. Autonomy of a local church.
The local church is to be governed by the Word of 
God, and the local church does not need, or does 
the Scripture teach, that the local body rests 
under the authority of any earthy group. The local 
church is a group unto itself, under the authority 
of God, and solely responsible unto Him for its 
conduct, direction and affairs. Passages such as the
local church setting apart missionaries in Acts, and 
the Apostles and elders, with the approval on the 
church, settling doctrinal disputes demonstrate the 
autonomy of the local church.

Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was 
there, prophets and teachers: . . . . Then, when 

they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away. (Acts 13:1, 3)

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the 
elders, with the whole church, to choose men 

from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas—Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, 

leading men among the brethren, (Acts 15:22)

5. The Priesthood of the believer.
The Scripture teaches that every believer can go, 
“boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace in the time of need” 
simply on the standing of Jesus Christ (Heb. 4:16). 
The Scripture likewise promises access to the 
presence of God in Hebrews 10:19, “Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus.” The believer does 

not need a priest or a church to intercede on their 
behalf to God, other than the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The believer can, by the fact of being washed in 
the blood of Christ, instantly be in contact with 
God by simple prayer, and can bring his petitions or 
requests for forgiveness of sins directly to God 
himself (I John 1:9). 

6. Freedom of Conscience.
Every person is responsible to God for their own 
religious beliefs and practices. Therefore, they 
should have the right to worship God as their own 
convictions and conscience dictate. Personal 
conviction does not ensure Scriptural correctness, 
nor does freedom of conscience compel others to 
follow your conviction.

7. Separation of Church and State.
We are to “render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s” 
(Matt. 22:21). No authority on earth is higher than 
God’s Word for the church, and the church should 
not be in any way yoked with the state, or con-
trolled by it. We support the rightly appointed 
authority of government over us and pray for them 
that we may live our lives in peace and freedom of 
conscience.

Missional

Baptists are known for our emphasis upon missions 
and evangelism. This is specifically true of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, of which we are a 
member. As an SBC church, we support over 8000 
missionaries across the globe.

But it is our desire not to simply support missions 
from a far, but also to be actively engaged in 
demonstrating the love of God and the sharing the 
good news of the Gospel with our 
community. A church that is not 
actively sharing the Gospel with her 
family, friends, and community is 
a church that has forgotten the 
Lord’s Great Commission and
ceased being a true church.

As a church, we will provide you 
with encouragement, training, 
and opportunities to share your faith in a 
practical manner.

The Great Commission
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
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nations, baptizingthem in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

(Matt. 28:18-20)

This passage has long 
been called, “The 
Great Commission.” 
In English, it looks as 
if Jesus gives several 
commands; “go,” 
“make,” “baptize,” 
and “teach.” But in 
the original Greek, 
there is only one 
verb in the im-
perative voice; 
“make.” What that 
means is the central 
point of The Great 
Commission is to make disciples. The Great 
Commission tells us how to make disciples; we go 
to them, baptize them, and teach them to obey all 
the Scripture. And we do this until the end of the 
Age.

At Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship, our goal is 
to make disciples. We will be active in going, and 
we will rejoice in baptisms. But these do not fulfill 
The Great Commission. Only when we are repro-
ducing followers of Christ who are obeying all that 
Christ has commanded will we consider ourselves 
fulfilling The Great Commission.

VALUE FOUR: INTENTIONALLY 
RELATIONAL

The idea of fellowship is very important in the life 
of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship. We live in a 
day of churches having fellowship halls, fellowship 
dinners, and fellowship trips, but yet, real biblical 
fellowship is rare. Many people attend a church for 
many years and never make any genuine con-
nections with other members. Others may make 
friends, but do not grow in their faith. We want to 
end that trend.

An understanding of biblical fellowship is needed. 
Our English word, “fellowship” is the translation of 
the Greek word, “koinonia.” This Greek word is 
derived from the root, “koinos,” which means “to 
hold something in common.” Koinonia is used 
nineteen times in the New Testament and in 

addition to being translated as “fellowship” it is 
also translated by the words, “contribution,” 
“sharing,” and “participation.” So fellowship is not 
just “being together;” it is “doing together.”

When put into the context of a local church,
fellowship is people intentionally following Christ; 
Loving, helping, sharing, encouraging, exhorting, 
and rebuking--together. 

This is model is clearly seen in the “one anothers” 
of the New Testament. There are 47 times the 
phrase “one another” is used in the New Testament 
to emphasize how Christians are to help each other 
follow Christ.

The “One Anothers” of the New Testament.

Unity:

1. Be at peace with one another (Mark 9:50)
2. Don’t grumble among one another (John 6:43)
3. Be of the same mind with one another (Rom. 
2:16, 15:5)
4. Accept one another (Rom. 15:7)
5. Wait for one another before beginning the Lord’s 
Supper. (1 Cor. 11:33)
6. Don’t bite, devour, and consume one another 
 (Gal. 5:15)
7. Don’t boastfully challenge or envy one 
another (Gal. 5:26).
8. Gently, patiently tolerate one another (Eph. 4:2)
9. Be kind, tender-hearted, and forgiving to one 
another (Eph. 4:32)
10. Bear with and forgive one another (Col. 3:13)
11. Seek good for one another, and don’t repay evil 
for evil (1 Thess. 5:15)
12. Don’t complain against one another (James 
4:11, 5:9)
13. Confess sins to one another (James 5:16)

“Relationships” describe everything we    
are about. We seek to grow our 

relationship with Christ by following His 
Word. We seek to bring others into

relationship with Christ by sharing His 
Word. And we seek to develop genuine 

relationships within our church by 
intentionally living out Christ’s Word 

toward one another.
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10. Pray for one another (James 5:16)
11. Be hospitable to one another (1 Peter 4:9)

Taken together, the “One Anothers” demonstrate 
one thing; there are no “Lone Ranger” Christians. 

The Christian life is meant to be 
lived in community. And com-
munity life is fellowship. 

At Christ Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship, we are intentionally 
relational, building relationships 
for the purpose of helping one 
another grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

PART THREE: CRBF
OUR MEETINGS

Worship Service:
Our worship service is the primary meeting of the 
fellowship, obeying the Lord’s command to gather 
on the Lord’s Day. The focus of the meeting is the 
worship of God. All other elements of the meeting 
are secondary to that one supreme task. Our 
worship is simple, worshiping in ways and means 
specifically prescribed in Scripture.

Life Courses:
Life Courses are time-limited studies designed to 
give “life” to our faith by presenting biblical, 
practical, and challenging topics that build our 
understanding of being a follower of Christ. The 
classes are intentionally open to all ages, and the 
members of the classes change from class to class. 
In addition to the benefit of the content of each 
individual Life Course, the varying membership of 
the classes foster relationships across generations.

Family Groups:
Family Groups are just that: families gathering 
together during the week for Bible study, prayer, 
and fellowship. The purpose of the Family Groups 
is to build biblical 
fellowship within the 
church. Each family 
in the church is 
assigned to a Family 
Group by 
geographical 
proximity, although 
each family can 
attend any Family Group they choose.

Love:

1. Love one another (John 13:34, 15:12, 17; Rom. 
13:8; 1 Thess. 3:12, 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 
4:7, 11; 2 John 5)

2. Through love, serve one another (Gal. 5:13)
3. Tolerate one another in love (Eph. 4:2)
4. Greet one another with a kiss of love (1 Peter 
5:14)
5. Be devoted to one another in love (Rom. 12:10)

Humility:

1. Give preference to one another in honor (Rom. 
12:10)
2. Regard one another as more important than 
yourselves (Phil. 2:3)
3. Serve one another (Gal. 5:13)
4. Wash one another’s feet (John 13:14)
5. Don’t be haughty: be of the same mind (Rom. 
12:16)
6. Be subject to one another (Eph. 5:21)
7. Clothe yourselves in humility toward one 
another (1 Peter 5:5)

The Rest:

1. Do not judge one another, and don’t put a 
stumbling block in a brother’s way (Rom.14:13)
2. Greet one another with a kiss (Rom. 16:16; 1 
Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12)
3. Husbands and wives: don’t deprive one another 
of physical intimacy (1 Cor. 7:5)
4. Bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2)
5. Speak truth to one another (Eph. 4:25)
6. Don’t lie to one another (Col. 3:9)
7. Comfort one another concerning the 
resurrection (1 Thess. 4:18)
8. Encourage and build up one another (1 Thess. 
5:11)
9. Stimulate one another to love and good deeds 
(Heb. 10:24)
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Special Studies:
Throughout the year special studies may be offered 
on a variety of topics. One oft-offered study is the 
1689 Second London Confession study. It is 
regularly offered so that we will have qualified 
candidates for eldership and an informed mem-
bership concerning the richness of our Baptist 
faith.

Catechism Classes:
Baptists for hundreds of years have grounded their 
families in the Gospel by means of a catechism. We 
are restoring that practice. We offer classes for 
small children through youth.

OUR POLITY
Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship has an elder 
led congregational polity. Our elders regularly 
meet to pray for the congregation, meet needs, 
and conduct simple administrative tasks. The 
elders oversee the ministries of the church. Any 
major decisions or financial decisions that are 
outside the budget are brought before the con-
gregation to be approved. The elders seek advice 
from the finance team or others in making 
decisions. The elders are elected by the 
congregation.

Our deacons oversee particular areas of service 
and ministry for the church. They are elected by 
the church, and serve for two year terms, but can 
serve up to three consecutive terms.

Once a quarter (or more often if needed), we hold 
a member’s meeting during which updates are 
given, and any business that needs to be 
conducted is brought before the congregation.

More information about the polity of Christ 
Reformed Baptist Fellowship can be found in
our by-laws.

OUR PARTNER CHURCH AND SISTER 
CHURCH

Our Partner Church
Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship is currently 
partnering with Iglesia Bautista El Camino (El 
Camino Baptist Church) to reach our community 
with the Gospel. We share a building, resources, 
and a common mission. Although we worship at 
different times, we enjoy close fellowship 
together. We believe our two fellowships, with two 
different language and cultures, yet united in 
Christ, is a picture of the glory of the Gospel.

Our Sister Church
Christ Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship has a sister-
church partnership with 
Rev. Chris Rees and 
Bethesda Baptist Chapel 
in Narberth, Wales. It is 
our joy to share prayer 
concerns, encourage-
ment, and relationships 
with one another. We also 
cherish the opportunities 
to travel and minister 
with each other.

OUR VISION AND PRACTICE
We will seek, through the power of the Holy Spirit 

and His grace, to glorify God by
fulfilling God’s calling to make disciples of the 

nations by building a fellowship that is
rooted in Scriptural practice and doctrine, 
worshiping in spirit and truth, living faith

outside the walls of the church by sharing the 
Gospel in word and deed, and focusing on

a few essentials so as to give members time 
to create and foster genuine Christian community.

 

Therefore,

Everything we do will be intentional.
Everything we do will be measured by the 

ultimate goal of glorifying God with the purpose 
of making disciples.

We affirm that we were created to worship, and 
therefore, we place a high priority upon the 
content and practice of corporate worship.

We understand that our doctrine will ultimately 
become our practice; therefore, we will make 

much of doctrine.
We understand we are the Church, and most of 
what the Church does happens outside of the 

church building.
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We therefore limit meetings in the building for 
the purpose of providing time and opportunities to 

strengthen relationships in the home, and build 
relationships in order to share our gifts and lead 

others to Christ.

PART FOUR: QUESTIONS
HOW DO I JOIN THE CHURCH?

There are four steps to joining Christ Reformed 
Baptist Fellowship:

First, either publically or 
in private conversation, 
contact one of the 
elders that you are 
interested in joining the 
church.

Secondly, attend the 
membership classes.

Thirdly, affirm the 
Church Covenant.

Lastly, be received into 
fellowship during a 
worship service by the vote of the membership.

If you have never been baptized as a profession of 
your personal faith by immersion, you will be 
baptized before, or on the day of being received 
into fellowship by the church.

HOW CAN I BE BE BAPTIZED?
Baptism is a wonderful and significant event; it is 
the Christian’s personal testimony of their con-
version to Christ and their entrance into the New 
Covenant.  Therefore, we want to ensure the one 
being baptized is spiritually prepared to be 
baptized.  Being baptized is a three-step process:

First, either publically or in private conversation, 
contact one of the elders that you want to be 
baptized.

Secondly, you will meet with one of the elders to 
discuss your baptism, your faith, and the physical 
process of being baptized. 

Finally, you will be baptized on a Sunday of your 
choosing.

Being baptized by immersion as a profession of 
your personal faith is a prerequisite for joining 
Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE LORD’S 
SUPPER?

We invite all baptized believers to join us in 
receiving the Lord’s Supper, whether you are a 
member of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship or 
not.

IS THERE A RESOURCE I CAN USE TO 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT CHRIST 

REFORMED BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP?
Yes, our website, crbf.us. On our website you will 
find up-to-date announcements, a calendar of 
future events, videos of past sermons and Member-
ship Classes, and the church’s directory of 
membership, along with descriptions of all our 
meetings and ministries.
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CHURCH COVENANT

Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship
Having been born again by the Spirit of God and drawn to faith and repentance in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God, and this assembly, 

joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one local body in Christ.

By the grace of God given to us by the Holy Spirit and with His aid, we will seek and 
strive to:

1. Glorify God in all that we do, knowing that it is by the grace of God alone that 
our sins have been forgiven, and we have been raised to new life in Christ.

2. Live our lives and conduct ourselves in this church according to the Holy 
Scriptures, having submitted ourselves to the authority of the Word of God.

3. Grow in understanding of our church’s Confession as a trustworthy summary of
biblical teaching and be good stewards of the Gospel.

4. Advance our church, in knowledge, holiness, and conformity to the image of 
Christ, to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines, to be faithful 

in attendance, and to pray for and follow to its leaders as they are faithful to 
Christ.

5. Be good stewards of all that God has given us, contribute cheerfully and 
regularly to the support of our fellowship, the relief of the poor, and the spread of 

the gospel through all nations.

6. Create a true Christian community, caring for one another, bearing one another’s
burdens, admonishing one another, watching over one another in brotherly love; 

and we will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

7. Be a faithful witness of the Gospel, contributing our time and resources to 
fulfill the Great Commission both locally and to all the world.

We will, upon moving from this place, unite with another church where we can 
carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 
fellowship ofthe Holy Spirit be with us all.

Amen
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Constitution and By-Laws
Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship

(Edition 1: April 2019)

Article I: Name
The name of this congregation shall be Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship. The name attempts
to describe who we are and who we pray to be:
• Christ: We will strive to keep Him in first place in all things.
• Reformed: We will seek to follow the Reformed tradition of our Baptist for fore-fathers.
• Baptist: We will be a believer’s church (everyone who is a member has professed faith in 

Christ) and will joyfully support the mission endeavors of the SBC (Southern Baptist 
Convention).

• Fellowship: We will seek to live in loving community with one another helping one another 
grow in their fellowship with Christ and to bring others into fellowship with Christ.

Article II: Purpose
The church’s chief purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. We shall do that by:
A. Providing a place for the corporate worship of God in praise, prayer, and in proclaiming the
Good News of Jesus Christ and the whole counsel of God.
B. Proclaiming the excellences of the holy triune God of the Bible as the eternal, immutable,
infinite, all-powerful, all-present, all-knowing Creator and sovereign LORD; and His
eternally-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, as the only virgin born Savior of sinners; and the Holy
Spirit, issued forth by the Father and the Son, as the divine Person of the Godhead who
convicts and convinces men of sin, righteousness and judgment.
C. Building up, strengthening, confirming, and equipping in the faith those who are saved.
D. Earnestly endeavoring to win others to Christ through personal evangelism, and through the
support of home and international missions.
E. Living lives that reflect the holiness and love of God in conversation and deed.

Article III: Affiliation
Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship shall be affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention, the
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, and a like-minded local Baptist Association.

Article IV: Articles of Faith
A. The Bible is our only inerrant and infallible authority for determining questions of faith and
practice.
B. We regard, however, the Second London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 as an excellent, 
though uninspired, summary of the chief doctrines of God’s Word. We adopt it as our statement of
Faith, as well as the Baptist Faith and Message, 2000.

Article V: Membership
A. Requirements for Membership

Membership in Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship shall be open to all persons who confess
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and who have been baptized after their personal profession 
of faith. Individuals will be brought into membership of the church by a vote of the church after 
completing membership classes (as determined by the elders and approved by the church) and 
being in agreement with the church covenant.
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B. Termination of Membership
1. By Death – When a member dies, his/her name will be removed from membership.
2. By Transfer – When requested, the elders may give a member in good standing a letter of
commendation to another church. No letter will be given to a member under church discipline.
3. By Resignation – Members may resign from membership. Members should do so in an
orderly way by first consulting with the elders.
4. By Dismission – Sadly, if loving and patient discipline does not bring about repentance, 
reconciliation, and reformation after an agreed amount of time, the elders may recommend to 
the church that a person be dismissed from membership by a vote of two thirds (2/3) of the 
members present and voting. It is our prayer that this never has to happen, but it is deemed 
necessary to follow Scripture and to guard and protect the flock of God.

C. Responsibilities of Membership
The responsibilities of membership shall be outlined in the Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship 
Covenant.

D. Church Discipline of Members
1. Corrective discipline by the church may be necessary when a member is guilty of teaching 
heretical doctrine (e.g. denying foundational doctrines such as the deity of Christ, the Trinity, 
Scripture as the Word of God, etc), disorderly, immoral, or scandalous conduct, or sowing discord 
among the congregation. The elders shall take such action whenever in their judgment such 
misconduct, patterns of sin, or doctrinal error pose a significant threat to the holiness, unity, 
testimony of the church, or to the spiritual health of the offending member. Every effort will be 
made to resolve difficulty, correct error, and remove offense through private, loving, and patient 
counsel and admonition. The principles found in Matthew 18:15-17, Romans 16:17-20, 1 
Corinthians 5:1-13, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15, 1 Timothy 5:19-20, and Titus 3:10 will be carefully
followed and appropriately applied to each case of corrective discipline.

2. Following the pattern set forth in the New Testament, if repeated attempts of private counsel 
and admonition does not bring repentance, reconciliation, and reformation, the elders will then 
bring a public rebuke of the person(s) in a member’s meeting, encouraging the church to pray for 
the offending parties (Matthew 18:15-17; Titus 3:10).

3. After a period time, if there continues to be no repentance, reconciliation, and reformation by 
the offending parties, the elders may then suspend the member from participation in the Lord’s 
Supper, voting in member’s meetings, and serving in the ministries of the church; in other words, 
treat them as a non-believer (Matthew 18:15-17).

4. After all other attempts have been lovingly and patiently applied, and if there continues
to be no repentance, reconciliation, and reformation, the elders may recommend to the church 
that the offending person(s) be dismissed from membership by a vote of two thirds (2/3) of the 
members present and voting during a member’s meeting (1 Corinthians 5:9-13).

5. It is the duty of the church to forgive and restore to full membership a disciplined person
who gives satisfactorily evidence of his repentance, reconciliation, and reformation (II Corinthians 
2:6-8). The elders by their own action may restore to full membership privileges a person whom 
they have suspended and this shall be reported to the congregation in a member’s meeting.

6. The goals of church discipline are always the glory of God, the welfare and purity of the 
church, and the restoration and spiritual growth of the offender.
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Article VI: Officers
A. General Statement

Christ alone is head of His church; yet He has ordained that His church be governed through
officers whom He appoints, and to whom He gives gifts and graces for their work. There are
two biblically mandated church offices; elders (also known as overseers or pastors) and deacons. 
The church’s duty is to seek to discover those to whom Christ has imparted the graces and gifts 
necessary for office. After formally recognizing them, the church is to set them apart publicly, 
encourage their service, submit to their authority (elders), and support their ministries. (1 
Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; Hebrews 13:17).

B. Elders
1. Role: Elders are called and responsible to give comprehensive oversight to the church, 
including preaching and teaching the whole counsel of God, watching for the welfare of the 
members’ souls, and overseeing the church in all its tasks. Elders, however, must exercise their 
authority with sensitivity to God’s people and as servants and examples to them. Therefore, the 
elders shall seek the congregation’s support and carefully consider its input when overseeing and 
shepherding the church.

2. Qualifications: Elders of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship shall meet the requirements for 
elders found in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 3:5-9. The elders shall also have completed a 1689 
Confession study course and shall be in “robust” agreement with Second London Baptist 
Confession of 1689.

3. Election: When determined by the elders and confirmed by the congregation that additional 
elders are needed so that the elders can adequately fulfill their God-given responsibilities, 
nominations from the congregation and the elders will be submitted to the elders. The elders will 
review the qualifications of the names submitted and return to the congregation a list of qualified 
candidates. Candidate(s) who receive the predetermined percentage of votes or higher, or a 
specific number of elders receiving the most votes from the members present and voting in a 
member’s meeting will be elected as elders.

4. Number: Although a plurality of elders is the biblical norm, the Bible does not specify the 
number of elders each church shall have, nor dictate the length of an elder’s term of office. 
Elders may continue in office as long as they are biblically qualified and able to fulfill their 
duties, and as long as they retain the congregation’s confidence as expressed in the procedure for 
the affirmation of elders.

5. Affirmation: Every year, a portion of the eldership will be affirmed by the congregation in a 
member’s meeting. The goal is an affirmation once every three years. If the elders receive the 
predetermined percentage of votes or higher from the members present and voting in a member’s 
meeting, they will continue serving as elders.

6. Removal: If an elder determines he cannot adequately fulfill his responsibilities, he may resign 
by written notice to the elders. The elder will continue to serve until a replacement (if needed) 
may be elected. If an elder does not receive the predetermined percentage of votes or higher 
from the members present and voting in a member’s meeting, they will continue to serve until a 
replacement (if needed) may be elected. An elder under public discipline may not actively serve 
in the role of elder.

Lead Elder or Lead Pastor
a. Calling: When the office is vacant, the elders shall appoint and the congregation approve a 
Lead Elder Search Team which will comprise of at least one or more elders and at least five 
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members of the congregation. When a candidate is agreed upon by the Lead Elder Search Team 
and meets the qualifications of eldership of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship (except the 1689 
Confession study course which would be impossible to attend before he arrives), the candidate 
will be voted on in a member’s meeting called for that specific purpose. If the candidate receives 
eighty-five percent of the votes, he will be called to the position of Lead Elder (or Lead Pastor). If 
the candidate does not receive the required percentage of votes, the meeting will be adjourned 
without further discussion.

b. Membership: The Lead Elder will have all rights and privileges of membership of Christ 
Reformed Baptist Fellowship. Although the Lead Elder and believing family members may join the 
church on their first Sunday, it is encouraged that the new Lead Elder and family take the mem-
bership class when offered.

c. Removal: When the Lead Elder believes his term of service as the Lead Elder has come to an 
end, or he is called to another position, he will resign by giving the elders written notification. 
The church will request the Lead Elder will give three weeks notification before his term of 
service ends. If the Lead Elder has to be disciplined to the point of public rebuke, or if deter-
mined necessary by three-fourths (3/4) of the elders, a member’s meeting may be called to affirm 
the Lead Elder. If the Lead Elder receives the predetermined percentage of votes or higher from 
the members present and voting in a member’s meeting, the Lead Elder will continue serving as 
Lead Elder. If the Lead Elder does not receive the predetermined percentage of votes or
higher from the members present and voting in a member’s meeting, the church will give three 
weeks notification of termination.

C. Deacons
1. Role: The deacons shall assist the elders at the Lord’s Supper and Baptism services, assist in 
the care of the sick and needy, distribute benevolence, aid in the general spiritual care of the 
Church, and perform other duties of service as assigned by the elders or coordinate special 
ministries as called to by the congregation.

2. Qualifications: The deacons shall consist of members possessing the qualifications described in 
1 Timothy 3:8-13. The role of deacon, in accordance with scripture, 1 Timothy 3:11, and Romans 
16:1, shall be open to men and women.

3. Election: When determined by the elders and confirmed by the congregation that additional 
deacons are necessary so that the needs of the congregation and ministries can adequately be 
served, nominations from the congregation and the elders will be submitted to the elders. The 
elders will review the qualifications of the names submitted and return to the congregation a list 
of qualified candidates. Candidate(s) who receive the predetermined percentage of votes or 
higher, or a specific number of deacons receiving the most votes from the members present and 
voting in a member’s meeting will be elected as deacons.

4. Number: Although a plurality of deacons is the biblical norm, the Bible does not specify the 
number of deacons each church shall have, nor dictate the length of a deacon’s term of office. 
The number of deacons will be determined by the elders, and affirmed by the congregation, 
taking into consideration the need of the congregation and role in the ministries of the church. 
The deacons will be elected for a two-year term, at the end of which, the deacon may reenlist for 
another two year term with the approval of the elders. The deacon cannot serve more than three 
terms consecutively, unless the deacon is a staff member or coordinates a specific ministry.

5. Removal: If a deacon determines he cannot adequately fulfill his responsibilities, he may resign 
by written notice to the elders before his term ends. The deacon may continue to serve until a 
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replacement (if needed) is elected. A deacon under public discipline cannot serve as an active 
deacon.

D. Officers of Incorporation
The Lead Elder and two other members as appointed by the elders will represent the church
in matters of incorporation and serve as the Board of Trustees. The members appointed by
the elders shall be approved by the congregation.

Article VII: Staff Members
A. Call

When deemed necessary by the elders and the congregation, the church may call a vocational 
minister to oversee or coordinate a specific ministry. The elders shall appoint and the 
congregation approve a Search Team which will comprise of at least one or more elders and at
least five members of the congregation. When a candidate is agreed upon by the Search Team, 
the candidate will be voted on in a member’s meeting called for that specific purpose. If the 
candidate receives a predetermined percentage of the vote of the members present and voting, 
the candidate will be called. If the candidate does not receive the required percentage of votes, 
the meeting will be adjourned without further discussion.

B. Elder or Deacon
If the staff member meets the qualifications of eldership of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship 
(except the 1689 Confession study course), he may be, if agreed upon by the elders and 
congregation, called to the position of elder. Otherwise, the staff member will serve as a deacon 
of the congregation serving mainly in his specific area of calling.

C. Removal
When a staff member believes his term of service has come to an end, or he is called to another 
position, he will resign by giving the elders written notification. The church will request the staff 
member give three weeks notification before his term of service ends. If the staff member has to 
be disciplined to the point of public rebuke, or if it is determined necessary by the three-fourths 
(¾) of elders to terminate the staff member, a member’s meeting may be called to affirm the 
elder’s decision. If the two-thirds (2/3) of the congregation votes to terminate the staff member, 
the church will give the staff member three weeks notification of termination.

D. Membership
A staff member shall have all rights and privileges of membership of Christ Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship. Although the staff member and believing family members may join the church on 
their first Sunday, it is encouraged that the new staff member and family take the membership 
class when offered.

Article VIII: Member’s Meetings
A. Quarterly Member’s Meeting

Once a quarter the congregation will gather to receive a quarterly financial statement, a report 
on the ministries of the church, a report from the elders, and conduct any business that the 
congregation may need to approve. In the quarterly member’s meeting before the fiscal year 
begins, a proposed budget for the coming year will be presented to the congregation. These 
reports, including the proposed budget, must be approved by a vote of the church. One of the 
elders will conduct the meeting and Robert’s Rules of order will be used.

B. Special Called Member’s Meetings
1. By the Elders: Member’s meetings may be called by the elders so the congregation may vote on 
a matter or be informed of a situation that cannot nor should not wait until the quarterly 
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member’s meeting. The special member’s meeting must be announced one week in advance and 
such meetings must limit their business to the specific reason(s) for which it was called.

2. By the Congregation: A member’s meeting may be called by the congregation without the 
approval of the elders if one third of the active membership of voting age (1/3) requests such a 
meeting. This request must be written and the specific reason for the meeting stated, be signed 
by one-third of the members of voting age in good standing, and be presented to the elders, who 
in turn shall announce the meeting. The meeting must be held within thirty days of receipt of the 
written request with two weeks of notification of the meeting to the congregation. Such meetings 
must limit their business to the specific reason for which they are called.

C. Voting Membership: 
All members in good standing who have had their sixteenth birthday shall constitute the voting 
membership of the church.

Article IX: Church Ordinances
A. General Statement

Our Lord ordained two ordinances for His Church to observe; Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Both 
ordinances reflect in a symbolic way the provision for salvation given to us by God, and the 
continued work of His grace in us.

B. Baptism
Baptism is the initiatory rite by which one enters the visible church, and is a visible repre-
sentation of the new believer dying to self, being raised in Christ, having their sin washed away, 
and being baptized into the Spirit of God. Baptism shall take place after a public profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and shall be administered by an elder or deacon of the 
congregation. Baptism shall be by immersion unless the baptismal candidate is physically hindered 
from being immersed.

C. The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is a remembrance of the Lord’s sacrifice which secured our entrance into the 
New Covenant, a proclamation of the death of Christ until He returns, and a reminder of the 
continuing grace offered to the believer. The observance of the Lord’s Supper is a holy moment 
for the Church of Jesus Christ, and shall only be offered to baptized believers in Christ. The Lord’s 
Supper shall be observed at least once a quarter, unless the elders determine to observe it more 
frequently.

Article X: Statement on Marriage and Gender
A. Marriage

We believe Scriptures define marriage as a covenantal union between one man and one woman. 
Therefore, biblical marriage is the only legitimate and acceptable sexual relationship. We deny 
that the state has the authority to impose a definition of marriage that is in direct violation to the 
teaching of Scripture. We as a congregation, therefore, forbid our elders or other members to 
officiate a wedding ceremony contrary to the biblical definition of marriage.

B. Gender
We believe from the beginning God has created man in His image, immutably male or female. 
There are, therefore, only two genders. We affirm everyone is made in the image of God, and 
therefore has intrinsic worth. We also affirm the worth of those who may be gender-confused, 
and the love and compassion due them by the Church of Jesus Christ. Speaking the truth in love, 
we affirm that those living in a gender-confused state are living outside of God’s will for their 
lives.
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Article XI: Dissolution
In the providence of God, if the congregation of Christ Reformed Baptist Fellowship dissolves,
after all approved disbursements, the final assets of the church shall be donated to mission
causes of the Southern Baptist Convention or another like-minded church so they may continue
Gospel ministry.

Article XII: Amendments to the By-Laws
The by-laws may be amended during a member’s meeting by the vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the
members present and voting. The proposed changes shall be given to the congregation four weeks 
before the vote to amend the by-laws.
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