
  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

December 20, 2020 

  
  
  

“A family of faith living on mission in the light of God’s love.” 

  
  
Greetings from your friends and family at First United Methodist Church of Troy, 
Ohio! We hope you experience the great love of Jesus Christ and a most gracious 
welcome from God’s church family. Please let us know you are here. We look 
forward to getting to know you and making you feel at home.  

 
  

  

TroyFirstUMC    110 W. Franklin St., Troy 45373                Facebook.com/TroyFUMC            www.troyfumc.org 

announcements@troyfumc.org  937-335-2826        Office: Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm   
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*denotes please stand if you are able”  

  

Prelude                                  “Christmas Fantasy”                             Janice Brenneman & Tawnie Johnson       

 
Choral Introit (11:00)  

  
Welcome, Birthdays, Anniversaries                                                                         Rev. Chris Heckaman 
  

This is the day that the Lord has made!  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
  
*Today’s Invitation      (11:00) Steve Schumann 
As we light these candles may it stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only Son, so 
that by his coming we may prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels. May we see the 
loving-kindness of our God and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
*Opening Hymn #196:             “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” vs 1-2 
 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release 
us, let us find our rest in thee.  Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy 

gracious kingdom bring.  By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts along; by thine all 
sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
*Invocation                                                                                                                          Rev. Chris Heckaman 
The Lord be with you. And also, with you. Let us pray (in unison)  
Holy Spirit, who leads us to prayer, help us to recognize the love you offer us. Awaken our souls to the 
mystery of Word made flesh in the womb of Mary. Purify our hearts so we can prepare for a fresh 
coming of Christ in our lives. Amen 
                                                                      
*Apostle’s Creed #881                                                                                                         

*Gloria Patri   

 
Choral Anthem (11:00)     

 
Joys and Concerns                                                                                                                 Rev. Chris Heckaman                                                                                         

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer     

 



Hymn of Response #217:                 “Away in a Manger”   

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Special Music: (8:00 & 11:00)             “Christmas Hallelujah”          Cindy Stienecker & Tami Baird Ganley 
 
Scripture Reading:  Luke 1:26-38 NIV                      Katie Robinson 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 
with you.”  29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the 
angel, “since I am a virgin?”  35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of 

God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s 
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled?” Then the angel left her. 

 
The word of God for the People of God.  Thanks be to God. 

                                                                                  
 
Sermon                                               “Willingness”                                                   Rev. Bob Lybarger 
 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:26-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929a


Hymn #219                          “What Child Is This” v 1 

 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  Whom an angels greet with anthems 

sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping. 

 

Refrain:  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: haste, haste to bring 

him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

Hymn #230  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” vs 1 & 2 

 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless sleep the 

silent stars go by.  Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the 

years are met in thee tonight. 

 

2.  For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their 

watch of wondering love.  O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to 

God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

 

Announcements                                                                                                      Rev. Chris Heckaman 

                             

Benediction                                                                                                               Rev. Bob Lybarger                             

                                     
Postlude                          “Sing We Now of Christmas” arr. by Jeff Bennett    Tawnie Johnson, organist                          

 

 

Offering boxes are located on your way out if you wish to contribute to Jesus’ work  
In and through the ministry of Troy First United Methodist Church. 

 
  


