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November 13: Habakkuk

introduction1
“Habakkuk was probably written about 640–615 b.c., just before the fall of Assyria and 
the rise of Babylon (Chaldea). God used Assyria to punish Israel (722); now he would use 
Babylon to punish Assyria and Judah. This prophecy would be fulfilled several decades 
after Habakkuk, in 586. The “theme question” of Habakkuk is, how can God use a wicked 
nation such as Babylon for his divine purpose? God judges all nations, said Habakkuk, and 
even Babylon would eventually be judged (Babylon fell to Persia in 539). Though God’s 
ways are sometimes mysterious, “the righteous shall live by his faith” (2:4) while awaiting 
salvation. These words are quoted three times in the New Testament (Romans 1:17; 
Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38).” 1

1  Charles H. Dyer, “Lamentations,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1221.

Here is a possible outline for this letter:

• A conversation with God (Ch. 1)

• A lament for the dead (Ch. 2)

• A prayer to God (Ch. 3)



2   J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 839.

questions 2
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Habakkuk 1. What stands out to you here?

• Insight – Here Habakkuk is expressing his frustration. He asks God a number of 
“why” questions.  The Lord responds by telling him that he is doing a work among 
the people with foreign nations.  

3. What does God mean by telling Habakkuk that he is at work (1:5)?

• Insight – “God is challenging Habakkuk to open his eyes and look about him, to get 
a world view of what He is doing. One great crisis after another has taken place. The 
great Assyrian Empire in the north has been conquered, and Nineveh, its capital, has 
been destroyed. On the banks of the Euphrates River, a kingdom is arising which 
already has won a victory over Egypt at Carchemish. Nebuchadnezzar is the victor, 
and he is bringing Babylon to the fore as a world power. God is saying to Habakkuk, 
“Behold ye among the nations—you think I’m not doing anything? . . . God is moving 
in a sovereign way in the universe.” 2

4. How does the truth that God is at work help us when we are struggling?

5. Read Habakkuk2.  Do you find anything encouraging here? 

• Insight – God told Habakkuk to write about a future time to give encouragement to 
a future people.



3  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Amazed, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 117–118.
4  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 858.
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6. Read Hebrews 10:37. This is a quote of Habakkuk 2:3-4.  How does the author of 
Hebrews interpret the meaning of this passage 600 years later?

• Insight – “While the immediate application (in Habakkuk) was to the end of the 
Babylonian Captivity, the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews interpreted it to refer 
also to the return of Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, he changed “it” to “He” 
and applied it to our Lord. “For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry” (Hebrews 10:37). Along with the scoffers Peter wrote about, 
some readers might ask, “Where is the promise of His coming? (2 Peter 3:3ff) and 
God’s reply is, “Wait for it! It will surely come!” A discouraged Jew in Babylonian 
exile might ask, “Will the Lord come and deliver us?” and the answer is, “Yes! Wait 
for him!” 3

7. Read Habakkuk3:17-19. What has Habakkuk realized in this dialogue with God? 

• Insight – “I want you to understand that God is our strength and our joy. God has 
not promised peace and prosperity in these days in which we live. So much is 
being promised to us today! I just threw into the wastebasket a magazine which 
comes from a so-called Christian organization, and which told about all the things 
that you can get through prayer. The magazine promised that God will make you 
prosperous, that He will give you health, and that He will give you everything. My 
friend, God is not a glorified Santa Claus! But our God is moving in a very definite 
way. If you want an answer to your problems, Habakkuk gives you the answer 
here. That answer is simply this: God is the answer to your problems.” 4

8. What problem are you currently dealing with?  How can God be the answer to that 
problem?

9. What most stood out to you in this lesson that you need to apply to your life?


