
L A M E N T  S E R I E S  W E E K  5
November 6: Lamentations 4-5

introduction1
“Chapter 4 returns to themes found in chapters 1–2 yet also announces the completion of 
Jerusalem’s punishment. The chapter can be divided into four segments: the suffering of 
Jerusalem’s children (vv. 1–10), God’s punishing of Jerusalem’s religious leaders (vv. 11–
16), the power of Jerusalem’s enemies (vv. 17–20), and the end of Jerusalem’s suffering 
(vv. 21–22).” 1

“Chapters 1–3 each close with a prayer to the Lord (1:20–22; 2:20–22; 3:55–66) but no 
prayer is included in chapter 4. Therefore, it is possible to see chapter 5 functioning as the 
prayer following chapter 4 and serving as the book’s concluding prayer.”2

1  Charles H. Dyer, “Lamentations,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1216.
2  Charles H. Dyer, “Lamentations,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1221.

1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Lamentations 4:1-10. What stands out to you here?

• Insight – These verses give a brutal summary of the despair the people in 
Jerusalem experienced. This is a very tragic description of God’s people.

questions 2



3. Read Lamentations 4:6, 11.  How do these verses relate to the destruction of 
Jerusalem? 

• Insight – The sin of God’s people is the reason for the judgment they have 
experienced.  God, as the loving Father of his people, has disciplined them for their 
disobedience.  Instead of enjoying the precious status of God’s children (“gold” in 
verse 2) they are mere clay pots that once broken are thrown away,

4. Read Lamentations 4:12-16. What impresses you here?

• Insight – here we see that the religious leaders of the Jews had become corrupt 
and led the people astray.  The religious leaders failed to warn, rebuke, and teach 
God’s Word to the people. The results are tragic!

5. Read Lamentations 5:1-18.  What transition do you see here?

• Insight – Jeremiah turns to prayer. He now leads the nation in prayer. He restates 
the condition of God’s people and asks God to remember them. This is a deep 
appeal from the heart of Jeremiah to God for help.

6. Read Lamentations 5:19-22. How would you summarize this section? 

• Insight – “The book closes with a plea for renewal. The people confess God’s 
permanence and kingship (v. 19), decry their ongoing suffering (v. 20), ask for 
renewal (v. 21), and wonder when renewal will come, given God’s justifiable anger 
(v. 22).” 3

3  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1494.



4  Charles H. Dyer, “Lamentations,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. 
Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1223.
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7. After reading the whole book of Lamentations these last few weeks, what stands out 
to you in how it concludes?

• Insight – “Thus the Book of Lamentations ends on a note of hope. In spite of 
severe suffering because of her sin, Judah had not been abandoned as a nation. 
God was still sovereign, and His covenant with Israel was still operative despite 
her disobedience. The hope for the nation was that if she would call on God and 
confess her sin He would protect her during her captivity (Lamentations 3:21–30) 
and would ultimately restore her as a nation to covenant blessing (5:21).” 4

8. What can be learned from this note of hope for us today?

• Insight-  We may experience trial and tragedy and we may experience discipline 
for our disobedience to our loving Father, but as God’s children we always have 
hope.  We have a guaranteed inheritance, future and a hope that cannot be taken 
from us no matter what our circumstances (1 Peter 1:3-9). It also is never too late 
to return to our Father by confessing our sin and restoring our relationship with 
him. If sin is hindering your fellowship with God, confess it to him today. 

9. What most stood out to you in this lesson that you need to apply to your life?


