
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
May 15: Matthew 7:13-29

passage1
13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the 
diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased 
tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 
26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 
for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.  

(Matthew 7:13-29 ESV)

introduction2
The context for today’s message is contained in the Sermon on the Mount. Although Jesus 
has been speaking primarily to his disciples (see 5:1-2) He now concludes the sermon with 
warnings directed to all people listening because their eternal destiny is at stake. 

“He warns his disciples to examine themselves to be sure that they are truly members of the 
kingdom of heaven, not simply those who profess allegiance. He warns the crowds to consider 
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questions 3
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Matthew 7. What stands out to you in these passages now?  Explain.

3. How would you try to summarize chapter 7?  What is going on here?

• Insight - In each of the four basic warnings—two gates and roads (7:13–14), two 
kinds of prophets (7:15–20), two kinds of disciples (7:21–23), and two foundations 
(7:24–27)—a choice must be made: Are you with Jesus or against him? There is no 
middle ground, no other choice, and a decision must be made—a decision with eternal 
consequences. 2

4. How would you summarize what Jesus is saying in 7:13-14?

• Insight – There are two gates and paths. The first gate is wide with a wide path. The 
second gate is narrow with a narrow path.  The wide gate is easy and inviting. The 
narrow gate is restrictive and hard.  

carefully the alternative of following him or following the popular religious leadership. And 
he warns the religious establishment about their culpability for leading the people in the 
wrong direction. 1
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5. Is the road or gate first on the paths to life and death? 

• Insight – It seems best to follow the order in the text.  The gate is first. The path is 
after entrances.  The choice to embrace Jesus as Savior and God is restrictive. Once 
that happens, a disciple enters the gate and is expected to follow the narrow path of 
discipleship laid out by Jesus.

6. What if the road was before each gate? 

• Insight – This would imply a works salvation.  As a result of an appropriate 
lifestyle, a person enters one gate or the other.

Wilkins gives a great summary of this text when he says, “Jesus himself is 
the narrow gate through which people pass as they respond to his invitation 
to the kingdom of heaven. The way of discipleship then stretches throughout 
one’s years on earth, ultimately leading to life eternal. The false prophets and 
religious opposition offer the people what is on the surface a more appealing 
invitation, for theirs is the easier way to fit into conventional wisdom. But those 
who choose to enter the gate to popular opinion by rejecting Jesus’ invitation 
will find that it opens onto a road that leads to eternal destruction. 3

7. How have you found the way of salvation hard in the past?  How about now?

8. Who is Jesus condemning in 7:15-20?

• Insight – Although this passage is often referred to the life of a believer, that 
does not seem to be the context.  It seems that Jesus is referring to false 
prophets.  The fruit of their lives will tell us what kind of prophet they are.  False 
prophets will not bear good fruit.  

Jesus admonishes his disciples to be “fruit inspectors” of those passing 
themselves off as prophets. False prophets will produce bad fruit, which from 
an Old Testament perspective includes leading the people away from God to 
follow false gods (Deuteronomy 13:1–18) or speaking prophecies that are 
not fulfilled (18:21–22). Bad trees are good for nothing except to be used for 
firewood (Matthew 7:19), a striking metaphor of the judgment to come for false 
prophets. 4
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9. What stands out to you in Matthew 7:21-23?

• Insight – Jesus, the masterful teacher, now says that not only will there be false 
prophets leading people astray, but there will also be false disciples.  The true 
disciple is the one who does the will of God (7:21). The false disciple may give an 
oral confession of salvation (Lord, Lord), and even perform religious works, but if it 
is not accompanied by life change, that confession may not have been real.  

An oral confession of Jesus as Lord can mask an unrepentant heart, so Jesus says 
that entrance to the kingdom of heaven is reserved for those who do “the will of my 
Father who is in heaven” (7:21). 5

10. What stands out to you in the final challenge of Jesus in 7:24-27?

• Insight – Jesus concludes the Sermon with another parable.  The message is powerful 
and simple.  The audience had to make a choice.  If they were wise, they would choose 
to obey the teaching of Jesus and not the religious establishment.  That person will find 
that he is unshakable when the floods of life come.  

11. Of the four basic warnings in this passage, which most challenges you? Why?

12.  What has God challenged you with in this passage that you need to apply to your life?

5  Ibid, p. 325.


