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passage1
32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when 
they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, 
watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if 
he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 
There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving 
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:32-43 ESV)

introduction2
In this portion of Luke 23 we will see that “Luke did not state, as did Matthew and John, how 
the events of Jesus’ death fulfilled Old Testament Scriptures. Luke’s purpose, instead, was 
to show that Jesus was the forgiving Messiah even as He died.” 1

1 John A. Martin, “Luke,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. 
B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 262.



2  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2010
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questions 3
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Luke 23:32-43. What stands out to you in these passages now?  Explain.

3. What is the significance of the location of Christ’s crucifixion as the “Skull”?

• Insight – The Skull. (Gk. Kranion). In Matthew it is also called Golgotha (in Latin, 
Calvariae), a transliteration of the Aramaic word for “skull.” 2

A few suggestions for the name the Skull include: 1) it has that name because it 
was a place of execution, 2) there may have been several tombs there or 3) the 
name of the hill with that shape.  In any case, it was well known for a place of 
punishment.

4. What can we learn from Jesus saying, “Father, forgive them…” while on the cross?

• Insight – This statement is in many ways beyond our ability to comprehend.  While 
suffering and experiencing the very wrath of God for our sin, he asks his Father to 
forgive those responsible for his suffering.  

5. Read Luke 6:35; Acts 7:60 and 1 Peter 2:21-24.  What does Jesus model for us when he 
asks the Father to forgive the Romans and Jews? 

• Insight – Jesus fulfills his own teaching about loving one’s enemies (see Luke 6:35) 
and highlights the fact that his death was providing the very basis upon which those 
who crucified him could be forgiven (see Isaiah 53:12). Jesus thus provides an 
example for all believers who would follow him (see Acts 7:60; 1 Peter 2:21–24). 3
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1133.
5  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2010.
6  Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Luke 23:39.

6. What is important to realize about the word “forgive”? Explain.

• Insight – The word translated “‘forgive’ is not expressive enough: ‘remit,’ 
‘dismiss,’ ‘send away’ render the true sense.” 4

Since justice required the penalty of death to be paid, it was something that 
could not be ignored and required costly action.  Jesus chose to pay the 
penalty for our sin at great personal cost and that action is the foundation upon 
which forgiveness can be offered to all who embrace him as Savior and God.  

7. What is the emphasis of the phrase “for they know not what they do”?

• Insight - “They know not what they do” does not absolve either the Jews or the 
Romans of their responsibility in Jesus’ death, but it shows that they did not 
fully understand the horrible evil that they were doing in crucifying the “Holy 
and Righteous One” (Acts 3:14) who was both the true Messiah and the Son of 
God. 5

Again, instead of demanding justice for his suffering while on the cross, Jesus 
humbly and willing endured the wrath of God for us. He loved us that much!

8. What do you notice about the first thief in 39-42?

• Insight – The mocking thief was clearly not a believer. The other thief rebukes 
him on behalf of Jesus because he is making clear that the mocking thief does 
not speak from him.  

The first thief “was bitterly sarcastic of Jesus. His verbal abuse constituted 
blasphemy (Gr. eblasphemei). Blasphemy is essentially impious irreverence 
and defamation. Obviously this man did not believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Luke may have intended this criminal’s action as a warning to his 
readers not to do the same thing. Refusing to take Jesus’ claims seriously 
constitutes blasphemy of Him.” 6
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9. Read Luke 18:13-14. How might this passage fit with the second thief?

• Insight - Luke focused on the repentance of the second one. This man did believe that 
Jesus was the Messiah (v. 42). He therefore viewed the blasphemy of his compatriot as 
worthy of divine judgment on top of human condemnation. He admitted His own guilt 
(cf. 18:13–14) and did not try to excuse His acts. He went further and even defended 
Jesus’ innocence. . . His request that Jesus remember him was a call for salvation. He 
claimed nothing deserving of Jesus’ mercy but simply asked for grace in spite of His 
guilt. 7

10. What impresses you about the response of Jesus to the second thief’s request?

• Insight - The man received more from Jesus than he expected, as is always true in 
salvation. Jesus prefaced His solemn promise with a guarantee of its validity. The thief 
would not have to wait for the kingdom to be with Jesus. He would be with Him in the 
place of righteous departed spirits that very day when they both died. 8

11. How has your experience of salvation surpassed your expectations?

12. What does it Jesus mean by the word “paradise”?

• Insight - Paradise and Abraham’s bosom (16:22–26) are the same place. The word 
“paradise” has come into English from Greek but originally from Persian. It describes a 
beautiful garden or delightful park such as the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8). Symbolically 
it represents future bliss (cf. Isaiah 51:3; Rev. 2:7). Essentially the paradise that lies 
ahead of believers is paradisiacal because God is there (cf. 2 Cor. 12:4). Jesus presented 
fellowship with Himself as the best part of salvation, as it is. 9
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