
May 1: Matthew 3
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

passage1
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 
when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

 make his paths straight.’” 

4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit 
in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.
10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than 
I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Baptism of Jesus

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went 
up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3 (ESV)
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questions 3

1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Matthew 3. What stands out to you in these passages now?  Explain.

introduction2
Matthew picked up the story with the introductory ministry of John the Baptist, the 
“ambassador” of the King. In the Scriptures several men were named John, but only one 
had the distinguishing name John the Baptist, that is, the Baptizer. While self-imposed 
proselyte baptism was known to the Jews, John’s baptism was unusual for he was the first 
person who came baptizing others. . . The concept of a coming kingdom was well known in 
Old Testament Scriptures. But the idea that repentance was necessary in order to enter this 
kingdom was something new and became a stumbling block to many Jews. They thought 
that as children of Abraham they would automatically be granted entrance into Messiah’s 
kingdom. John’s message, however, was that a change of mind and heart (metanoeite, 
“repent”) was necessary before they could qualify for the kingdom. They did not realize how 
far they had drifted from God’s Law and the requirements laid down by the prophets (e.g., 
Malachi 3:7–12). 1
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3. Why do you think John the Baptist told the audience that they must “repent”?  Repent 
about what?

• Insight – “To repent, or ‘change one’s mind,’ in the OT called for a change in a 
person’s attitude toward God that impacted one’s actions and life choices; it 
involved the idea of “turning,” that is, from one way of thinking and living to a 
different way.” 2

In this setting, John is referring to how people are pleasing in God’s sight. They 
needed to change how they thought about that.  Instead of deserving entrance 
into the Kingdom because of their heritage or through their efforts, a new way 
was about to be ushered in because of what Jesus accomplished for us.  It 
would be the way of salvation by grace through faith. The audience needed to 
change their mind about how their sin is addressed and appeal to God’s grace 
for salvation because of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

4. If Jesus is without sin (2 Corinthians 5:21), he had no need to be baptized by John.  Why 
then did Jesus insist on being baptized?

• Insight – “Jesus’ baptism inaugurates his ministry and fulfills God’s saving activity 
prophesied throughout the OT, culminating with his death on the cross (cf. John 
1:31–34). In so doing, Jesus also endorses John’s ministry and message and 
links his mission to John’s. Although he needed no repentance or cleansing, Jesus 
identifies with the sinful people he came to save through his substitutionary life and 
death (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21).” 3

5. Read Matthew 28:18-20.  Why does Jesus want his disciples to be baptized? 

• Insight – Baptism shows that a disciple of Jesus has come under the 
permanent and life-changing influence of the triune God.  Water is used 
symbolically to show this truth. 

As a result, baptism figuratively proclaims that a disciple because of his faith 
in Jesus, is buried with Christ and raised to walk in newness of life because 
of Christ’s victory over sin.  Baptism is the public declaration of a person’s 
salvation; it does not save a person.  Baptism is a time of great celebration 
because of the forgiveness and new life the disciple has in Christ.
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6. Have you been baptized since becoming a believer in Jesus? Explain.

7. What has God impressed upon you to apply to your life from this passage?




