
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
April 17: Mark 16

introduction1

questions2

“The four Gospel accounts of the Resurrection contain various differences in recorded 
details (e.g., the number and names of the women who came to the tomb, the number 
of angelic messengers who appeared, and the women’s reactions to the Resurrection 
announcement). None of the writers reported all the data; they were free (within veritable 
limits) to summarize, particularize, and emphasize different aspects of the same event. 
The various recorded differences reflect the natural effect of this unique event on different 
eyewitnesses, thereby confirming the Resurrection as a historical event.” 1

1  John D. Grassmick, “Mark,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord 
and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 192.

1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Mark 16 again. What stands out to you in this passage now?  Explain.

3. Who were Mary Magdalene (see Luke 8:2), Mary the mother of James (see Mark 15:40; 
John 19:25; Matthew 28:1) and Salome (see Matthew 27:56)?

• Insight – Mary Magdalene was miraculously healed by Jesus of demon possession. 
She was a faithful follower of Jesus afterward. Mary the mother of James is also 
identified as the mother of Joseph.  If she is the same Mary mentioned in John 19:25, 
she was Mary, the wife of Clopas. We are not certain of additional details related to her. 
Salome, if we can equate her with the woman mentioned in Matthew 27:56, would be 
the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee.



2 David E. Garland, Mark, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1996), 610.
3 John D. Grassmick, “Mark,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and 
R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 193.

4. What impresses you about the women being the witnesses to the resurrection?

• Insight – In the Gospel of Mark, this is the first mention of Jesus having women 
followers.  Note the following from Dave Garland, “The women followers of 
Jesus rise to unexpected prominence at the very end of the story. Prior to Jesus’ 
crucifixion and burial, there has been no indication in the Gospel that Jesus had 
any women followers. Now they surface as the prime witnesses to the events that 
are the foundation of Christian belief: that Jesus died, was buried, and was raised 
(1 Corinthians 15:3–4). Their emergence as the key witnesses oddly attests to the 
truth of what Mark reports since it is highly unlikely that the church would have 
invented a small group of women to furnish evidence for such events.” 2

The fact of the women disciples being those to whom Jesus first appeared 
after the resurrection is dramatic!  We know that Jesus had women followers as 
described in Luke 8:1-3 and were valuable partners in the mission of Jesus, but 
Mark simply does not mention them until his crucifixion and resurrection. Jesus 
elevates women to equality with men through their presence at these events.

5. What stands out to you at the description of the sun rising in verse 3?

• Insight – The darkness that began for Jesus on the cross has come to an end. The 
despair of all his followers were about to discover the dawning of a whole new era for all 
of mankind because of the victory Jesus has over sin and death! Now, there is hope for 
all!

6. What stands out to you in Mark 16:7? Why?

• Insight – Two things are important things to notice: 1) The women were to go 
and tell others about the resurrection of Jesus.  This was significant because the 
testimony of women was not necessarily valued especially in court at that time.  
Jesus, has full confidence in them and their courage to declare his victory over 
death. 2) Peter is singled out as someone who needs to hear this message.  Note 
the following: “The words and Peter, unique to Mark, are significant since much 
of Mark’s material likely came from Peter. He was singled out not because of his 
preeminence among the disciples but because he was forgiven and still included in 
the Eleven despite his triple denial (cf. 14:66–72).” 3

Peter is a great example of the forgiveness that is available for anyone. There is 
nothing to great that Christ’s death cannot forgive.  Everyone who will embrace 
Jesus as Savior and God can be forgiven and begin a relationship with him that 
will go on for eternity (John 3:16; 20:31).



4 William Barclay, ed., The Gospel of Mark, The Daily Study Bible Series (Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster John 
Knox Press, 1976), 368–369.

7. What surprises you in verse 8? Explain.

• Insight – The women were too terrified to tell anyone what they had seen and heard. 
This fear is certainly understandable and took them some time to process what they had 
experienced. Their silence is temporary according to Matthew 28:8.

8. What most drew you to embraced Jesus as your Savior and God? Explain.

9. Interact around the following quote by William Barclay.  What stands out to you?

“The Resurrection is the central fact of the whole Christian faith. Because we 
believe in the Resurrection certain things follow.

(i) Jesus is not a figure in a book but a living presence. It is not enough to study the 
story of Jesus like the life of any other great historical figure. We may begin that 
way but we must end by meeting him.

(ii) Jesus is not a memory but a presence. The dearest memory fades. The Greeks 
had a word to describe time meaning time which wipes all things out. . . a living 
presence forever with us. Jesus is not someone to discuss so much as someone 
to meet.

(iii) The Christian life is not the life of a man who knows about Jesus, but the life of 
a man who knows Jesus. There is all the difference in the world between knowing 
about a person and knowing a person. 

(iv) There is an endless quality about the Christian faith. It should never stand still. 
Because our Lord is a living Lord there are new wonders and new truths waiting to 
be discovered all the time.

But the most precious thing in this passage is in two words which are in no other 
gospel. ’Go,’ said the messenger. ‘Tell his disciples and Peter.’” 4

10. What has God impressed upon you to apply to your life from this passage?
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