
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
April 10: Revelation 2:1-7

the passage1
1”To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the 

seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 

2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot 

bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles 

and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and 

bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this 

against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember 

therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. 

If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 

repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 

the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise 

of God.’” (ESV)

introduction2

1. The BIRTH of the church at Ephesus

The birth of the church at Ephesus is seen in Acts (Acts 18:19-20) which can 
be dated to around 50-53 A.D.  Paul reasons with the Jews in the synagogue, 
as was his custom, and then departed, leaving Priscilla and Aquilla behind.  
The length of Paul’s stay in Ephesus is not mentioned, although it appears to 
have been short.  Some have suggested he stayed a week to a month.1  The 
person responsible for actually beginning the church in Ephesus is not clear.  
“Priscilla and Aquilla were left in the city, and they, along with Apollos, may be 
the founders of the church at Ephesus (Acts 18:24-28) even though its most 
significant growth came later through Paul’s ministry.” 2

1  Harold W. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002), 90. 
2  L.M. McDonald, “Ephesus,” in Dictionary of New Testament Background, eds. Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter 
(Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press, 2000), 319.



3 Osborne, 115.

questions 3
1. What most stood out to you related to the message? Why? 

2. Read Ephesians 6: 23-24 and Revelation 2:1-7. What stands out to you in these passages 
now?  Explain.

A few years later, Paul visited Ephesus during his third missionary journey as described 
in Acts 19 and 20.  On this journey he actually ministered there for a period of three years 
(Acts 20:31) with dramatic results.  

In spite of this opposition, the fruit of Paul’s ministry is described in this way: “all the 
residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10).  At 
that time, the church at Ephesus experienced many conversions, miracles, healings and 
significant life change through the ministry of Paul as he taught from house to house (Acts 
20:20).  The Ephesian church clearly had an impact on the city, a passion for proclaiming 
the Gospel and a passion for fighting the fight of faith. 

2. Ephesus as it MATURES

The letter to the Ephesians was written while Paul was in prison and can be dated to 
A.D. 60-65.  This important city and church can now be seen roughly ten to fifteen years 
after its birth and can be assessed by the comments Paul made to them.  The letter of 
Ephesians ends with, “. . . Peace be with you, dear brothers, and sisters, and may God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you love with faithfulness. May God’s grace be 
eternally upon all who love our Lord Jesus Christ.” At this time in the history of the church, 
it is growing in its influence and maturity.

3. Ephesus as a SECOND AND THIRD GENERATION church

By the time one reads about the Church at Ephesus in Revelation, over thirty years have 
elapsed (A.D. 95) since the letter of Ephesians was written.  Due to this time span, the 
church at Ephesus is now made up of second and third generation believers.3 The book 
commends the church for its labor but also confronts it for a significant failure.  It is very 
helpful to explore why they are commended and where they fell short as the church aged.  
It is a warning for all churches to heed. 



4 Osborne, 115.
5  Kistemaker and Hendriksen, Exposition of the Book of Revelation, 115.

3. For what is the church commended in verses 2-3?

• Insight – The church is commended for their works, toil, patient endurance and for the 
fact that they had tested those who claimed to be prophets.  Their works are a reference 
to how they have lived and how they have toiled as Christians.  Their patient endurance 
seems to be a reference to their suffering for the faith.

4. How does verse 4 begin? What does this tell us?

• Insight – the Greek introduces a strong contrast with the word “but.”  Even though the 
church is commended, this word introduces a serious charge that threatens the life and 
future of the church.

5. What is the problem with the church?  What does it mean? 

• Insight – They had lost their “first love.” Although there are differing opinions of 
the meaning of this phrase, it is probably related to something the church had in 
the beginning. 

The “first” does not refer to the “first” or primary love but almost certainly means 
“the love you had at first,” that is, shortly after their conversion.  They had lost the 
first blush of enthusiasm and excitement in their Christian life and had settled into 
a cold orthodoxy with more surface strength than depth.  The second generation 
of the church had probably failed to maintain the fervor of the first.” 4

6. How could this vibrant and influential church lose their love for Jesus and others?

7. What stands out to you in Hendrickson’s belief of the cause in the quote below?

• Insight - To put it differently, the church that Jesus addressed no longer consisted 
of first-generation believers but of second- and third-generation Christians.  These 
people lacked the enthusiasm their parents and grandparents had demonstrated.  They 
functioned not as propagators of the faith but as caretakers and custodians.  There 
was an obvious deficiency in evangelistic outreach as a result of a status-quo mode of 
thought.  They loved the Lord but no longer with heart and soul, and mind. 5



6  John F. Walvoord, “Revelation,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, eds., John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck 
(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983), 933. 
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8. Is this an issue for the Church in America today? What about our church?

9. Respond to this summary of the situation and its application to us today:

• Insight - The Ephesians had retained appropriate doctrine and service, but they had lost 
their deep love and devotion for Jesus and others.  It is important to notice that they did 
not appear to have gone the way of sin nor was their error a lack of discerning right from 
wrong.  Today the church must consider the same warning that orthodoxy and service 
are not enough.  Love must not be traded for labor.  As John Walvoord states, “Christ 
wants believer’s hearts as well as their hands and heads.” 6

10. How are you doing with maintaining your love and passion for Christ? Explain.

11. What has God impressed upon you to apply to your life from this passage?


